
 

 

 

Get out and vote for a democratic, united and diverse Europe! 

From May 23-26, people in the European Union (EU) have a choice.  They will decide who they 
will send to the European Parliament.  

This election takes place in troubling times.  Nationalist and right-wing populist parties are 
promoting anti-European platforms. They are exploiting people’s fear of change, complexity and 
perceived national decline.  They incite violence against refugees, migrants, and people of color 
and focus on strengthening their own country at the expense of democratic movements that 
promote solidarity. With this, they are endangering the very heart of the European Ideal.  

Major fault lines both between and within nations continue to divide the peoples of Europe – 
many of them the result of the Second World War and the Holocaust.  The European Union was 
founded as one of the responses to this history. It stands for the idea of a peaceful and open 
community founded on the principle of solidarity, in which people in all their diversity can 
participate together.  But in recent years, the realization of these goals has suffered setbacks due 
to nationalist, anti-EU and anti-democratic forces.  

Action Reconciliation Service for Peace (ARSP) was founded 13 years after the end of the Second 
World War. It is against this background of confronting the history of German National Socialism 
that the organization fights against right-wing extremism, anti-Semitism, and other forms of 
discrimination and hatred.  ARSP has reached across the fault lines that divide us, enabled new 
encounters between people, and contributed to the rapprochement between German and the 
peoples who suffered under Nazi Germany’s policies of persecution and extermination.  

History teaches us to be watchful against right-wing populism, anti-democratic movements and 
those who would demonize people different from ourselves. The boundaries between right-wing 
populist movements and right-wing extremist groups are thin and fluid. They both put in 
question the idea of Europe as an open and democratic society that seeks fairness and mutual 
support among its members.  This is just one way in which the upcoming European election will 
set a course for the future.  

The European Union is not perfect. It has closed its doors to many who are persecuted or who 
have lost their livelihoods due to wars, climate catastrophes or economic conditions. Numerous 
member states, including Germany, still export too many weapons. Europe’s prosperity comes too 
often at the expense of others through its social, economic, security and environmental policies. 
The full participation in society of people with different backgrounds, lifestyles, skill sets, and 
sexual orientations must be improved, as must equal access to education, work, housing, and 
other essentials of life.  There are great difference in power between East and West, North and 
South.  In many ways the European Union promotes neither solidarity with others nor peace.  

But despite all this, the European Union has the potential to develop further – into a democratic, 
peaceful, and tolerant community that defends humaneness and human rights, protects the 
environment, and acts in solidarity with others beyond its own borders. If it did not exist today, it 
would be high time to invent it.  

We are all needed to make this happen. Many have taken to the streets in support of a unified 
Europe. By participating in this election, each one of us can contribute to building a Europe that is 
peaceful, democratic and fair.  

We call on you and on everyone to vote on May 26 for a better Europe and a shared European 
future.  

 

 

 


