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Since 1958, ARSP has been improving the lives of communities affected 
by the Nazis. Its goal is to foster interfaith and intercultural relations 
through fighting anti-Semitism, racism, discrimination and social 
injustice. Today, this mission is more vital than ever. It is realized 
mainly through a long-term international peace service program and 
shorter-term summer camps. Each year, over 500 long and short-term 
volunteers work for partner organizations in thirteen countries on a 
variety of educational, historical, political and social projects. They 
do meaningful work and learn about relationship building, respect 
and self-reliance.

our ALumni network

The quality and integrity of Germany Close Up programs are of 
paramount importance to us – and our alumni have responded to that 
commitment by remaining in touch, recommending our program to 
friends and colleagues and staying committed to transatlantic and 
German-Jewish dialogue. Each year, Germany Close Up hosts special 
programming for its large network of alumni across the United States 
and Canada. This includes alumni get togethers, meetings with 
visiting German dignitaries and representatives at Germany’s 
US-Consulates and Embassy as well as a bi-annual essay contest 
(first prize: a return trip for two to Germany).

Germany Close Up alumni are also invited to events run by the US 
office of Action Reconciliation Service for Peace, Germany Close Up’s 
host organization. Contact: kvmuenster@actionreconciliation.org

contAct

Germany Close Up – American Jews meet Modern Germany
c/o Stiftung Neue Synagoge – Centrum Judaicum
Oranienburger Straße 28–30  |  10117 Berlin
Phone: +49 30 28 395-339  |  Fax: +49 30 28 395-342
office@germanycloseup.de  |  www.germanycloseup.de

There was one thing in particular that 
stood out for me regarding the German 
people we met. Every tour guide, every 
administrator – everyone – was so 
sensitive and well-spoken regarding the 
Holocaust and Jewish culture.

Vanessa Weber

Funding

Two thirds of Germany Close Up’s programming costs are covered 
by a grant from the European Recovery Program, which is 
administered by Germany’s Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs 
and Energy. The remaining third is financed by a participation fee 
paid by program participants. Germany Close Up is an independent 
organization and designs all programming content independently. 
The purpose of the program is to allow participants to gain their 
own perspective on Germany through individual experience. 
Germany Close Up is hosted by Action Reconciliation Service for 
Peace and affiliated with Berlin’s New Synagogue Foundation 
(Stiftung Neue Synagoge). 
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Close Up Encounters with 
Germany

The dome of the New Synagogue in Berlin.
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A photographer’s close-up shot tightly frames a person or object to 
offer the viewer more detail. Germany Close Up does just that: It 
offers young North American Jewish professionals and students a 
focused educational encounter with contemporary German society. 

Since its founding in 2007, this uniquely designed program has each 
year allowed over 250 Jews to explore Germany’s past and present 
firsthand and provided participants with a framework for in-depth 
discussions. The goal is to enhance understanding of Germany and 
encourage a rich transatlantic and German-Jewish dialogue. Since 
2007, Germany Close Up’s program has expanded significantly.

ProgrAm 

The trips are designed to expose participants to a range of aspects that 
make up modern Germany, with both the past and present in focus. 

Though thematically unique, all seminars provide a thoughtful 
window into German society, culture and politics. Participants hear 
a range of viewpoints from German academics and journalists, 
politicians and diplomats, representatives of grassroots movements, 
members of the Jewish community as well as young Germans, both 
Jewish and non-Jewish. These meetings – enhanced by sight visits – 
cover the following topics: 

→ Jewish life in Berlin, past and present 
→ German-Israeli relations
→ The Holocaust and the Nazi era (incl. a visit to a former 

concentration camp) 
→ Berlin today/a reunited Germany in the heart of Europe
→  Transatlantic/German-US relations (incl. a meeting  

with officials of the German Federal Foreign Office)
→  Immigration and diversity 
→ current German Politics 
 
In addition, some seminars are geared toward specific topics, e.g. 
renewable energy, politics, religion or LGBTI.

PArtnerS And PArticiPAntS

Germany Close Up is geared toward North American Jewish 
students and young professionals. Applicants must be citizens of 
the United States or Canada and between the ages of 18 and 39. 
The program is open to participants from diverse political and 
religious backgrounds (it is possible to keep kosher and shomer 
Shabbat on the program).

Interested candidates may apply here: www.germanycloseup.de 
Candidates are selected based on a competitive review process.

Most of Germany Close Up’s programs are run in affiliation with 
various North American Jewish partner organizations, including 
universities (e.g. Hebrew Union College, Jewish Theological 
Seminary), non-profit and Jewish communal organizations (e.g. 
AJC, ADL, Hillel, Kivunim, Orthodox Union, COJECO). We always 
welcome new partnerships with interested organizations! In 
addition, a number of programs are open for individual application 
and do not require applicants to have an organizational affiliation. 

cLoSe-uP encounterS with germAny

… a whirlwind of 
interesting conversations, 
interesting people, and 
being immersed in an 
entirely dif ferent culture 
that was unlike anything 
I’ve experienced before.

Nicole Kofman

By meeting real Germans and doing 
a deep dive into what it means to 
be a Jew in Germany, my experience 
transcended that of a typical tourist 
on an ordinary vacation. More so 
than I realized when I applied for 
this program, the Germany Close Up 
experience is truly one-of-a-kind. 

Natan Wise




