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D r.  E l i s abe t h  R ai s e r

D r.  Chr i s t i an  St a f f a

International voluntary service work

Last year, we began this section in optimistic anticipation of legislation on 

 voluntary work that was then in preparation. Today, we can say that international 
youth voluntary service has been provided with a secure legal basis that represents 

a considerable improvement for the situation of organizations working interna-

tionally to promote peace. Rapid implementation of the new legislation caused 

some procedural problems, but this in no way detracts from the significance of 

the progress made. Moreover, the domestic program for federal voluntary service 

makes it possible to support foreign volunteers in Germany. This promises to 

 positively impact the future of ARSP’s domestic program.

Highlights of ARSP’s work in 2011 

One of the outstanding events of the year 2011 was the thirty-third German Pro-

testant Church Congress in Dresden. In part, this was due to the success of our 

signature campaign, which led to the Church Congress voting a resolution against 

the deportation of Roma; in part, it was due to the public events held to celebrate 

the fiftieth anniversary of the Church Congress’s “Christian and Jewish Work Group” 

and to the collection organized at the end of the concluding prayer service (whose 

proceeds have been made available to the Federal Work Group on the Church and Right-
Wing Extremism, which was co-founded by ARSP and whose administrative office 

is hosted by ARSP). Within a very short time, the Federal Work Group has helped 

us promote awareness of the fact that right-wing attitudes are not less but in fact 

more common among church members than they are among other members of 

society. Recently, this painful fact has been drawn attention to by the synod of 

the Evangelical Church in Germany (in November 2011) and by its president 

 Nikolaus Schneider (at the Federal Work Group’s annual congress in Wittenberg); 

both called on all church members to make a greater effort to change this state 

of affairs. The series of racist murders committed by the “National Socialist Under-
ground” (NSU) became the object of public attention at the time of the Federal Work 

Group’s annual congress. These murders would not have been possible without a 

disastrous degree of ignorance about neo-Nazi attitudes and networks. Playing 

down or even encouraging feelings of resentment and racist prejudice of the kind 

heard from all sides during the so-called Sarrazin debate is to promote life-threa-

tening intolerance. This is why we wish to use the Federal Work Group to promote 

awareness of racism and right-wing extremism, but also of hostile and inhumane 

attitudes people may harbor without knowing it. Racism and anti-Semitism are 

part of our social and church reality; this means that they are also a part of us. 
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The fiftieth anniversaries of ARSP’s work in Israel, France and the UK have 

however also demonstrated to us that there is something we can do. To put it in 

the words of Lothar Kreyssig: You can just do it. The collaboration between our 

partners, the volunteers and ARSP has undeniably opened up new paths for 

communication, and real commonality has resulted. Yet it is not helpful to sim-

ply speak of a return to normality. Rather, all three anniversaries have showed 

us that there is still much to be done. The common reception organized by the 

German and the Polish embassies in London was especially moving – such 

events are quite rare in the world of diplomacy. 

ARSP’s annual themes

ARSP’s general assembly decided that “Refugees, borders, migration and Europe” 

was to be the annual theme for 2011. The theme has been addressed on all levels 

of the association, in voluntary, educational and public relations work: at the 

annual reception, the annual assembly and the various volunteer seminars held 

in different countries, to name just a few examples. 

The board of the general assembly was prompted by the experiences associated 

with last year’s very intense engagement with the annual theme “Persons with 

Disabilities” to propose henceforth voting on two annual themes at each gene-

ral assembly. The annual theme for 2010 had effects on ARSP itself; for example, 

ARSP hired an employee with Down syndrome. Due to the fiftieth anniversary 

of ARSP’s international summer camp program, which was initiated in Magde-

burg in 1962, it was decided not to implement this proposal until 2013. The an-

nual theme for 2012 is inspired by the fiftieth anniversary; the theme is “Against 

the Grain: Stories of Courage, Remembrance and Democracy from Five Deca-

des of ARSP’s International Summer Camps”. 

The annual theme for 2011
“Refugees, migration, borders and Europe” 

Engagement with the annual theme for 2011 began at the annual reception in 

February of 2011, which featured a lecture by Professor Barbara John, formerly 

Berlin’s Commissioner for Integration and currently a board member of Berlin’s 

Equal Access to Welfare Association. At ARSP’s annual assembly in May, the 

 focus was on the interrelated past and present of refugees and migration, with 

special attention paid to acceptance of refugees, as well as to the consequences 

of Germany’s National Socialist past and Europe’s current policy of shutting it-

self off to refugees. Our engagement with the annual theme climaxed in our 

participation in the “Everyone Stays” campaign, which protested the fact that 

Roma whose presence in Germany has long been “tolerated” are now being de-

ported to the Republic of Kosovo. Thanks to ARSP regional groups and other 

volunteers, the campaign was addressed in one of the three official resolutions 

passed by the German Protestant Church Congress. However, in some cases our 

volunteers met with pronounced hostility when collecting signatures from other 

Church Congress participants. After all, antiziganism is widespread among 

Christians as well. It is not clear at this point what consequences the resolution 

will have. We will try all the harder and use all means at our disposal to keep the 
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debate alive, and with it engagement with antiziganism. We will make an effort 

to raise awareness of Germany’s historical responsibility to Roma and Sinti 

throughout society. 

The Church and right-wing extremism

The Federal Work Group on the Church and Right-Wing Extremism, co-founded by 

ARSP in 2010, brings together highly diverse protagonists from the Protestant 

and Catholic churches, civil society groups, non-governmental organizations, 

church-based peace commissioners and peace groups. Methods and programs 

for modeling and transforming hostile and inhumane attitudes are developed 

with an eye to parishes and church members. All initiatives and groups in the 

Federal Work Group know from many years of experience that playing down 

and trivializing right-wing extremist attitudes and neo-Nazi organizations has 

significant majority appeal. Moreover, they are faced with the heightened dist-

rust that communal and regional governments have been displaying towards 

pro-democracy and antifascist groups and initiatives as a result of the so-called 

“clause on extremism”. These experiences have confirmed us in our calls for fi-

nally abolishing the “clause on extremism”. In 2011, ARSP’s participation in the 

campaign against the “clause on extremism” involved co-commissioning a le-

gal opinion from Professor Ulrich Batties, an expert on German constitutional 

law. Equation of so-called right-wing and left-wing extremism, which already 

failed as an analytic instrument in the Weimar Republic, must not become the 

basis for the state’s policies of financial support in the field of democracy. 

Because the thirty-third German Protestant Church Congress in Dresden has 

made the proceeds of its final collection available to ARSP for the purpose of 

 financing the coordinating office of the Federal Work Group on the Church and 

Right-Wing Extremism, the Work Group now disposes of a working budget for 

the next three years. 

Par t i c ip an t s  a t  A R SP ’s  annu al  a s s e mbly  in  Be r l in,  May 201 1
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Educational trips and encounters in Belarus 
and Russia as organized by ARSP

ARSP’s educational trips to Russia and Belarus are an exciting and eventful blend 

of intense insights into contemporary social relations. The program involves 

encounters with writers, politicians, civil rights activists, students and ARSP 

volunteers associated with various projects, as well as contacts to the Jewish 

and Christian communities. But the tourist highlights in the cities and regions 

visited also feature: churches, synagogs and museums are visited in the company 

of German-speaking experts. ARSP volunteers have now been working in Russia 

and Belarus for twenty years. These two decades have yielded many friendships 

and trustful relations between our project partners and socially committed in-

dividuals. Such trustful relations help ARSP and participants in the edu cational 

trip obtain insight into everyday life in Russia and Belarus, with socially com-

mitted individuals in the two countries reporting on their struggle for a more 

just society. The lasting effects of the National Socialists’ war of annihilation 

constitute the main thematic starting point for ARSP’s educational trips. For 

example, ARSP educational trips to Belarus involve historians and historical 

wit nesses reporting on the Wehrmacht’s war of annihilation in Belarus, on every-

day life in the Minsk ghetto and on the National Socialist death camp Trostinec 

(virtually unknown in Germany), but also on the Memorial Field for the Victims 

of Stalinism and the persistent effects of the Chernobyl catastrophe. 

Last year, participants in ARSP’s educational trips to Belarus (24 May to 5 June 

2011) also visited the small town of Choiniki, which is about thirty kilometers 

from Chernobyl and borders the exclusion zone. A question that came up repeated-

ly was how the inhabitants manage to live with constant, dangerous radiation. 

The translator who accompanied the participants was born and raised in Choi-

niki. She is a so-called “Chernobyl child” and was repeatedly invited to spend 

her vacation in Germany as a child. Now an adult, she lives and attends univer-

sity in Minsk. When the participants asked her how the locals perceive the 

 threat posed by lethal radiation and whether or not they have become accusto-

med to this threat over the last two decades, she replied: “Yes, I am aware of the 
risk, but what can I do? Without the harvest from my mother’s field in Choiniki, I cannot 
afford to live and attend university in Minsk. And to me, to attend university is to be 
forward-looking and build a future for myself.” 
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Politics of remembrance

The seventieth anniversary of Nazi Germany’s attack on the Soviet Union, who-

se murderous consequences are well known, has also shaped ARSP’s activities 

in 2011. The anniversary provided the occasion for ARSP to join with the Associ-
ation Against Forgetting, the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future, the 

Karlshorst Museum and the Foundation for the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe 

in publishing a statement that criticizes the lack of attention devoted to the war 

of annihilation in the German discourse on remembrance. The highlights of 

our memorial activities included a concert at the Berlin Philharmonic on 21 June 

2011. The organizations mentioned have now founded a group that will devote 

itself to the victims of this forgotten history over the next five years. Unfortuna-

tely, a conference on “Reconciliation with the Soviet Union” that was to be or-

ganized in cooperation with the Evangelical Academy in Villigst had to be cancel-

ed, as too few people registered. 

International continuing education project

October 2011 brought the launch of the first part of the German, French and US 

continuing education project “From the Melting Pot to the Salad Bowl” in Ber-

lin. This pilot project was organized with the support of the French-German 

Youth Office. The broad range of issues raised in Berlin – postcolonial relations 

of power in an immigration society; critical whiteness studies; examples of best 

practice; questions concerning the majority society’s potential for change; in-

tersectionality; national, European and global immigration policies – will be 

addressed in greater depth during the upcoming workshops in Philadelphia and 

Paris (March and June 2012). 

ARSP voluntary work

The political context

The transformation process leading from the suspension of military/civilian 

service to Germany’s federal volunteer service and international youth voluntary ser-
vice has yet to be fully completed. This reform came about very suddenly, and we 

were not the only ones to whom it came as a surprise. In any case, the process 

has had an invigorating effect on international youth voluntary service. It will now 

be interesting to see how exactly the formal and thematic distinction between 

the two international voluntary service programs of the Federal Ministry of Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development and the Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, 

Senior Citizens, Women and Youth will be drawn. The Federal Ministry of Eco-

nomic Cooperation and Development’s international voluntary service program, 

“weltwärts”, currently has about 4,300 volunteers and is thematically focused on 

development issues, while the Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 
Women and Youth’s international voluntary service program has about 2,500 volun-

teers. It is the Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development that 

has been pushing for a clear distinction between the two programs. 

Unfortunately, both the Conference on Evangelical Voluntary Service Programs and the 

Discussion Group on International Voluntary Service are divided over how the Fede-

ral Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth’s plans for 
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 voluntary service are to be assessed. ARSP feels that these plans constitute a 

sig nificant step forward. For the first time, male and female international vo-

lunteers receive the same amount of financial support from the Federal Ministry 
of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth. This results in considerable 

 financial relief for organizations dispatching volunteers. Moreover, we are ple-

ased to note that the possibility of making international voluntary service orga-

nizations subject to social insurance contributions has now finally been rejected. 

During the coming years, much will turn on whether or not ARSP succeeds in 

taking a clear and critical stand on this issue – as well as against politically (or 

ideologically) motivated objections to programs such as international youth 

 voluntary service. 

Long-term voluntary service

On 1 September 2011, 175 volunteers began their peace service with ARSP: 109 

women and 66 men. Twenty-nine volunteers come from our partner countries 

and have chosen to participate in trilateral programs in the UK, Poland or Ger-

many. As in other years, four additional volunteers also began their 15-month 

service in Norway (on 1 March 2011). 

The overwhelming majority of these volunteers began their service with an int-

roductory seminar in Hirschluch near Berlin. For language reasons, prepara-

tions for voluntary service in Germany took place separately, as has been the 

practice in previous years. The volunteers from the two trilateral programs in 

Poland and the UK began their service at an introductory seminar in Cracow. 

345 women and men applied to travel abroad in September 2012. It was possible 

to invite almost all of them to the selection seminars in February of 2012. Due 

to the government’s suspension of civilian service for men, the proportion of 

male applicants has been reduced to one third. 

In 2011, the “follow-up seminars” for evaluating the 12-month periods of volun-

tary service were held in the countries themselves, in a break with the practice 

of recent years. In addition to this, we have made available a seminar for retur-

nees, which took place two months after termination of voluntary service (3 to 

6 November) in Bielefeld. Due to the suspension of civilian service for men, ARSP 

has been able to introduce a new form of evaluation seminar. The volunteers 

had time to “settle in” at home and could begin to make plans for attending 

university or finding employment. This provided them with some distance from 

which to look back upon their year with ARSP. Although participation was 

 voluntary, 66 returning volunteers chose to attend the seminar. In workshops, 

the volunteers produced literary texts, podcasts, photo series and acoustic jour-

neys that provide insight into their diverse experiences. The federal commissi-

oner for the Federal Voluntary Service, Dr. Jens Kreuter, attended the seminar in 

order to hear about the experiences of the ARSP volunteers. There ensued a con-

troversial discussion about the suspension of civilian service and the funds 

available to international voluntary service programs. 

The seminar reached a pleasant conclusion with a common prayer service in 

 Zionskirche, a church in Bielefeld-Bethel. The minister and chief human resour-

ces officer for Bethel, Bernward Wolf, himself once a volunteer in Israel, integ-
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rated ARSP into a prayer service celebrating the beginning of the Decade for 

Peace, which will be devoted to the theme “Greed Power Lust”. ARSP volunteers 

Katja Lederer, Eva Krane and Jakob Odenwald spoke about their experiences in 

Russia, the Netherlands and Israel.

Long-term volunteers who began their service in 2010 – grouped by federal state

Abroad 29 volunteers

Federal state Number of volunteers

Baden-Württemberg 26

Bavaria 12

Berlin 20

Brandenburg 11

Bremen 0

Hamburg 2

Hesse 5

Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania 3

Lower Saxony 29

North Rhine-Westphalia 26

Rhineland-Palatinate 1

Saarland 2

Saxony 6

Saxony-Anhalt 3

Schleswig-Holstein 2

Thuringia 2

Total 179

Project countries Number of volunteers

Belgium 10

Belarus 3

Germany 18

France 19

UK 11

Israel 24

Netherlands 17

Norway (March 2010, Sept. 2010) 14

Poland 15

Russia 8

Czech Republic 9

Ukraine 8

USA 23

Total 179

111 women, 68 men
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International ARSP summer camps / 
Short-term voluntary service

ARSP’s summer camp activities in 2011 were dominated by preparations for the 

summer camp program’s fiftieth anniversary in 2012. The history of the sum-

mer camp program and the motivations behind it were discussed at length du-

ring steering committee meetings, further training seminars and introductory 

and follow-up seminars for voluntary team leaders, as well as in the annual as-

sembly work group. Much attention was devoted to making the history of the 

summer camp program and the motivations underlying it a part of the public 

events and encounter projects planned for 2011. 

With regard to summer camps, a positive development already noted in 2010 

was also evident in 2011: the camps are increasingly attracting persons above 

the age of 40. Four projects for persons older than 40 were organized in 2011. 

Most were prepared and directed by team leaders acting on their own initiative. 

The projects took place in Wroclaw (Poland), Chernivtsi (Ukraine), Bezdruzice 

(Ukraine) and Eröspuszta (Hungary). It remains to be seen whether or not these 

new participants will remain faithful to ARSP’s overall work and/or whether 

they will participate in additional summer camps. ARSP’s activities for persons 

older than 40 have come to the attention of the Ravensbrück memorial site, which 

is now planning a project for older volunteers.

Overall, 30 international summer camp projects took place in nine countries 

during 2011. 438 volunteers from 18 countries participated, including 61 team 

leaders (305 in 2010). In addition to traditional projects associated with wor-

king on memorial sites and supporting Jewish communities, a family summer 

camp was organized for the first time in many years. It was welcomed with en-

thusiasm and will be on offer again in 2012. As a result of ARSP’s annual assem-

bly on “Sinti and Roma in Europe”, 2011 also featured a summer camp that was 

organized in cooperation with a self-organized Roma group, the association Amaro 
Drom. The cooperation was a major success and will be continued in Uzhgorod 

(Ukraine) in 2012. 

As in previous years, the summer camp program focused mainly on Germany 

and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. We continue to receive a high 

number of requests for participation in German summer camps from Eastern 

European countries, but the number of Polish and Czech participants is also on 

the rise. By and large, participants from Western European countries and/or Is-

rael tend to hear about and approach our summer camp project partners through 

personal contacts. It still proves difficult to recruit participants from the coun-

try where the summer camp is held. 

Recruiting participants with disabilities, so as to be able to organize inclusive 

summer camps, also continues to prove a major challenge. Participants without 

disabilities are keen on such inclusive summer camps, but a real advertising 

strategy – including personal talks, negotiations and special advertising mate-

rials – needs to be developed in order to effectively address the desired target 

audience. 

To celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of our summer camp activities next year, 

we plan to organize at least one summer camp in each of the countries where 

ARSP organizes long-term voluntary service. This project has led to colleagues 

from abroad introducing new ideas into the summer camp project. These ideas
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expand the scope of the program, and they may give rise to more long-term co-

operation. In 2012, new summer camps will be held in e.g. Deventer (Nether-

lands), in Antwerp (Belgium) and Rivesaltes (France). With a total of 32 sum-

mer camps in 15 countries, the 2012 summer camp program offers a very broad 

range of possibilities for social commitment – including, for example, a charity 

project for homeless people in the USA, a pilgrimage from Dresden to Magde-

burg which will involve renovation work performed with persons with disabili-

ties, and participation in the commemoration of the seventieth anniversary of 

the murder of the Jews of Rostov-on-Don. 

Medium-term voluntary service 

ARSP’s medium-term voluntary service program is still limited to Israel and has 

now completed its multi-year pilot phase (2006–2011). The Hebrew name of the 

six-month voluntary service program is “SHISHIA” (“six pack”). The program is 

intended for interested applicants who have so far not been properly represented 

within the youth-focused panorama of international voluntary service. It invites 

senior citizens to seize upon possibilities for social commitment, represents a 

way of temporarily retiring from one’s professional activities and/or re-orienting 

oneself professionally and offers students opportunities for practical activity. 

In 2011, six volunteers participated in this program, two of them older than 60. 

Having evaluated the experiences garnered during the pilot phase, ARSP will 

now offer only six-month service; three-month service will be discontinued. The 

future six-month service will however be more elaborate than it was in the pilot 

phase. This is especially true with regard to thematic and pedagogical super-

vision, linguistic qualification and accommodation. In 2012 and 2013, we will 

organize one medium-term voluntary service for nine volunteers each; medium- 

term voluntary service has also been made a multilateral program and hence 

opened up to interested German-speaking volunteers from our partner coun-

tries. The Regional Church of Bavaria has confirmed that it will provide us with 

generous financial support during the 2012 and 2013 budget years. 

ARSP trainee programs 

During Action Reconciliation’s founding years, generations of volunteers were 

largely made up of young craftsmen and construction workers. Today, most vo-

lunteers are young high-school graduates who choose to volunteer mainly for 

social and educational projects. The new “ARSP trainee program” aims to integra-

te the world of work more strongly into ARSP voluntary service. To date, it of-

fers two-week internships for job trainees in the Netherlands, Poland and Isra-

el. Demand for these internships is on the rise. 

Over the last five years, the program has been extended to include trainees in 

their second year of training; this was done in cooperation with the company 

Adolf Würth GmbH & Co. KG and has proven a great success year after year. In 2011, 

thanks to the support of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia, it has been possible 

to open the program up to trainees from six different firms in North Rhine-

Westphalia. We have also begun cooperating productively with the German-Is-

raeli Trade Association and the Chambers of Industry and Commerce for North and 
East Westphalia in Bielefeld. 
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All participants prepare themselves during a two-day seminar in Berlin. In their 

project countries, and in addition to their practical work within various social 

projects and at memorial sites, they participate in accompanying programs or-

ganized by ARSP. These programs involve seminar units on historical and poli-

tical themes, encounters with ARSP networks of friends and excursions. Spe-

cial importance is given to encounters with Shoah survivors and members of the 

generation that lived through the Second World War. In their practical work with-

in a given project, the trainees are mentored by ARSP volunteers who are wor-

king in that project as part of their 12-month voluntary service. The trainees’ ex-

periences are presented and evaluated at follow-up meetings. 

Due to the growing interest shown by firms in various federal states, the pro-

gram will be extended, from 2012 onward, to other countries associated with 

ARSP’s international volunteer program. The plans for such an extension are 

informed both by the personal networks of former volunteers and by ARSP net-

works of friends. Concrete preparations for the development of two-week in-

ternship programs are ongoing in the USA. The programs will involve four trai-

nees traveling to the USA in 2012. 

Anniversaries of ARSP’s work in Israel, France and the UK

50 years of ARSP in Israel

The fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in Israel was celebrated throughout 2011. 

Public events were organized both in Germany and in Israel: encounters, lectures, 

conferences, parish meetings, cultural events and celebrations. In Germany, the 

year began with a theological conference organized by the Congress of Regional 
Church Work Groups on Christians and Jews. The title of the conference was “The 

Country of Israel in Christian and Jewish Religion and Theology”. The final event 

of the year was a conference held at the Evangelical Academy in Bad Boll. The 

title of this conference was “Victims, Guilt and Atonement: 50 Years of Action 

Reconciliation’s Work in Israel”. 

In Israel, the cycle of public events began, in February of 2011, with a panel dis-

cussion on the “Future of Remembrance” organized by the Konrad Adenauer Foun-
dation in Jerusalem and featuring Angela Merkel. The final event took place in 

December of 2011, when the German Football Association visited Israel. The high 

point of the cycle of public events was a three-day anniversary celebration at the 

Ramat Rachel Conference Center in Jerusalem (6 to 8 March 2011). The keynote speech 

was held by the President of Germany’s Federal Assembly and the prime minister 

of North Rhine-Westphalia, Hannelore Kraft. A short welcoming speech was held 

by the vice president of the Bundestag, Katrin Göring-Eckardt. A religious ser-

vice was celebrated in the Protestant Church of the Redeemer, as an expression of 

gratitude for everything achieved during the past fifty years. The next two days 

saw friends, speakers and numerous guests participate in discussion forums and 

symposiums, where they discussed ARSP’s work, German-Israeli relations and 

the significance of the Shoah in the societies of Germany and Israel, as well as 

international voluntary service. The celebration closed with a jazz-hop-soul con-

cert featuring the Dachau-based band “Lupin”. 

The anniversary year ended with a delegation of the German Football Associa-

tion visiting the international meeting center Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace in
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Jerusalem in December. Marco Bode was a member of this delegation, which 

made an outstanding donation of 7,500 euros. 

50 years of ARSP in France

“Franco-German friendship is a delicate little plant that ought to be watered every 

day”, said Charles Giusti of the French Ministry for Education and Youth on the occa-

sion of ARSP’s anniversary reception. He also emphasized ARSP’s pioneering role “in 

the field of cross-border voluntary service”. Today, he said, ARSP provides an impor-

tant platform for Franco-German dialog and intercultural exchange. 

R e uni o n s  an d  e n c o un t e r s  dur in g  t h e  f i f t i e t h-anniv e r s ar y  c e l e b ra t i o n s  in 

I s ra e l:  Ye hu d a  Ba c o n  (ar t i s t ),  Jak ob  Hir s c h  (c h air  o f  A R SP ’s  n e t w o r k  o f 

f r i e n d s),  P r im e  Mini s t e r  Hann e l o r e  K ra f t  an d  o t h e r s

A u di e n c e  m e mbe r s  a t  a  p an e l  di s c u s s i o n  h e l d  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  f i f t i e t h 

anniv e r s ar y  o f  A R SP ’s  w o r k  in  Fran c e
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The 160 guests – French and German, young and old – who met at the Hôtel de 

Beauharnais in the seventh arrondissement between 26 and 29 May included 

Shoah survivors Paul Niedermann and Margot Wicki-Schwarzschild. In 1940, 

when they were children, they and their families were deported from Baden in 

the Palatinate to the French internment camp Grus. A documentary film on their 

fate and their life following deportation had its French premiere on the Peace 

Ship Alterna, in the course of ARSP’s anniversary celebration. 

Jacques Fredj, the director of ARSP’s longstanding project partner Mémorial de 
la Shoah, expressed his appreciation for the work done by ARSP volunteers at 

Europe’s largest Shoah archive by noting that ARSP has “restored the dialog that 

was interrupted and disrupted by the Shoah”. Fredj pointed out that ARSP volun-

teers “have contributed to filling a part of the vacuum that developed follow ing 

the Shoah”. The presence of volunteers at the Mémorial de la Shoah has become a 

matter of course, he said, adding that no one had expected this when co ope-

ration between the Mémorial de la Shoah and ARSP began during the early 1990s. 

The guests present at the anniversary celebration were introduced to other 

Paris- based ARSP projects. They met current ARSP volunteers and learned more 

about the work of Yahad – In Unum, L’Arche à Paris and the Foyer le Pont, as well as 

about the daily challenges faced by these organizations. Moreover, there was 

discussion of future challenges and ARSP project areas in France, as well as of 

the possibilities for internationalizing the volunteer program. Journalist and 

panel member Pascale Hugues was pleasantly surprised by the presence of so 

many young people in the auditorium of the Maison Heinrich Heine, which was 

filled to capacity. She pointed out that she normally speaks to “an ocean of gray- 

haired people”.  

50 years of ARSP in the UK

ARSP’s history in the UK is marked by disruptions and new beginnings, and 

this was reflected in the choice of locations at which to celebrate the anniversa-

ry between 7 and 8 July 2011. Celebrations were held in Coventry and London. In 

Coventry, it was possible to celebrate the beginnings of ARSP’s work in the UK 

in a fitting way. Three members of the first group of 16 volunteers returned to 

Coventry fifty years later. 

The second location at which celebrations were held was the German embassy 

in London. The Polish and German embassies issued a joint invitation. This was 

certainly a novelty, and one that ARSP can be proud of. It also provided an ap-

propriate framework for celebrating the past ten years and ARSP’s successful 

trilateral program in the UK. Continuing the anniversary celebration in London 

had the additional advantage of allowing many of our project partners, the ma-

jority of whom are currently working in London, to attend and celebrate with 

us. It also allowed many other ARSP supporters to attend. 

Aside from the many enriching personal encounters, there was also plenty of 

opportunity for thematic exchange and debate. Stimulating talks were given about 

the different ways in which Germany, the UK and the rest of Europe engage with 

the history of National Socialism, about the issues faced by second- and third-

generation Shoah survivors, about Jewish-Christian dialog and about conflict 

management in an intercultural setting. 
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T he  f i f t i e th  annive r sar y o f  A R SP’s  work in  the  UK wa s  par t ly  c e l e brat e d  in 

Cove nt r y’s  c a the dral,  which wa s  de s t roye d by Ge r man bombs dur ing the 

Se c ond World  War.  T he  pho t ograph f e at ure s  par t i c ipant s  and honorar y gue s t s 

a t  the  annive r sar y c e l e brat ion,  inc luding the  mayor  o f  Cove nt r y. 

ARSP’s international networks of friends

The international networks of friends in the various ARSP countries remain 

 active. For example, the networks of friends in Israel and the UK were strongly 

involved in preparing the 2011 anniversary celebrations. 

The chair of the ARSP board and other members of the board spoke extensively 

with members of the Israeli and British networks of friends during the anni-

versary celebrations in these two countries. Moreover, Karen Polak, the chair of 

the ARSP network of friends in the Netherlands, traveled to Berlin in order to 

speak with Elisabeth Raiser. Plans for 2013 include a meeting between the vari-

ous international networks of friends. The purpose is to strengthen internatio-

nal networks, exchange among the networks of friends and exchange between 

the networks of friends and the board. 

Policy toward Israel

On various occasions throughout 2011, we have tried to establish a dialog bet-

ween ARSP and organizations that seek to promote solidarity with Palestinians, 

be it on an ecumenical basis or as peace activists. These organizations include 

the members of Action Association Service for Peace (Aktionsgemeinschaft Dienst für 
den Frieden, AGDF), with whom we organized a study day on the motives under-

lying our different stances and ways of working. During AGDF’s general assembly, 

there was controversial debate on the “Kairos” paper issued by Palestinian Chris-

tians. Here too, the aim was always that of understanding the reasons behind 

the various positions articulated, or at least to communicate these reasons.
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This approach seems necessary to us, since Israel has repeatedly become the 

object of a clash between divergent positions that is sometimes justified and so-

metimes difficult to understand, a clash that is more revealing of states of mind 

within Germany than it is indicative of a genuine wish to engage with Israel. 

Such considerations also informed ARSP’s participation in the conference held 

at the Evangelical Academy in Bad Boll in November. Other conference partici-

pants included the World Service for Peace (Weltfriedensdienst, WFD), Pax Christi, the 

Reconciliation League and the Ecumenical Volunteer Program in Israel and Palestine. 

Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace (BBY), Jerusalem

Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace (BBY) continues to develop well both in terms 

of the number of visitors it receives and in terms of its thematic profile. The an-

niversary year was of course an excellent opportunity for introducing a broader 

circle of interested persons to the House. Overall, we have been able to offer and 

successfully implement more thematic programs than in previous years. With 

regard to the financial situation, 2011 will be the first year in which a signifi-

cant portion of the funds disbursed by ARSP Berlin will have been repaid. We 

know that this positive trend is not to be taken for granted and may be disrup-

ted, and so we are working to foster a core set of groups that will continue to visit 

the country even under difficult circumstances. 

International encounter center for young people in 
Oświęcim / Auschwitz 

Unfortunately, the productive process mutually agreed upon by the international 

encounter center for young people in Oświęcim /Auschwitz (IJBS) and ARSP has pro-

gress ed only very slowly, at least as far as creating the position of education ad-

visor is concerned. The agreement was that ARSP would provide the internatio-

nal encounter center with such an advisor. Following two unsuccessful calls for 

application, the position was eventually awarded to Judith Hoehne, who has begun 

her work on 16 January 2012.

Obviously, the vacancy of the position in 2011 led to a certain degree of tension 

within the international encounter center. This was all the more so as the position 

of another, Polish educator was also vacant. In parallel with efforts to remedy 

this staffing problem and a reiteration of the original agreement to let ARSP fill 

the position of education advisor at the encounter center, a dialog was sought 

with Germany’s Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 

Youth, as well as with Germany’s federal states, with an eye to bringing about 

structural improvement of the encounter center’s financial situation. The new 

program developed by the Foundation “Making Remembrance Possible”, which ARSP 

is now a partner of, may also improve the staffing situation and lead to more 

qualified personnel performing educational work at the memorial site.  

In the summer, the governing body of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland visited 

the encounter center in the company of the chair of ARSP’s board. The visit to the 

memorial site was organized by ARSP. The members of the church governing 

body were impressed with the work done by ARSP and the international encoun-

ter center. In December of 2011, we celebrated the international encounter center’s 

twenty-fifth anniversary with survivors of the concentration camp. The celebration 

was also attended by partner organizations and members of the board of trustees.  
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Centre Le Pont, Paris

In terms of public events organized by ARSP in 2011, we can look back upon a 

successful year. Highlights included the Evangelical Church of the Rhineland’s 

 center for European and inter-religious encounters and a number of promising 

meetings at which possibilities for cooperation in 2012 were discussed. 

Cooperation with the Foyer le Pont reached a rewarding climax with the fiftieth 

anniversary of ARSP’s work in France, celebrated between 26 and 29 May 2011. 

In addition to this, the seminars for volunteers in France were largely hosted by 

the Foyer le Pont. We intend to continue this practice in 2012. The orientation days 

in September have proven to be a success, as have the bi- or trilateral weekend 

seminars in December and the country seminar in the spring. The same is true 

of a concluding two-day meeting held in late August of each year. The Centre le 
Pont provides an ideal and welcoming setting for ARSP’s demanding volunteer 

seminars, which involve groups of between 20 and 40 persons. 

The Foyer le Pont has proven valuable in terms of the accommodation it provides 

and as a conference location. Visitors from the network of Evangelical Acade-

mies, ARSP’s curatorium and other contacts have grown familiar with it and 

learned to appreciate it. The Foyer also hosts groups and organizations that are 

part of the networks of ARSP volunteers, e.g. StattReisen Berlin, the Saarbrücken 
Institute for Pedagogy and Media and the House of the Wannsee Conference. 

The Evangelical Church in Germany 

In 2011, the Evangelical Church in Germany has appointed a commissioner for volun-
tary service, Bishop Jan Janssen. He also acts as honorary patron of the conference 
of Protestant voluntary service programs. The Evangelical Church in Germany has also 

appointed a counselor, on the model of the counselor for civilian service. 

Thematic cooperation with the Evangelical Church in Germany has developed very 

positively with regard to church responses to right-wing extremism. Thus the 

chairman of the Council, Nikolaus Schneider, was the keynote speaker at the 

conference of the Federal Work Group in Wittenberg in early November 2011. 

He also invited Dr. Christian Staffa to attend a Council meeting on the same issue, 

scheduled to be held in Hofgeismar on 26 January 2012. Moreover, the Evangelical 
Church in Germany supported ARSP in its implementation of the Ukrainian 

 volunteer program in Poland. It also helped finance the anniversary celebration 

in Israel following the German-Israeli Future Forum’s announcement that it would 

not be able to support the celebration. 

Other partners

Apart from Adolf Würth GmbH & Co. KG, we have been able, in 2011, to establish 

further cooperations with Westphalian firms, thanks to the mediation of the 

Evangelical Church of Westphalia. Twelve trainees participated in an ARSP-hosted 

program in Israel, which they experienced as a great success. Our cooperation 

with the Stephanus Foundation is progressing consistently. On 22 January 2012, 

we celebrated a German-Polish prayer service. This was the first of a series of 

events associated with the anniversary of our summer camp activities. 
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The Bodelschwingh Foundations Bethel are sponsoring two volunteer positions, and 

the Augustinum Group one. 

ARSP considers the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future an impor-

tant and productive partner. The Foundation’s new volunteer program has gotten 

off to a good start and ARSP volunteers visited the Foundation at the beginning 

and end of the program, reporting on their motives for engaging in volunteer 

work and on the results of their work. 

The Mercator Foundation’s two-year sponsorship of ARSP ends in 2012. Thankfully, 

the Foundation has agreed to sponsor ARSP for another two years.

The financial situation  

2011 was a good year. This is due, in part, to the financial support ARSP now 

 receives from the International Youth Voluntary Service. The effect of this support 

was comparatively limited in 2011 and only evident during the last four months 

of the year, as the expenses associated with the selection process could not be 

claimed. However, 2012 will involve a significant improvement in the financing of 

volunteer work, an improvement that will also make itself felt in ARSP’s budget. 

However, it needs also to be noted that other sponsorship options are at risk. 

This is true, in the medium term, of the European Volunteer Service, for example. 

We very much hope that we will be able, in 2012, to pay our employees full gra-

tuity (the former Christmas bonus). Only three fourths could be paid in 2011. 

Moreover, we are making an effort to motivate former ARSP volunteers to donate 

to ARSP. Aside from the well-functioning work of our voluntary workers and an 

anticipated growing demand for ARSP membership among former volunteers, 

donations are an important element within the development of ARSP’s work. 

During the first half of 2011, we were surprised by a marked decline in the funds 

obtained through parish collections. In late November 2011, we were still 35,000 

euros short compared to the previous year; this was the worst result in the past 

three years. We have addressed this development in our circular e-mail to chur-

ches in September of 2011. 

In various e-mails, we have offered various ARSP publications, including some 

from our back catalog, as gifts or in return for donations. The response to this 

has been very positive. 

The total sum of donations in 2011 was the highest since 2008. 2011 was in any 

case an exceptional year, due to our fiftieth anniversary. The high amount of 

donations is largely due to large donations earmarked for specific occasions 

(including more than 30,000 euros donated on the occasions of the ninetieth 

anniversary of Franz von Hammerstein’s birth and his funeral). In general, the 

number of donations earmarked for specific occasions is rising continuously. 

In November of 2011, we began cooperating with www.clicks4charity.de, a social 

enterprise that generates donations to non-governmental organizations by work-

ing with online stores. Our efforts to motivate older, inactive former volunteers 

to engage with ARSP in a lasting way have not been more successful in 2011 than 

in other years. 
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The office / the association

Staff

Like previous years, 2011 was turbulent with regard to our staff situation. For 

example, there was a change of staff in the fundraising department: our long-

standing head of department Bettina Hoffmann left us to work for Brot für die 
Welt on 1 July 2011. She was succeeded, on 1 November, by Anna Rosa Böck, who 

previously worked for ARSP donator’s service. 

Our program coordinator for Belgium, Esther Sommer, has left ARSP, as has the 

program coordinator for Israel, Katharina von Münster. We welcome Vera Kock ler 

as the new ARSP coordinator for Belgium and Christa Zwilling-Seidenstücker 

as the new ARSP coordinator for Israel. We have also succeeded in recruiting a 

young woman with Down syndrome for clerical work. Initially, this posed many 

challenges, but in the meantime, the work situation in the ARSP office has bene-

fited greatly. We have also hired Kosima Keller as an assistant; she is responsible 

for mail and telephone communication, as well as for support work associated 

with the organization of public events. In the project area on intercultural acti-

vities, we bid farewell to Eike Stegen, who is succeeded by Kamila Zimmermann. 

Adriana Glowicka has newly joined our donator’s service. Ronald Stöber has 

ended his sabbatical and returned to our finance department. Sabine Behr has 

been given a permanent deputy position. In Israel, Stav Lawrence is succeeded 

by Jonas Abel as director of Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace. 

Andrea Koch has resigned as deputy executive manager of ARSP. Jutta Weduwen 

took up her position in June of 2011. 

The year 2012 will involve further changes of staff. The historian and social sci-

entist Rainer Ohliger will assume the position of executive manager of ARSP on 

1 May 2012, Dr. Christian Staffa having resigned from this position after thir-

teen successful years. Regional director Jens Pohl, who has worked for ARSP for 

forty years, will also leave the association. Magdalena Scharf, the program di-

rector for the USA, will succeed him as ARSP regional director.

This is no doubt the most significant change of staff in a decade. The board is 

confident, however, that ARSP’s overall situation is so positive that a change of 

staff at the top and a farewell to a longstanding staff member with a broad ran-

ge of contacts will also provide new opportunities. 

A word of thanks to our supporters

We wish to take this opportunity to extend our heartfelt thanks to all those who 

support our work, the Evangelical Church in Germany, all our project partners and 

all donators. A special word of thanks goes out to the Polish embassies in Berlin 

and the UK, the Israeli embassy in Berlin, the German embassies in London, 

Paris and Tel Aviv, the Presidium of the Protestant Church Congress, the numerous 

regional churches and parishes, the foundations, the Foreign Office, the Fede-

ral Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth, the Federal 

Ministry of the Interior and the European Commission. 
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ARSP’s public 
relations work
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ARSP’s public 
relations work
He ik e  K l e f f n e r

In 2011, we succeeded for the first time in taking ARSP’s presence in the regio-

nal and national media beyond the level achieved during the 2008 anniversary 

year: by the end of 2011, ARSP was the object of some 700 media reports (print 

and online media, television). Thematically, these reports focused, among other 

things, on the anniversary of ARSP’s work in Israel, on protest against the “clause 

on extremism” and/or commitment against right-wing extremism, on future 

volunteers who are looking for sponsors prior to traveling abroad and on retur-

ning volunteers and their projects. Special attention has been paid to projects in 

Russia, due to the seventieth anniversary of the German attack on the Soviet 

Union, and projects in Israel, due to the fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work there. 

Other reports have focused on the campaign against the deportation of Roma 

and the projects implemented in ARSP’s international summer camps. 

Protests against the “clause on extremism” /
Commitment against right-wing extremism

Since October 2010, the organizers of numerous projects against right-wing extre-

mism, racism and anti-Semitism have been confronted with the fact that Fede-

ral Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth has begun to 

require organizations that wish to receive financial support under the federal 

programs “Promoting Tolerance – Reinforcing Competence” and “Initiative for 

Strengthening Democracy” to sign a so-called “Democratic Statement Against 

Extremism”. This statement and the “Notes on the Democratic Statement” are 

mailed to the organizations that have been selected for funding, and the orga-

nizations are required to sign the statement in order to receive the funds allotted 

to them. Dr. Ulrich Battis, a professor of public and administrative law, has writ-

ten an expert opinion at the request of ARSP, the Cultural Office for Saxony, 

Victim’s Perspective Brandenburg and the Association for Democratic Culture. 

In his expert opinion, he concludes that parts of the statement are “questionable 

with regard to constitutional law”. The compulsion to sign the statement promp-

ted massive discontent, criticism and protest among the projects affected, as well 

as among scholars and politicians. ARSP cooperated with the Cultural Office 

for Saxony, Victim’s Perspective Brandenburg and the Association for Demo-

cratic Culture in organizing an “Action Day for Democracy – Against Distrust 

and Compulsory Statement of Allegiance” on 1 February 2011. Hundreds of pro-

test e-mails, faxes and letters were sent to Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel 

(Christian Democrat Union) and Federal Minister for Family Affairs, Senior 

 Citizens, Women and Youth Kristina Schröder (Christian Democrat Union). A 

broad range of individuals from civil society, politics and academia spoke out 
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De ac one s s e s  par t i c ipat e d  in  p ro t e s t s  again s t  a  Na z i  march in  Frank f ur t  on the 

Od e r  in  t h e  s p r in g  o f  2012.  T h e  m o t t o  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t s  w a s  “Ch ar i t y  R e quir e s 

C l ar i t y  –  Bl o c k a d e  Na z i  Mar c h e s  Ev e r ywh e r e ”.  T h e  m o t t o  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t im e 

A R SP an d  t h e  Fe d e ra l  Wo r k  Gr o up  o n  t h e  Chur c h  an d  R i ght-W in g  E x t r e mi s m 

addre s s e d  the  ge ne ral  publi c  t o  draw at t e nt ion t o  a  Chr i s t ian block ade  s e c t ion 

that was organi ze d a s par t  o f  the pro t e s t s  agains t  a ne o-Na z i march in Dre sde n 

in  Fe b r u ar y  o f  2012.  ( Ph o t ograph:  Pa t r i c k  Pl e u l  dp a  /  l b n)

Kat r in Gör ing-Eckardt, pre s ident o f the Prote s tant Church Congre ss, v i s it s 

the A RSP informat ion booth.
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against the clause. ARSP’s public relations department supported these civil-

society initiatives and their protest throughout 2011, by means of talks given at 

public events, publications and a second campaign (“Democracy Needs Us”) that 

began in the fall of 2011.

As in previous years, ARSP participated in the blockade of the neo-Nazi march 

in Dresden in February of 2012, providing transportation to and from the site of 

the protests by bus. The march was organized by neo-Nazis to draw attention to 

the Allied bombing of Dresden. The blockade was once again a success. ARSP’s 

public relations department also cooperated with the coordinating director of 

the Federal Work Group on the Church and Right-Wing Extremism in organizing both 

the Federal Work Group’s general assembly in Frankfurt on the Main (February 

of 2011) and its successful annual assembly, which boasted more than a hund-

red participants (November 2011). 

In cooperation with the ARSP regional director and thanks to the commitment 

of many non-salaried friends of ARSP and former volunteers, as well as of the 

Amaro Drom association and the campaign “Everyone stays!”, ARSP’s public 

relations department was able to contribute – via specially produced information 

leaflets, a T-shirt collection and media presence – to the call for discontinuing 

the deportation of formally “tolerated” Roma to the Republic of Kosovo being 

passed as an official resolution at the thirty-third Protestant Church Congress 

in Dresden. 

Successful relaunch of ARSP’s public identity

The relaunch process that was decided upon by the ARSP board in 2010 was brought 

to a successful conclusion in 2011. ARSP’s new logo and new visual identity have 

met with a very positive response and reception. The invitations and brochures 

printed in connection with the anniversaries of ARSP’s work in Israel, France 

and the UK displayed a coherent format and layout, as intended. ARSP’s website, 

www.asf-ev.de, has been accessed more than 50,000 times a month since the 

relaunch. Moreover, in the field of social media, ARSP’s presence on Facebook 

has been systematically expanded and the number of “Facebook friends” has in-

creased to about 1,500. This means that we have been able to address our target 

audience of former and present volunteers more directly. Promotion of ARSP 

public events has also become more effective thanks to our presence on Face-

book. More than 1,800 persons now subscribe to our e-newletter, which is pub-

lished four times a year.

Since 2011, the journal Zeichen also boasts a new layout and structure. The journal’s 

thematic sections reflect the guidelines decided by the board and the general 

assembly, combining contributions by ARSP volunteers with contributions by 

external experts and guest writers. Zeichen is published as a quarterly journal 

with a print run of 15,000 to 17,000 copies. 

In addition, ARSP’s public relations department has designed, developed and 

managed, in 2011, the websites of the Federal Work Group on the Church and Right-
Wing Extremism [www.bagkr.de] and the second campaign against the “clause 

on extremism” [www.demokratiebrauchtuns.de].
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Intensive recruitment of volunteers

In light of the suspension of military service and the resulting need for advertising 

ARSP’s voluntary service programs more broadly, ARSP’s public relations depart-

ment has implemented a number of targeted promotion measures. These include: 

■ mailing a new and appealing f lyer on voluntary service to church parishes 

across the country;

■ an advertising agreement with the daily newspaper tageszeitung; 

■ more than 200 student newspapers throughout the country have been 

provided with information on ARSP’s activities and brief reports; 

■ the most important Internet portals on voluntary service have been provided 

with updated ARSP materials; 

■ current and former ARSP volunteers have been contacted (via e-mail and, 

from October onward, via Facebook), so that they can act as multipliers and 

make others aware of the possibility of ARSP voluntary service; 

■ four-page supplements on ARSP have been published in the Bavarian and 

Hesse-Nassau editions of the Protestant weekly newspaper Evangelische 

Sonntagszeitung (print run: 30,000 each);

■ schools and job centers throughout the country have been provided with 

information leaflets on voluntary service. 

New ARSP publications

■ DVD “It’s my history too” (directed by Julia Oelkers, Germany 2011, 

30 minutes). A film about three neighborhood mothers in Berlin and their 

thoughts about the history of National Socialism and about their own history 

as refugees and immigrants. The film was produced in cooperation with 

ARSP’s project area on intercultural activities and autofokus videowerkstatt.

■ Anniversary brochure “Living Stories/Histories – Action Reconciliation 

Service for Peace in Israel, 1961–2011”, 68 pages.

■ Anniversary brochure “Du participe passé au participe présent: 50 ans 

d‘ARSP en France“, 40 pages. 

■ Anniversary brochure “Experiencing History(s) – 50 Years of Action 

Reconciliation Service for Peace in the UK”, 44 pages.

■ Präfamina – Einleitungen zu den gottesdienstlichen Lesungen. Vorgelegt 

von Peter von den Osten-Sacken und Friedrich Duensing, 80 pages.

■ Commemorative publication: Unterwegs – 100 Jahre Rudolf Weckerling 

(edited by Freyja Eberding, Ute Gniewoß, Tilmann Hachfeld, 

Thomas Dietrich Lehmann and Christian Staffa), 120 pages.

■ Der Allmacht des Todes widerstehen, Ein Sammelband mit Manfred 

Karnetzkis Predigten und Andachten (edited by Christian Keller), 150 pages.

■ The ARSP collection for 2011: pleasant-looking T-shirts and shawls, made 

entirely from organic cotton, to support the campaign against the deportation 

of Roma from Germany and the work of ARSP volunteers in Roma projects 

in the UK, Russia and the Czech Republic. 

The ARSP journal “Zeichen” is published four times a year. It features thematic 

sections, background articles, reports on current activities and much more. 

■ Zeichen 1/2011. Thematic section on voluntary service after the suspension 

of military service. 
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■ Zeichen 02/2011. Thematic section: “Forgotten and Persecuted: The Victims 

of the Attack on the Soviet Union”. Background article: “Fifty Years of ARSP 

in Israel, France and the UK”. 

■ Zeichen 03/2011. Thematic section on refugees and migration. Background 

article: “No Immunity for National Socialist War Criminals”. 

■ Zeichen 04/2011. Thematic section on the everyday life of ARSP volunteers. 

■ Three sermon manuals for Holocaust Memorial Day (27 January 2011), Israel 

Sunday (August 2011) and the Ecumenical Decade for Peace (November 2011) 

(print runs of between 5,000 and 7,000 each). 

■ Annual Report 2010

■ ARSP e-mail newsletter (four installments)

■ Summer camp program for 2011 (promotion postcard in German, English 

and French)

International contributions to ARSP’s 
public relations work:

■ ARSP UK online newsletter

■ Newsletter for the Netherlands

■ ARSP USA newsletter

A c t i o n  t h e a t e r  p e r f o r m an c e  b y  f o r m e r  A R SP v o lun t e e r s  o n  t h e  t hir t y-t hird 

P r o t e s t an t  Chur c h  Co n gr e s s,  o rgani z e d  in  c o nn e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  “Ev e r yo n e 

St ays!”  c amp ai gn  a gain s t  t h e  d e p o r t a t i o n  o f  R o m a f r o m Ge r m any
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Project
History and 
Diversity
Ju t t a  We duw e n

The project History and Diversity has been able, via a large number of educatio-

nal and encounter programs, to further develop its historical and political work 

in the context of history in the immigration society. 

New groups of neighborhood mothers from Kreuzberg, Steglitz, Charlottenburg 

and Wedding joined ARSP in searching for traces of National Socialist history. In 

doing so, they introduced their own perspectives and histories in a dialogic fashion. 

The ARSP film production “It’s my history too”

In 2009 and 2011, these seminar programs led to the publication of a brochure, 

titled “Our Histories – Your History”, and a film, “It’s my history too”. In both the 

brochure and the film, neighborhood mothers report on their engagement with 

the history of National Socialism. The concept for the film “It’s my history too” 

was developed by the project History and Diversity in cooperation with film  direc tor 

Julia Oelkers and ARSP’s public relations department. The film premiered in 

April of 2011. An audience of 200 attended the premiere screening in the Passage 

Cinema in Berlin’s Neukölln neighborhood. Following the screening, the au-

dience, the director and Stefan Kramer, the general secretary of the Central 

Coun cil of Jews in Germany, discussed the challenges associated with raising 

awareness of National Socialist history in an immigration society. The film, which 

ARSP was able to make with the support of the Press and Information Office of 

the Federal Government, was very positively received. As a result, the first DVD 

edition (1,000 copies) is now out of stock. Meanwhile, a second edition (another 

1,000 copies), with Turkish, English and French subtitles, has also been produ-

ced. The project History and Diversity has presented the film and the brochure 

in the context of more than 20 public events held across Germany. These public 

events were organized in cooperation with ARSP regional groups. 

Numerous public events

In 2011, the activities of the project History and Diversity were in demand at nu-

merous public events and conferences, as well as in connection with publi ca-

tions devoted to interculturally oriented historical and political education. Talks 

were held at the annual assembly of the Center for Research into anti-Semitism 

at Berlin’s Technical University, at memorial site seminars and at Evangelical 

academies. 
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The work of the project History and Diversity also met with international reco-

gnition. On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in Israel, the 

project History and Diversity organized a workshop on history and pluralism 

in cooperation with the Kreuzberg neighborhood mothers and the Ghetto Fighters Mu-
seum. The Goethe Institute in Oslo screened the film and then hosted a panel dis-

cussion. On 20 January 2011, the British newspaper The Economist reported on 

the neighborhood mother project in an article titled “The Past is Another Country“.

In November, the project History and Diversity cooperated with the Ger man Fede-
ral Agency for Civic Education in organizing a study trip to Israel. The theme was 

“Integration and Migration in Israel”. The study trip was directed primarily at 

multipliers from the field of intercultural work. 

Neighborhood tours in Berlin-Kreuzberg

In Berlin-Kreuzberg, the project area has been able to train six neighborhood 

mothers, who now conduct guided tours through their neighborhoods. These 

tours involve the neighborhood mothers providing visitors with a variety of con-

tributions and pieces of information on persecution, refugees and immigration. 

By means of this project, we have succeeded in providing participants in our se-

minars with a forum within which they can act as experts on their own affairs. 

From early 2012 onward, the tours will be organized in cooperation with the 

Kreuzberg Museum. 

In the fall of 2011, we organized a historical and intercultural encounter program, 

as we have in previous years. This involved persons of German, Turkish, Greek 

and Armenian backgrounds engaging with their shared – and sometimes con-

flictual – histories. 

Cahi d e  Muv a f ik  a t  an  A R SP t o ur  o f  K r e u z be rg 

( ph o t ograph:  K amil a  Zimm e r m ann)
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In order to reach a greater number of potential volunteers with an immigrant 

background, former ARSP volunteers visited numerous schools and spoke about 

their voluntary service. They visited schools that reflected the student composi-

tion in an immigration society. The former ARSP volunteers themselves also have 

a broad range of backgrounds. 

The director of the project History and Diversity, Jutta Weduwen, was invited by 

the Evangelical Church in Germany to the join the ecumenical preparatory committee 
that will be organizing the Intercultural Week. Eike Stegen has bid the project His-

tory and Diversity farewell after working there for four years. He has been suc-

ceed ed as project coordinator by Kamila Zimmermann. 

It is extremely worrying to the project area that all applications for financial 

sup port of its activities in 2012 have been rejected. We welcome every form of 

support. 

A word of thanks to our supporters

In 2011, the work of the ARSP project History and Diversity was supported by the European 
Integration Fund, the German Federal Ministry of the Interior, the Foundation Remembrance, 
Responsibility and Future and the Press and Information Office of the Federal Government.

Par t ic ipant s in the seminar se r ie s “Neighborhood Mothers Searching for Trace s o f 

Na t i o n al  S o c i a l i s t  Hi s t o r y”  an d  n e i ghb o r h o o d  m o t h e r s  f r o m Be r l in-St e g l i t z 

an d  Ch ar l o t t e nb urg-W ilm e r s d o r f                  ( ph o t ograph:  Ju di t h  St e ink ühl e r)
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ARSP’s regional 
work in Germany
Je n s  Pohl 

The year 2011 was characterized by numerous requests, encounters and invita-

tions received by the ARSP regional program and the 19 ARSP regional groups. 

The regional program and the regional groups were invited to present the work of 

ARSP in all its diversity. In 2011, former volunteers have also continued to be high-

ly interested in joining ARSP regional groups following their return to Germany. 

Diverse commitment: ARSP’s regional groups

One of the highlights of the work accomplished by the regional program and 

the many persons who work in the regional groups on a voluntary basis in 2011 

was the thirty-third Protestant Church Congress in Dresden. More than 40 for-

mer volunteers staffed three ARSP information booths and collected signatures 

against the deportation of Roma from Germany to the Republic of Kosovo. Our 

cooperation with the Amaro Drom association from Berlin and the Göttingen-

based campaign “Everyone Stays!” was especially satisfying. 

The traditional meeting of regional group speakers and other people committed 

to working for ARSP – held in Göttingen in late October of 2011, attended by 30 

people and characterized by numerous intense debates – was also a success. In 

particular, the debates over ARSP’s work within the Federal Work Group on the Church 
and Right-Wing Extremism and the possibilities for ARSP regional groups to par-

ticipate in protests against neo-Nazi marches in Dresden and Dortmund have 

had an effect on the regional groups’ practical work. Moreover, the year 2011 saw 

many ARSP regional groups organizing public events and screenings of the ARSP 

film “It’s my history too”. During these public events and screenings, they were 

consistently able to establish new contacts and win new cooperation partners. 

Major beacons: ARSP’s networks of friends

The public events with Juri Elperin that were held in Hamburg, Frankfurt on the 

Main and Freiburg in 2011 and early 2012 were surely one of the highlights of the 

activities engaged in by the ARSP networks of friends. The motto for these pub-

lic events was “My European Life”. With the support of the regional program, 

ARSP’s seven networks of friends bring together former volunteers, friends and 

sponsors of the association, as well as persons from political and church life and 

persons who are interested in participating in ARSP’s work. The evening mee-

tings of the networks of friends that took place in Hamburg, Düsseldorf, Bad Boll, 

Munich, Leipzig, Frankfurt and Freiburg in 2011 were characterized by a grati-

fyingly high number of participants and exciting speakers. 
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Talks by church leaders organized by the ARSP regional program

12 January 2011 Church President Dr. Volker Jung, 

Regional Church of Hesse-Nassau

08 February 2011 Bishop Gerhard Ulrich, North Elbian Church

10 February 2011 Church President Joachim Liebig, 

Regional Church of Saxony Anhalt

15 February 2011 Dr. Martin Dutzmann, church council member 

and military bishop, Church of Lippe

09 March 2011 Church President Jann Schmidt, Reformed Church

16 May 2011 Bishop Ralf Meister, Regional Church of Hannover

25 August 2011 Dr. Christoph Münchow, Regional Church of Saxony

09 September 2011 Minister Martin Huhn, Regional Church of Baden

05 – 08 November 

2011

Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 

Magdeburg

Talks by representatives of federal states, institutions and civil society

14 January 2011 “The Thirtieth Anniversary of the 

Martin Niemöller Center“, Berlin

17 February 2011 Meetings with ARSP regional church representatives 

in Berlin

13 March 2011 Week of Fraternity, Minden

04 April 2011 Discussion with representatives of the German 

Football Association steering committee, 

Frankfurt on the Main

27 June 2011 Dr. Dieter Graumann, Chairman of the 

Central Council of Jews in Germany

02 August 2011 State Secretary Weihmann, regional representative 

of the Free State of Saxony, Berlin

15 September 2011 Regional representative of Brandenburg, Berlin

12 Oktober 2011 Jens Böhrnsen, mayor of Bremen (retired)

Evening meetings of the ARSP networks of friends

25 January 2012 Public event in Frankfurt on the Main, with Juri 

Elperin (“My European Life”), ARSP network of 

friends for Frankfurt on the Main and environs

27 January 2012 Public event in Frankfurt on the Main, with Juri 

Elperin (“My European Life”), ARSP network of 

friends for Southern Baden
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28 January 2011 Public event in Leipzig, with Professor and Bishop 

(retired) Dr. Christoph Kähler and Minister Fried-

rich Magirius: “Traces of Grace in History”, ARSP 

network of friends for Leipzig

20 October 2011 Public event in Hamburg, with Juri Elperin (“My 

European Life”), ARSP network of friends for 

North Elbia 

03 November 2011 Public event in Munich, with Dr. Michael Wunder: 

“Being different is normal – persons with disabi-

lities between inclusion and exclusion”, ARSP net-

work of friends for Munich and environs

15 November 2011 Public event in Düsseldorf, with Bernhard Fricke, 

Eva van Keuck and Daniela Bröhl (“Remembrance: 

A Stimulus for Commitment in the Field of Refugees 

and Asylum”), ARSP network of friends for the 

Rhineland

25 November 2011 Public event in Leipzig, with Leszek Szuster, Wolf-

gang Brinkel and Michael Schetelich (“Reconciliation 

with Poland? Action Reconciliation’s Contribution 

to German-Polish Relations”), ARSP network of 

friends for Leipzig

Presentations of ARSP’s work in schools, church parishes and initiatives

18 March 2011 Neighborhood festival, Evangelical Paulus Parish, 

Berlin-Tempelhof

19 March 2011 “Rhine-Neckar” orientation days, 

Ruprecht Karls University, Heidelberg

April 2011 Visits to schools in the Rhineland, evangelical 

church districts Leverkusen and Düsseldorf

13 April 2011 “Day of Solidarity and Partnership”, municipal 

district administration, Berlin-Lichtenberg

11 September 2011 Evangelical church district Cottbus

25 November 2011 Open Church Day, Dora Weber 

Vocational Training Center, Berlin

At the conclusion of my 40-year for ARSP, I wish to take this opportunity to thank 

all the wonderful people and friends in all sections of the regional program for 

their cooperation. I also wish to mention my excellent cooperation with the stu-

dent assistant of the ARSP regional program, Hans Probst, who will also leave 

ARSP in the spring of 2012, for reasons related to his university education. Many 

thanks to all of you for many trustful years within the many-sided organization 

that is ARSP. 
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ARSP’s 
regional groups
Han s  P r obs t  an d  Jak ob  St ür m ann

The work of ARSP’s regional group – what exactly does it consist in? Regional 

groups are active on a variety of levels. They join local initiatives, provide a forum 

for former volunteers and supporters of ARSP and take a stance on a range of issues. 

This report is intended to illustrate three aspects of the regional groups’ work 

in 2011, so as to provide exemplary insight into different areas of that work. 

Protests against the neo-Nazi march in Dresden

As in previous years, neo-Nazis mobilized across Europe to stage a march in 

Dresden, with the purpose of abusing the anniversary of the 1945 bombing of 

the city for their own ends. In 2010, blockades and civil disobedience prevented 

the march from taking place, thanks in part to the participation of many for-

mer ARSP volunteers. The opportunity to prevent the march another time then 

presented itself as a key moment, an opportunity to set a trend. For this reason, 

the preparation and coordination of the protests via the alliance “Dresden Free of 

Nazis” was characterized by broad participation. ARSP contributed to the alliance 

via its Berlin office and its regional group in Dresden. ARSP was also the first 

signatory of the call to blockade the march. As early as late 2010, various ARSP 

regional groups organized closed and public meetings and discussion rounds 

devoted to 13 February in Dresden. There, various forms of action were critically 

discussed. At the same time, the thematic backdrop to the historically charged 

“myth of Dresden” was examined. This was accomplished, in part, via a net-

working process between various ARSP regional groups, e.g. between the regional 

groups in Leipzig and Dresden. The ARSP regional group in Berlin also orga-

nized a public event on the legitimacy of blockades. This was done in co ope ra-

tion with the Union of Persecutees of the Nazi Regime. Despite massive obstruc-

tion by the police, the Nazi march was once again successfully prevented in 2011. 

It has not yet been possible to conclude our evaluation of the demonstration: 

 demonstrators who resisted the Nazi march were subject to blanket criminali-

zation. Examples of this include the massive accessing and storage of telecom-

munication data by the police and incomprehensible investigations and criminal 

procedures. Active participants from ARSP regional groups were also affected 

by these measures. 

How successful the broadly supported protests nevertheless turned out to be can 

be seen from the events of 2012. The renewed prevention of the neo-Nazi march 

in 2011 has had a signal effect and entailed a disaster for the neo-Nazis in 2012. 

Nevertheless, it took three years of intensive civil society protest to prevent the 

march through Dresden. Absent ongoing and comprehensive commitment, it is
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R e gi o n al  g r o up  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  w i t h  Je n s  Pohl,  dir e c t o r  o f  A R SP ’s  r e g i o n al 

p r ogram (r e t i r e d )

to be expected that other, already well-established neo-Nazi marches – e.g. the 

annual marches in Magdeburg in January or in Dortmund on 1 September – will 

become surrogate events for the neo-Nazi scene.

Film festival “About Courage / High spirits”:
Accompaniment of “Fritz Bauer – Death in Installments“

Fritz Bauer, a survivor of the Shoah and later attorney general for the federal 

state of Hesse, was one of the central protagonists in the prosecution of Nazi 

crimes during the early years of the Federal Republic of Germany. Film director 

Ilona Ziok has portrayed Fritz Bauer in the film “Fritz Bauer – Death in Install-

ments” (Germany 2010). The film was part of the film festival “About Courage / 

High Spirits”, organized by “Aktion Mensch” in 2010 and 2011 and hosted by more 

than one hundred cities. Representatives of ARSP’s regional groups participa-

ted in panels and discussions after the screenings, provided information booths 

on ARSP’s work and in some cases even acted as “city coordinators”, meaning 

they organized the entire screening and subsequent discussion. Cooperating with 

the “About Courage” festival provided many regional groups with an opportunity 

both to present ARSP’s work and to engage thematically with an often neglected 

aspect of West German history. 

The meeting of regional groups in Göttingen

The main forum for networking and thematic exchange between the regional 

groups is provided by their annual meeting in Göttingen. The meeting provides 

an opportunity to coordinate and plan activities and also to discuss possible key 

themes of future regional group activities. This year, the focus was on a future 

workshop devoted to the regional groups’ work. The change of staff in the Ber-

lin office also impacted the meeting: the regional groups thanked and bade fare-

well to the longstanding coordinator of the regional program, Jens Pohl. The 

meeting in Göttingen also provided his successor, Magdalena Scharf, with an 

opportunity to introduce herself. 
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International 
meeting center
Beit Ben Yehuda
 – House of Peace,
Jerusalem
Chr i s t a  Zw i l l in g-S e i d e n s t ü c k e r

High attendance and diverse groups of guests

The international meeting center has continued to receive a high number of visi-

tors in 2011. The room occupancy rate was 84 percent. The prospects for conti-

nuing to make use of the meeting center in the future are good, due to the strong 

increase in tourist and encounter programs. Many individual visitors have now 

returned to Beit Ben Yehuda several times, as have some groups. The visitors have 

diverse backgrounds and come from many different countries. As a result, inte-

resting international encounters often already occur over breakfast. Aside from 

German and Israeli student groups, the house has been used as a conference 

and seminar location by domestic youth organizations, student associations and 

non-governmental organizations. But the guest house also enjoys a good repu-

tation among its Jerusalem neighbors. Bar and Bat Mitzvah celebrations are fre-

quently held there, as are other family celebrations. 

It has also finally been possible, in 2011, to install air conditioning in the rooms. 

In the summer, air conditioning is indispensable in a guest house with multi-

bed rooms. The standards at Beit Ben Yehuda have thereby been raised once more. 

Hopefully, this will be reflected in increased demand and bookings. 

Staff changes

There was a change of staff in late 2011. Stav Lawrence, the manager of Beit Ben 

Yehuda, yielded his position to Jonas Abel, who holds a degree in hotel and tou-

rism management and has previously worked in the Ramat Rahel kibbutz. In 

addition, several voluntary house patrons and interns worked in Beit Ben Yehuda 
throughout the year. 

The voluntary Israeli directorate provided us with advice, practical support and 

valuable suggestions. In 2012, we intend to create a pedagogical employment 

position at Beit Ben Yehuda. The employee will be responsible for planning, pre-

paring and supervising educational programs at Beit Ben Yehuda. Exploratory 

 negotiations are being conducted at the time of writing. 
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International educational work

Several Hebrew and Arab language course were held at Beit Ben Yehuda in 2011. A 

weekly evening program was directed at visitors and interested persons from the 

neighborhood. The courses offered included one on Israeli folk dances, an intro-

duction to Jewish holidays and a tour through the Jewish quarter of the old town 

over Hanukah. 

The introductory seminar of the German-Israeli volunteer program Kom-Mit-Nadev 
was also held at the guest house. Within the context of this program, Beit Ben 
 Yehuda also acts as an organization that dispatches Israeli volunteers to Germany. 

Beit Ben Yehuda cooperated with the ARSP regional office in helping both educa-

tional and tourist visitor groups plan their stay in Israel. On request, we intro-

duce visitors to specific points of interest and qualified speakers. Particular im-

portance is given to encounters with historical witnesses and survivors of the 

Shoah, visits to Yad Vashem and talks with ARSP volunteers.

Public relations work

Visitors from all over the world discover Beit Ben Yehuda – and with it ARSP’s work 

in Israel – on the Internet. The multilingual homepage www.beit-ben-yehuda.org 

provides all the information potential visitors require. Moreover, the diverse 

educational program allows us to reach additional groups of people and multi-

pliers. An e-newsletter, published in German and Hebrew several times a year, 

informs subscribers of activities and highlights of Beit Ben Yehuda’s work.

An at mosphe re conduc ive to bo th work and e ncounte r s:  the int e r nat ional me e t ing
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Future prospects

Thanks to generous funding by the regional government of North Rhine-West-

phalia, made available on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work 

in Israel, it has been possible to equip the international meeting center with 

modern communication technology in early 2012. This opens up new possibili-

ties for conferences and seminars at Beit Ben Yehuda. We would like to extend our 

heartfelt thanks to the regional government of North Rhine-Westphalia for this 

“birthday gift”. 

A word of thanks

Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace Ltd. wishes to thank Stav Lawrence, whose com-

mitment and creativity have made an essential contribution to the current suc-

cess of the guest house. We wish Stav all the best for his future!

We would also like to thank our many voluntary workers, who support us in ten-

ding to our visitors on a day-to-day basis. And we would like to thank our asso-

ciates in Berlin and the voluntary members of the Israeli directorate. 

c e nt e r  Be it  Be n Yehuda – Hou se o f  Pe ac e in Je r u sale m, I s rae l
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Centre le Pont
In e s  Grau

In 2001, the activities of the French regional office in the Foyer le Pont focused on 

the fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in France, as well as on the launching of 

a new thematic seminar series on migration that comprises a bilateral seminar 

for volunteers and a three-part advanced training course for German, French 

and US multipliers. 

The anniversary celebrations in the Foyer le Pont

Between 25 and 29 May 2011, we celebrated five decades of ARSP’s commitment 

to peace in France. The celebrations took place in Paris and in the Foyer le Pont 
and featured a varied program of events. Overall, the anniversary celebrations 

were attended by 160 visitors from all over Europe, most of them from France 

and Germany. The celebrations began with an apéritif in the Foyer le Pont, where 

a permanent photo exhibition on the history of ARSP in France has been opened. 

The following day, the German ambassador to France congratulated ARSP on 

the anniversary. He had invited more than 120 guests to a festive reception at 

his residence.

The rest of the anniversary celebration program focused on artistic, pedagogical 

and sociological perspectives on remembrance and national and milieu-deter-

mined narratives of remembrance. For instance, a public, Franco-German panel 

discussion on remembrance of the Shoah in contemporary German society was 

held at the Mémorial de la Shoah. In addition to this, a documentary film portray-

ing three Jewish survivors of the 1940 Nazi deportations from southern Germany 

to southern France was shown. Dr. Elisabeth Raiser, a board member of ARSP 

and a historian, chaired a panel discussion at the Maison Heinrich Heine that fea-

tured Franco-German activist Beate Klarsfeld and journalist Pascale Hugues. 

Klarsfeld and Hugues spoke about their personal, cross-border commitment with-

in the context of contemporary Franco-German and European history.

Moreover, our guests were invited to visit ARSP project partners and familiarize 

themselves with a broad range of Paris-based organizations that ARSP volun-

teers are currently active in. For example, Britta François of the Foyer le Pont and 

the ARSP volunteer currently working in the Foyer showed a group of guests the 

conference center and spoke about its profile as a site for Franco-German and 

European encounters. At the Mémorial de la Shoah, the exhibition tour focused 

on the specific history and discourse of the Shoah in France. This was followed 

by a discussion with a survivor of the Shoah. A discussion of the Shoah in Eas-

tern Europe and contemporary research into it was hosted by our project partner
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Yahad-In Unum. Issues related to the history of migration and immigration poli-

cy were at the heart of a tour of the Cité nationale de l’histoire de l’immigration and 

a discussion with representatives of Cimade, Île-de-France. Arche à Paris invited 

our guests to discover their communal living quarters for adults with mental 

disabilities. A concert by the duo of pianists Volker Ahmels and Friederike Hau-

fe and a prayer service in the Evangelical Church of Christ in Paris, conducted by the 

chairman of the council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, Nikolaus Schnei-

der, concluded the celebrations. 

Intercountry seminars and advanced training courses

In late August of 2011, the Foyer le Pont once again received ARSP’s volunteers to 

France for a concluding three-day meeting. 

The Foyer le Pont also hosted the orientation days in September 2011, as it has 

done in previous years. The Foyer was the place where 19 new ARSP volunteers 

began their service for peace in France. In addition to seminar units on practi-

cal issues related to service for peace, the young women and men explored Paris 

neighborhoods and suburbs. In the course of a discussion with a historian and 

during a tour of the Mémorial de la Shoah, they engaged with the complex history 

of France during the Second World War. In addition, they discussed patterns of 

communication characteristic of everyday working life in France, thereby shar-

pening their awareness of intercultural differences at their future French de-

ployment locations. A culinary evening in the Evangelical Church of Christ in Paris 
introduced the volunteers to distinct features of French culinary culture. 

In 2012, the Foyer le Pont will also host the concluding part of the further trai-

ning course for German, French and US volunteers, “From the Melting Pot to the 
Salad Bowl”, a pilot project sponsored by the Franco-German Youth Office. Since Octo-

ber of 2011, 20 participants from the three countries, persons who work with 

young immigrants and persons who have displayed a commitment to immig-

rant rights have met during these further training sessions. The first part of the 

further training course, held in Berlin, focused on intercultural and interpro-

fessional exchange, both among course participants and between them and 

Berlin-based initiatives. It was concluded by a public panel discussion, organized 

in cooperation with the Franco-German Youth Office and involving both our parti-

cipants and representatives of academia and the political world. The broad range 

of issues raised in Berlin – postcolonial relations of power in an immigration 

society; critical whiteness studies; examples of best practice; questions concer-

ning the majority society’s potential for change; intersectionality; national, Euro-

pean and global immigration policies – will be addressed in greater depth during 

the upcoming meetings in Philadelphia and in the Foyer le Pont. 

In December of 2011, ARSP volunteers met in the Foyer le Point to spend one week 

discussing voluntary service and ARSP’s annual theme for 2011 (“Refugees, migra-

tion, borders and Europe”) with French volunteers from all over France, as they 

have done during previous years. Consequently the seminar, also sponsored by 

the Franco-German Youth Office, focused on intercultural exchange between volun-

teers from Germany and France while simultaneously encouraging the partici-

pants to engage with the past and present of immigration in both countries. 

Participants met activists from initiatives such as Cimade, the Network for Edu-
cation Without Borders (Reseau Education sans frontières) and Hors La Rue, a project
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that defends the interests of underage Roma. Thanks to a methodology orien-

ted toward knowledge, practice and participation, the volunteers were able to 

familiarize themselves with the theme and encounter the everyday reality of 

persons who are excluded from mainstream society. 

As usual, the Foyer le Pont provided an accommodating setting for encounters 

between persons of different generations and different social and cultural back-

grounds during all of these events. The ARSP regional office for France would 

like to thank the Foyer le Pont and the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland for their 

constructive and cordial cooperation. 

Activities of the Comité d’ARSP in the Foyer le Pont, 2011

■ Jan-Hendrik Kühn (September 2010–August 2011) and Benedikt Manhalter 

(since September 2011) worked as volunteers in the Foyer le Pont
■ Fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in France

■ Photo exhibition “50 Years of ARSP in France” 

■ Concluding meeting of ARSP volunteers to France 

(September 2010–August 2011 generation)

■ Orientation days for ARSP volunteers to France (since September 2011) 

■ Continuation of the visitors program for survivors of the Shoah, Visites à 
domicile (Foyer le Pont in cooperation with ARSP volunteer Maria Ollesch) (Sep-

tember 2010–August 2011)

■ Bilateral seminar with ARSP volunteers and French volunteers from Unis-Cité, 
on voluntary service, refugees, migration and borders

■ Upon request, the coordinator of the French program accompanies visitors 

to the Foyer le Pont on a one-day tour and provides them with a thematic intro-

duction to ARSP’s work in France

Centre le Pont

Foyer le Pont 86, rue de la Gergovie, 75014 Paris

Phone: 0033/145 42 51 21 E-Mail: le-pontparis@wanadoo.fr

www.ekir.de/foyer/
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Reports on 
voluntary work 
Belarus / Belgium / Germany / France / 

UK / Israel / Netherlands / Norway / Poland /

Russia / Czech Republic / Ukraine / USA

Shoah survivor Gre te l Mereom with former voluntee r to Israel Ella Enzmann
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Reports on 
voluntary work:
Belarus
A n z h e l a  Be l jak

Growing dissatisfaction: the situation in the country

Belarus would like to present itself as a touristically attractive country that is  

 situated between Russia and the EU and disposes of fascinating landscapes. But 

instead, Belarus is mainly spoken of as the last European dictatorship, where 

the political opposition is persecuted and human rights are violated. Current 

news reports on Belarus consistently address the deteriorating situation. The 

former candidates for the 2010 presidential election have been sentenced to im-

prisonment and infighting is considered to be widespread within the political 

opposition. Dissenting opinions are not allowed in Belarus. The regime fears 

popular dissatisfaction. Demonstrations and even spontaneous public assem-

blies and actions are prohibited. Those who wish nevertheless to change this 

state of affairs are left with no other option but organizing so-called popular 

assemblies by collecting signatures in advance. At present, these events are 

 attended mainly by young people. They no longer merely call for the liberation 

of political prisoners; rather, their protests also articulate dissatisfaction with 

the economic situation within the country. 

The global financial crisis reached Belarus in May of 2011 and dealt a severe 

blow to its inhabitants. Inflation rose to 100 percent by the end of 2011. Food 

prices were raised repeatedly. The country is massively in debt. The wage and 

pension increases Alexander Lukashenko is constantly promising, do not result 

in significantly higher incomes. At the same time, the president is feverishly 

 searching for financial support from abroad, so as to be able to hold onto power. 

In brief, the situation in the country is characterized by an almost ghostly sta-

bility that may end at any moment. 

Volunteer work

These are the conditions under which ARSP’s project partners work in Belarus. 

They try to continue their work despite constant pressure from the government 

and new laws intended to limit and control the work of non-governmental orga-

nizations in Belarus. 
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Regina Aleksandrovna Lavrovich, a former forced laborer for the National Socia-

list regime, now chair of the former prisoners’ association Dolja, is an example 

of the courage and stamina displayed by ARSP’s long-standing project partners 

in Belarus. Regina Aleksandrovna Lavrovich remains active in spite of all the 

difficulties she faces and solves a problem by means of her marked sense of humor. 

She speaks openly, including in public, about her persistent run-ins with the state 

bureaucracy, which is constantly creating new obstacles for former prisoners, 

rather than supporting them. The government of Belarus wishes to prevent for-

mer prisoners from drawing attention to the fact that they are needy and no lon-

ger receive the support they require from the state. ARSP volunteers have been 

working within the prisoners’ association Dolja for many years. They look after 

single men and women in their homes and help out at the office. Since one 

 volunteer in Minsk ended his voluntary service prematurely, we were not able to 

organize regular support for a number of former prisoners in 2011. Instead, par-

ticipants in an ARSP summer camp helped renovate the office of the prisoners’ 

association during the summer of 2011, furnishing it with new wallpaper and 

painting the walls. This greatly pleased all members of Dolja. Regina Aleksan-

drovna now proudly shows all visitors her office and speaks about the young 

people who took the time to refurbish everything. The voluntary service vacancy 

within Dolja will be filled again in the summer of 2012. Moreover, there are plans 

to renovate the apartments of several former forced laborers now living as single 

men and women. The renovations are scheduled to take place during the 2012 

international summer camp. 

Our other project partners have also displayed a keen interest in continuing to 

cooperate with ARSP. They look after the volunteers in Belarus, help them re-

gister and extend their visas, find accommodation for them and are always 

available to provide advice if any problems should arise. This is especially im-

portant insofar as the number of international volunteers working in Minsk has 

been declining for several years. ARSP volunteers have now been working in 

Belarus for more than 20 years, and it is our hope that we will still be able to dis-

patch many more volunteers to Belarus, so as to be able to support our courage-

ous project partners. 

T he 2011–2012 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s  t o  Be lar u s  and Uk raine 

( be low:)  Mar ian Blok,  K at r in  Cre me r s,  K ai  He lm s 

(above,  l e f t  t o  r ight:)  L e onie  Baraba s-We il,  Mar i e  A hl e r s,  Ange la 

Starowojtova, Johanna Günt t e r,  A R SP coordinator for  Be lar u s An zhe la 

Be ljak,  Nina Nadig,  Dominik a Tronina and Johanna Me n ze me r



49 A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  R e p o r t s  o n  Vo lu n t ar y  Wo r k 

“The personal encounters are very rewarding for both parties. 
German volunteers learn a great deal about life in Belarus and 
the history of the country. They also provide us with many 
small pleasures in our everyday life, as well as with the recog-
nition we are often denied.”

Regina Aleksandrovna Lavrovich,

director of the prisoners’ association Dolja

Seminars

During the June 2011 meeting in Kiev, our project partners had the opportunity 

to discuss a range of themes, find supporters and develop new forms of coope-

ration. 

During the second country seminar in April 2011, the volunteers were able to 

discover Ukraine and familiarize themselves with the culture and everyday 

 situation of another former Soviet republic. This also allowed them to compare 

the development of the two neighboring countries. 

The two volunteers were able to implement many of their own ideas and pro-

jects in the course of the year. They organized recreation and summer camps 

for children with disabilities from the state-run foster home in Novinki. They 

also helped a non-governmental organization run by persons with disabilities 

organize and implement the project “At the Round Lake”. 

2011 was the first year in which the volunteers met for three days at the end of 

their voluntary service so as to jointly evaluate their project work. The conclu-

ding meeting in Kiev saw the volunteers assessing their year in very positive 

terms. They were very proud to have learned and experienced so much in 

“Europe’s last dictatorship”. 

In September of 2011, the new group of volunteers traveled from Berlin to Minsk 

by train in order to begin work in their various projects. The three new volun-

teers were accompanied by former volunteers who introduced them to their 

projects. This shared introductory period and the fact that the new volunteers 

were accompanied to the public authorities, where they needed to register, 

great ly facilitated the process of becoming acquainted with a new and unknown 

city. The projects were then allocated over the first three days. Each volunteer 

was allocated one primary and one secondary project. This ensured that every 

project partner benefits from the volunteers’ support. 

In December, the volunteers from Belarus and the Ukraine groups met again at 

the country seminar. They were able to report on everyday life in their projects 

and discuss their initial experiences and the challenges they faced. The discus-

sions provided the volunteers with new confidence and energy. As a result, they 

are all looking forward to the next country seminar in Odessa (April 2012).
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Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011 to August 2011 3 2 1

September 2011 to March 2012 3 2 1

Projects by project area 

Socially disadvantaged persons Children’s Cancer Hospital in Minsk

Persons with disabilities Children’s Home for Children with 

Disabilities, Minsk 

Rasnye-Ravnye, Minsk

Association of the Parents of Children and 

Adolescents with Disabilities, Minsk

Elderly persons, survivors and 

their descendants

Dolja prisoners’ association, Minsk

Association of Jewish Prisoners, Minsk

Historical and political 

education

History workshop “The Minsk Ghetto”, 

Minsk
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Reports on 
voluntary work:
Belgium
Ve ra  K o c k l e r

ARSP project partners face austerity measures: 
the situation in the country

Since December of 2011, and after lengthy negotiations, Belgium once more has 

a government. Elio di Rupo from Wallonia is the new prime minister. Due to the 

Belgian state’s poor financial situation, the new government has embarked on 

austerity measures. This has provoked intense protest, especially within the public 

sector. For example, on 22 December 2011, public sector workers went on a strike 

only announced a few days before. Schools, post offices, the police, the fire de-

partment, hospitals, public transporation and train travel were all affected. Wor-

kers at Belgium’s national train service even went on strike a few days earlier. 

Unfortunately, social projects are also affected by the budget cuts. This means 

that the work of our project partners is negatively affected.  

A new law is to be passed in February of 2012. It will make it even more difficult 

for immigrants without legal residence to apply for legal residence during medi-

cal emergencies or when affected by serious illness. The new law stipulates that 

the medics employed by the immigration authorities will be able to decide inde-

pendently whether or not to accept or reject applications for legal residence. At 

the same time, all applications that are currently pending will be automatically 

rejected if the applicant does not visit a doctor. The medical proof an applicant 

provides with his application must not be older than three months. Out of the 

9,674 applications received in the year 2010, only five percent were accepted. 

Volunteer work

The 2010/2011 volunteer group participated in various ARSP and partner activities 

during the second half of their year. Highlights included the country seminar in 

June of 2011 and the July 2011 presentation of the biographies compiled in the 

context of the project “Exile in Belgium”. We were able to master the challenges 

faced by the various projects by means of discussions held at seminars, visits to 

projects and meetings. 

The orientation days in September 2011 got the 2011/2012 generation’s voluntary 

service off to a good start. The themes engaged with included the history and 

the complex political situation in Belgium, remembrance work, engagement with 

history and immigration from Germany to Belgium.
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The weekend seminar held in Ghent in December of 2011 was largely devoted to 

reflecting upon the first months of voluntary service and the biographical work 

engaged in. 

In January and February of 2012, ARSP’s new program coordinator for Belgium 

visited the volunteers and their projects, in order to hear about the experiences 

made by the volunteers during their first months of voluntary service and dis-

cuss their goals for the second half of their service. 

Public relations work

In July of 2011, a public event in Brussel presented “Exile in Belgium”, a project 

ARSP volunteers to Belgium are involved in. The 2010/2011 generation of volun-

teers presented its biographies of former emigrants Johannes Hespers and Ernst 

Goldschmidt, who f led to Belgium in order to escape persecution by the Natio-

nal Socialist regime. The new generation of volunteers is also working on this

T he 2010/2011 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s  t o  Be lgium dur ing the  c ount r y s e minar 

( l e f t  t o  r ight):  Fir s t  row:  Clara Eme i s,  Johanne s  Hunge r,  Myr i e l l  Fuß e r,  A li c e 

R a t h e r t .  S e c o n d  r o w:  K ä t h e  K r ok e nbe rge r,  He l e n e  Ut p a t e l,  Phi l ip p  St ump e r

T hird  r o w:  Sv e n  Bo lw in,  Lu c a  A nn e  Maye r,  K r i s t in  Fr e ib e rge r,  Janni s  Gi l d e
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project, which is organized in cooperation with ARSP’s project partner CEGES/
SOMA. In December of 2011, a first seminar was held at which volunteers enga-

ged intensely with index cards compiled by the Gestapo. In January of 2012, the 

volunteers visited archives in order to research the lives of the refugees they had 

chosen to work on. By August of 2012, ARSP volunteers, students at the Univer-

sity of Ghent and historians will have reconstructed the biographies of political 

refugees. They will also have conducted interviews with relatives of these refu-

gees, in addition to discussing the significance of flight, migration and exile then 

and now. ARSP Belgium attributes great importance to this project and plans to 

expand it in coming years. 

ARSP Belgium has also organized a partner meeting for volunteers, project part-

ners and interested persons. The meeting took place in May of 2011. ARSP Belgium’s 

next annual meeting will take place on 11 May 2012 in Antwerp. 

An important step toward expanding the work of ARSP Belgium and promoting 

public awareness of it within Belgium and the Belgian panorama of projects was 

taken with the development of the bilingual websites www.vredesdienst.be and 

www.servicedepaix.be. This was accomplished in cooperation with project part-

ners, volunteers and ARSP’s public relations department. 

A word of thanks to our supporters

Thanks to financial support from the Belgian Maribel Foundation, ARSP Belgium 

has been able to employ more personnel in 2011. This in turn has allowed us to 

organize more projects. 

ARSP Belgium met several times during the year, not just to work on our usual 

themes, but also to discuss the development process of our association’s network. 

The next meeting will take place in April of 2012. 

ARSP Belgium has cooperated with the Work Group Service for Peace (Arbeitsgemein-
schaft Dienste für den Frieden, AGDF) in organizing an April 2011 discussion mee-

ting with the International Service Department in Brussels. Another such mee-

ting is scheduled for March 2012. The program director for Belgium has also 

participated in various public events hosted by the Work Group Service for Peace. 

In keeping with her mandate as chairperson of the European umbrella associa-

tion AVSO, the former program director for Belgium, Esther Sommer, helped 

organize several networking meetings in the spring of 2011. Her successor as 

program director for Belgium, Vera Kockler, was elected to be a board member 

at AVSO’s general assembly in November of 2011. 

We would like to take this opportunity to extend our most heartfelt thanks to 

ARSP’s long-standing program director for Belgium, Esther Sommer. She has 

contributed essentially to expanding and stabilizing ARSP’s work in Belgium. 

Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–August 2011 11 8 3

September 2011–February 2012 11 8 3
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Projects by project area

Socially disadvantaged persons Vrouwenhuis of the PSC Antwerp

La Goudinière, Tournai

German Seamen’s Mission

Convivial, Brussels

Persons with disabilities De Barke, Moerkerke near Brügge

De Ark, Boechout near Antwerpen

L‘Arche en Belgique, Brussels

Monnikenheide, Zoersel near Antwerpen

Elderly people, survivors and 

their descendants

Service Social Juif, Brussels

Historical and political 

education

Musée Juif de Belgique, Brussels

Joods Museum van Deportatie en Verzet, 

Mechelen

CEGES/SOMA, Brussels

The 2011/2012 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s  to Be lgium at the f ir s t  count r y se minar

Fir s t  row ( l e f t  t o  r ight):  Ve ra  K ock l e r  ( p rogram c oordinat or  f o r  Be lgium),  Lui sa 

Drozdzynsk i, Sandra Lübcke, Ine s Mrosek von Gli schinsk i, Sarah Wazinsk i, Mar ie 

F l o r e n t in e  Hol t e ,  L ara  Be ur e r-K e l ln e r,  Mar in a  Min c h au.  S e c o n d  r o w ( l e f t  t o 

r ight):  Mar i e ke  Spe l l e r,  Mark u s  Be ucke lmann,  Jakob K ai s e r,  He nning Tw ick l e r
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Reports on 
voluntary work:
Germany
T h o m a s  He l d t

“During my year of voluntary service, I had many opportunities to acquaint myself with 
different historical, religious, cultural and political views. The projects I worked in, our 
group seminars and the people I lived with contributed a great deal to this. I have learned 
many things during these twelve months. Not every situation was pleasant. Some were 
very confusing, e.g. when people want to hold you responsible for the actions of your 
country, your country’s government or even a country that no longer exists. I have lear-
ned to handle such situations, the stereotypes other people hold with regard to me and 
the stereotypes that I hold with regard to others. I have seen examples of how the propa-
ganda of one state or the other has fostered stereotypes from early childhood onward, and 
I have seen how difficult it is to dismantle these stereotypes, because people are content 
with the pictures in their mind and do not want to change anything. I had the chance to 
discover Germany, both from outside and from within. How does the economy work? 
How does the educational system function? What values does this society hold dear? It’s 
interesting to compare all these things with Belarus,” writes Maryia Kichataya, a 

2010/2011 ARSP volunteer who worked for the American Jewish Committee, the 

Kreisau Initiative and Berlin’s Jewish community. 

Aya Zarfati worked at the House of the Wannsee Conference, a memorial and 

education site, from 2010 to 2011. He sums up his experiences there as follows: 

“I already thought of myself as a thoughtful and critical person in Israel. But the confron-
tation between what I thought I knew and what I know today – now that I have acquired 
new views – never ceases to astonish me. On the one hand, I have become more critical, 
which is not necessarily a bad thing. But on the other hand, I have also come to develop 
a better understanding of the society and the national narrative I come from. My year of 
voluntary service has also provided me with ideas and tools for bringing about a dialog 
about these themes. Generally speaking, it has left me with a desire to get more involved.” 

Voluntary work

Maryia Kichataya from Belarus and Aya Zarfati from Israel provide exemplary 

accounts of the insights and experiences of international volunteers to Germany. 

Up until August 2011, 19 volunteers from Azerbaijan, Belarus, Germany, the UK, 

Israel, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, the Russian Federation and Ukraine 

performed voluntary service in Germany with ARSP. 
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The 2010/2011 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s  to Ge r many at the int roduc tor y se minar 

in Wünsdor f, September 2010: Firs t row ( le f t to r ight): Ir ina Gr inkevich (Belarus), 

Jadw iga Bie l  (Poland),  K ar ina K r ynko (Be lar u s),  Aya T z ar fat i  ( I s rae l ),  Mar ia 

Kichat aya (Be lar u s),  Nir i t  Ne e man (I s rae l ).  Se c ond row ( l e f t  t o  r ight):  Man s ur 

R ahimli  (A z e r bai jan),  L inn  Hu sb y  (No r w ay),  K ir s t e n  Jöhl in ge r  (Ne t h e r l an d s), 

E l e n a  T r e t yak o v a  ( R u s s i an  Fe d e ra t i o n),  A nn e  R ump f  (Ge r m any),  Ian  Mal o y 

( U K /Pol an d,  t e am l e a d e r),  L aur i e  S l e g t e nh o r s t  (Ne t h e r l an d s),  Dan a  A k r i sh 

( I s ra e l ).  T hird  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  E l e n a  S c hi s c hk un o v a  ( R u s s i an  Fe d e ra t i o n), 

A line  Se e l  (Ge r many,  s t ude nt  a s s i s t ant),  Fe li x  Lühr s  (Ge r many),  Ar t jom Gogov 

( U k rain e ),  R o m A lm og  ( I s ra e l ),  R o y  S c iv ye r  ( U K ),  Mar k u s  S t ohr e r  (Ge r m any)

The 2010/2011 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s  to Ge r many at the int roduc tor y se minar 

in  Wün s d o r f,  S e p t e mbe r  201 1:  F ir s t  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  De ni s  Ts o y  ( R u s s i an 

Fe de rat ion),  Johanna Bl e nde r  (Ge r many),  El e na Pe t uhova (Ru s s ian Fe de rat ion)

S e c o n d  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  Sh a c h ar  R o z e n  ( I s ra e l ),  L aur e n  F lu ge r  ( US A ),  Ju l i a 

Har t z  ( R u s s i an  Fe d e ra t i o n/Ge r m any,  t e am l e a d e r),  T h o m a s  He l d t  (Ge r m any, 

A RSP), Tobias Edling (Germany, A RSP), Daniie la Pashko (Ukraine), Jana Kashuta 

(Ru s s ian Fe de rat ion),  Ana s t a s ia  K at ae va (Ru s s ian Fe de rat ion).  T hird  row ( l e f t 

t o  r i ght ):  Ve ra  K h o r osh e v a  ( R u s s i an  Fe d e ra t i o n),  Te r e s a  Wal c h  ( US A ),  Dani e l 

Far r e l l  ( I s ra e l ),  L e e o r  F ink  ( I s ra e l ),  Pe t r  Huml  (C z e c h  R e p ubl i c ),  P i a  R e mm e r s 

(Ge r m any),  K a t ar z yn a  St u dni c k a  ( Po l an d ),  A l ë n a  S e m e r ik o v a  ( R u s s i an  Fe d e -

ra t i o n),  Ya e l  D inur  ( I s ra e l )
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At memorial sites and in museums, they have supported our partners in accom-

panying groups of visitors, conducting archival research and developing exhi-

bitions. They have cultivated contacts with former prisoners and their relatives. 

They visited elderly people, these visits being coordinated by Berlin’s Jewish 

community and the Hamburg-based organization “Solidary Aid for Elderly People”. 

Following a protracted hiatus, our cooperation with “Asylum in the Church” has 

been renewed. The year 2011 also saw the beginning of our cooperation with the 

Kreisau Initiative in Berlin.

Our volunteers have performed excellent work for our partners, and they have 

earned our heartfelt thanks for it! Moreover, they have participated very actively 

in ARSP public events and campaigns, such as the protest against a neo-Nazi 

march in Dresden (February 2011), the Protestant Church Congress, also in 

Dresden (June 2011) and the campaign against the deportation of Roma to the 

Republic of Kosovo. They supervised summer camps and independently prepared 

ARSP’s participation in the Christopher Street Day (CSD) rally, Berlin (June 2011). 

To some, coming to Germany was a difficult step to take. Germany is the country 

from which their ancestors were expelled and which gave orders to murder their 

relatives. Nirit Neeman (Israel) and Maryia Kichataya (Belarus) gave testimony 

of this. Their thoughts and the family experiences they conveyed during the work-

shop “Keeping Quiet as a Way of Speaking”, held during ARSP’s annual meeting 

in May 2011, deeply moved the other workshop participants. 

The young women and men came from very diverse cultures and society. Some 

of them were religious, some undenominational. They included Christians, Jews 

and one Muslim. The diversity of their views, values and customs was the sub-

ject of one of our seminars. The exchange was exciting and never quite free of 

tension. For many volunteers, traveling to Poland (to the memorial site Ausch-

witz-Birkenau and to Cracow) was the highlight of the seminar series. 

ARSP’s regional offices engage in much promotional work in order to reach men 

and women interested in performing voluntary service in Germany. Interest in 

Germany remains high in Eastern Europe (in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine), and 

it is also growing in Israel. This makes us very happy, for volunteers from these 

countries bring to us a high level of commitment and are also highly qualified. 

Unfortunately, interest in voluntary service in Germany is not very strong in other 

partner countries. What is striking, however, is that young people from Spain, 

Italy and Greece are increasingly approaching ARSP; all these countries are 

struggling with high levels of youth unemployment. 

New projects and changes

In September of 2011, a new international group began its voluntary service in 

Germany with ARSP: eighteen volunteers from Germany, Ireland, Israel, Poland, 

the Russian Federation, the Czech Republic, Ukraine and the USA. The focal 

points of our work in Germany remain unchanged. One new development is our 

cooperation with the Hamburg-based association “Psychosocial Work with Per-

se cuted Persons”, which has created one full-time position within its assistance 

service for persons persecuted by the National Socialist regime. Unfortunately, 

we have not succeeded, in 2011, to fill the position at the Oberer Kuhberg Docu-

mentation Center in Ulm. It is also unfortunate that the financial situation of 

our partners at the Cultural Office for Saxony is so uncertain that they have had 
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to refrain from accepting volunteers in 2011 and 2012. The group began its ser-

vice in early September of 2011, with a seminar held in Wünsdorf near Berlin. 

Accompanied by a team of full-time and voluntary workers – including two for-

mer volunteers from Russia and the UK –, they got to know each other and dis-

cussed different narratives and the relevance of the 20th century for their coun-

tries of origin and their encounter. 

A biographical workshop provided insight into the broad panorama of family 

memories the volunteers brought with them. Some volunteers were grandchild-

ren and great-grandchildren of Shoah survivors, former forced labourers or Red 

Army soldiers, making them members of the third and fourth generations. In this 

context, there developed a stimulating discussion of different groups of victims 

and their recognition. During one workshop on discourses of remembrance in 

the various countries, the divergent narratives were very much in evidence, as 

was the fact that our memory is a highly fragmented one. This is especially true 

with regard to the degree of attention paid to the Shoah and the way it is as-

sessed. In Israel and Germany, significant attention is devoted to the Shoah, but 

this is not the case in Eastern Europe. On the other hand, the West is characte-

rized by a lack of knowledge about the crimes committed by Germans in the Soviet 

Union. Generally speaking, it seems to be the case that the crimes and tragedies 

of the 20th century tend only to be remembered with a national framework – as 

with the Holodomor in Ukraine, the Katyn massacres in Poland or the blockade 

of Leningrad in the Russian Federation. It was also interesting for the group to 

discover how perestroika is looked upon in different ways. Volunteers from Cen-

tral and Western Europe recall the emancipatory impulses it provided, whereas 

some volunteers from Russia remember it as a traumatic event. 

During the seminar, the volunteers also familiarized themselves with the “offi-

cial” cultures of remembrance that developed in East and West Germany after 

1945, as well as with the associated debates within German politics and society. 

We visited various memorial sites in Berlin’s city center and the German-Russian 

Museum in Berlin-Karlshorst, as well as the former military headquarters in 

Wünsdorf, where the Second World War was coordinated from and which became 

the Soviet military’s largest East German garrison town after 1945. 

Changes of perspective

The volunteers also acquainted themselves with the history, the activities and 

the structures of ARSP, discussing thematic approaches to reconciliation today. 

Here too, it was interesting to discover the diversity of perspectives: what does 

the translation of “reconciliation” sound like in the language of the various 

countries of origin? What do reconciliation and atonement mean, both in legal 

and in theological terms? How does “service for peace” present itself, depen-

ding on one’s background? And what forms of voluntary commitment exist in 

the various countries? 

In December of 2011, the group met again. This time, the occasion was a first 

interim seminar. Held in Berlin, it was devoted to evaluating the first months of 

voluntary service. Within the context of the seminar, volunteers visited the memo-

rial and education site House of the Wannsee Conference; they also engaged with 

the various stages in the persecution and destruction of the European Jews. One 

of the highlights was a visit to a Sabbath service in a Berlin synagog. 
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“The committed work of ARSP volunteers and our positive 
 cooperation with ARSP have enriched the work of the Church 
of Reconciliation for more than 30 years. Time and again, 
projects that continue to shape our current work in the most 
varied ways have been initiated by ARSP volunteers.”

Klaus Schultz, deacon of the Evangelical 
Church of Reconciliation at the Dachau 
memorial site

A word of thanks to our supporters

In order to further develop our work in Germany, we always welcome ideas, sug-

gestions and financial support. The patrons of our volunteers and ARSP’s part-

ners and deployment locations make a major contribution to financing volun-

teer work, and they often do so in spite of facing financial bottlenecks of their 

own. For years, the Evangelical-Lutheran Regional Church of North Elbia has 

supported the work done by ARSP volunteers in Hamburg-Neuengamme. The 

Lars Day Foundation supports our seminar activities. We are very grateful for 

all these contributions. 

At present, four positions in Germany are financed by the EU Action Program 

JUGEND (European Voluntary Service). Three volunteers from Israel represented 

ARSP within the Kom-Mit-Nadev Program. Since the summer of 2011, this volun-

teer program has been associated with the German federal system of voluntary 

service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, BFD). To what extent other ARSP positions 

in Germany may also become part of the BDF will be evaluated in 2012. 

The commitment of international volunteers to Germany remains a great gift 

and a challenge to our work. In times of economic crisis, characterized by dis-

union and growing nationalism, including in Germany, the program stands for 

encounters, exchanges and solidarity over and above the confines of our own 

society. 

Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–August 2011 19 13 6

September 2011–February 2012 18 13 5

Projects by project area

Socially disadvantaged persons Youth Cellar Lichtenrade, Berlin

Asylum in the Church, Berlin
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Elderly people, survivors and 

their descendants:

Social department of the Jewish 

community of Berlin

Solidary Aid for Elderly People, Hamburg

Psychosocial Work with Persecuted 

Persons

Historical and political 

education

Action Reconciliation Service for Peace, 

Berlin

American Jewish Committee, Berlin

House of the Wannsee Conference, Berlin

Gay Museum, Berlin

Evangelical Church of Reconciliation at 

the Dachau memorial site

Neuengamme memorial site, Hamburg

Sachsenhausen memorial site, Oranienburg

Augustaschacht memorial site, Osnabrück

Oberer Kuhberg Documentation Center, 

Ulm

Buchenwald memorial site, Weimar

Kreisau Initiative, Berlin

Cultural Office for Saxony, Dresden

T h e  2010/201 1  v o lun t e e r  g r o up  in  Fran c e  a t  t h e  c o un t r y  s e min ar  in  S t-Je an-

l e -Bl an c,  No r m an dy,  Jun e  201 1

Fir s t  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  A R SP e mpl o ye e s  A mr e i  Be c k  an d  Mar in e  Car o n, 

 volunt e e r s  Te s sa  Spe thmann,  Anne mar i e  Nie mann,  Me lanie  Acht e r t,  K athar ina 

St i e r l,  K a t h ar in a  Pl a t e  ,  Mar i a  Ol l e s c h  an d  Lui s e  R ö m e r,  A R SP p r o j e c t  c o o r-

din a t o r  f o r  Ge r m any In e s  Grau,  Jo n a s  Lun t e ,  E lv ira  Har t m ann,  Mo r i t z  R e hm, 

Michae l  Wie c e k,  Dav id Be rghau s,  Danie l  Farbe r,  Jan-He ndr ik  Kühn,  Chr i s t oph 

We im e r  (n o t  o n  ph o t ograph:  Fab i an  Mank e  an d  St e f an  Hä f n e r)



61A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  R e p o r t s  o n  Vo lu n t ar y  Wo r k 

Reports on 
voluntary work:
France
In e s  Grau

Before the elections: the situation in the country

During a presidential election and in times of economic crisis, there is a tendency 

to publicly debate and instrumentalise prejudices and stereotypes about immi-

grants with all their associated distortions. The government also attempts to 

win voters from the right-wing fringe of the political spectrum by engaging in 

populist discourse. In the year 2011, the government issued a decree that makes 

it significantly more difficult for non-French students to find work on the French 

labor market. Following the upheavals in Tunisia, specific measures were im-

plemented to prevent Tunisian immigration to France. In January of 2011, Marine 

Le Pen, the daughter of the longstanding chairman of the Front National, became 

the party’s new leader. The generational shift and the change of style within the 

party leadership have helped the movement become markedly more accepted 

within the mainstream. According to some opinion polls, 25 percent of the French 

population support the Front National’s ideas.

Nevertheless, the senate elections resulted in a left-wing majority for the first 

time in the institution’s history. Although France has not had a left-wing head 

of state since Francois Mitterand, the electoral result shows that socialists, 

communists and Greens have made considerable headway on the local and 

grassroots levels. An about-turn is occurring throughout the country, one that 

has already manifested itself in the 2010 regional elections and the 2011 canto-

nal elections. 

Volunteer work

The state-run program of voluntary work Service Civique achieved its bench-

mark of 10,000 volunteers in 2011 and intends to further increase this figure in 

2012. It remains to be hoped that the program will continue. With regard to 

ARSP’s work, it provides significant financial relief, but also recognition of the 

work ARSP volunteers perform in France. 

The 17 volunteers currently working in France displayed great commitment in 

helping to prepare the celebrations held on the occasion of the fiftieth anni-

versary of ARSP’s work in France (Paris, late May 2011). They accompanied sur-

vivors, contributed to project presentations in Paris and showed numerous guests 

the way to the various venues.
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T h e  201 1/2012 v o lun t e e r  g r o up  a t  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  d ays  in  Par i s,  S e p t e mbe r 

201 1.  Fr o n t  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  Ol e  Te u t l o f f,  L in a- Gol ly  Wyr w a,  Mar i e t t a 

Hau s din g,  R u t h  Gür t l e r,  Hann ah Far be r,  R e be k k a  Mül l e r,  Do r o t h e e  Mo os, 

A R SP p r ogram c o o rdin a t o r  In e s  Grau

Mi d dl e  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  Ge s a  Ban s e m e i e r,  A nnik a  R o e s,  Ju di t h  Mül l e r, 

 Jo n a s  Hi l l e b ran dt,  Ja c ob  Lyp p,  De l i a  Hol z e n t h al,  L e o ni e  S e ibe l,  L e o n  R e in e l

Ba c k  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  Pa t r i c k  Fe l dm ann,  Be n e dik t  Manh al t e r,  Ju l i an 

T h os s,  K l ara  Frank e ,  Fr e n c h  v o lun t ar y  w o r k e r  Mar in e  Car o n

In late July, following the major anniversary celebration, they met again for an 

ARSP seminar hosted by ARSP’s oldest project in France, in St-Jean-le-Blanc, 

Normandy. Together, we celebrated the thirty-fifth anniversary of our coopera-

tion with representatives of the association Volontaires au Bocage. All 17 volun-

teers to France took the opportunity to deliver brief presentations on their prac-

tical experiences at their deployment locations. They were able to convey to our 

project partner a sense of the diversity of ARSP’s activities in France. During a 

project visit to Cimade in Caen, the staff there reported on their everyday activities. 

Finally, the volunteer group met for a three-day concluding meeting in Paris in 

late August of 2011. The meeting was devoted mainly to reflecting upon the ex-

periences gathered during voluntary service in France, as well as to saying farewell. 

Nineteen new volunteers – it was the first time the group did not include any 

conscientious objectors to military service – met in Paris in September of 2011 

for sunny orientation days. Besides dealing with practical issues related to vo-

luntary service, the new arrivals explored Paris neighborhoods and suburbs in 

the course of experiential education tours. In doing so, they were able to gather 

some first impressions of France’s complex social reality, which is especially 

tangible in the Paris region. The young women and men also engaged with the 

complex history of France during the Second World War, discussed the commu-

nication patterns characteristic of everyday working life in France and honed 

their awareness of the intercultural differences at their future deployment loca-

tions. Now that some initial organizational challenges have been overcome, all 

volunteers have come to feel at home in their projects. 

ARSP’s cooperation with three new project partners began in September of 2011. 

Thus an ARSP volunteer is now working, for the first time, for the Paris-based
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Jewish organization Oeuvre de secours aux enfants (OSE). Far outside the French 

metropolis, another volunteer is working at the Centre mondial de la paix, des li-
bertés et des droits de l’homme in Verdun (Lorraine). Finally, ARSP has revived its 

collaboration with the Musée Mémorial du Camp de Rivesaltes, in combination with 

another project at the Maternité Suisse d’Elne.

By contrast, no successor has been found for last year’s volunteer at the project 

Visites à domicile.

The bilateral seminar program

A bilateral seminar was held in France in 2011, as has been the practice in previous 

years. In December of 2011, the 19 ARSP volunteers currently working in France 

met with 19 French volunteers from Unis-Cité at the Foyer le Pont. For one week, 

they discussed voluntary service and issues of flight, migration and borders (ARSP’s 

annual theme). Thus the seminar focused on the intercultural encounter of young 

volunteers from Germany and France. At the same time, participants engaged 

with the history of immigration in both countries and met activists from refu-

gee organizations such as Cimade, the Network Education Without Borders (Reseau 
Education sans frontières) and Hors la Rue, a project that defends the interests of 

underage Roma.

Public relations work

On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in France, we have 

published the brochure “Du participe passé au participe present: 50 ans d’ARSP en France”. 
Numerous project partners, former and current volunteers, friends and coope-

ration partners associated with ARSP’s work in France have contributed to the 

success of this special publication by writing parts of it. The brochure can be 

downloaded in French and German [www.asf-ev.de/fr]. Printed copies can be 

ordered from ARSP’s French office in Paris and from ARSP’s Berlin office. 

Two public panel discussions were held in the context of the anniversary: at the 

Mémorial de la Shoah and at the Maison Heinrich Heine in Paris. These panel dis-

cussions allowed us to address an interested Paris audience over and beyond the 

usual anniversary guests.

“Normandy was affected especially severely by the Second 
World War. Here at the project Volontaires au Bocage, the vo-
lunteers themselves are the project. They bring to it the things 
a rural area needs most: youth, openmindedness, curiosity, 
exchange. More than other times, our present requires pro-
found efforts to rediscover the Other, and this is especially true 
in rural areas. This is the meaning of the project Volontaires 
au Bocage.”

Frédéric Picard and Jean-Marie Vallée,

Volontaires au Bocage, St-Jean-le-Blanc,

Normandy
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Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–August 2011 17 8 9

September 2011–February 2012 19 12 7

Projects by project area

Socially disadvantaged persons

(total number of volunteers 

in 2011: 4)

Volontaires au bocage, Normandie

Elderly people, survivors and 

their descendants

(total number of volunteers 

in 2011: 7)

Centre I.Fink La Colline, Nizza

Visites à domicile, Paris

Petits frères des Pauvres, Paris, 

Fraternité Est und Sud

Persons with disabilities 

(total number of volunteers

in 2011: 10)

Communauté de l’ARCHE à Paris

Communauté de l’ARCHE, L’Âtre, 

Wambrechies

Foyer de la Claire, Villefranche-sur-Saône

Association Les Briords, Centre de la 

Mainguais, Nantes

Historical and political 

education

(total number of volunteers 

in 2011: 13)

Centre de documentation juive 

contemporaine, Paris

CIMADE, Marseille

Yahad – In Unum, Paris

Maison d’Izieu, Mémorial des enfants 

juifs exterminés, Izieu, bei Lyon

Centre de la Mémoire d’Oradour-sur-Gla-

ne, bei Limoges

Musée et Mémorial du Camp de 

Rivesaltes/Maternité Suisse d’Elne

Œuvre de Secours aux enfants (OSE), Paris

Centre mondial de la Paix, des Liberté et 

des Droits de l’Homme, Verdun

Others 

(total number of volunteers 

in 2011: 2)

Foyer le Pont, Paris
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Reports on 
voluntary work:
UK
Ma gd a S c hmuk al l a

In times of crisis: the situation in the country

The economic situation in the UK remained unstable in 2011. The government’s 

austerity measures have been implemented step by step, although there is talk 

of the bulk of the measures not being introduced until 2012. This makes for a 

difficult atmosphere within small social organizations. It is true that the actual 

effects of the austerity measures on specific organizations have been quite 

 diverse, with many organizations successfully preventing significant budget cuts 

and some projects even obtaining additional funds. Nevertheless, many associ-

ations and non-governmental organizations have been forced to dismiss em-

ployees and/or discontinue entire projects. Thus uncertainty and the absence of 

planning security continued to be a serious problem for many organizations in 

2011.

The political situation was equally tense. Domestic policy was shaped by regu-

lar conflicts within the governing coalition, major strikes, protest movements 

and militant riots. Another phenomenon that characterized the year 2011 was 

expressed and discussed as euro-skepticism. While the British public was and 

continues to be aware that the majority of voices who formulated criticisms of 

the EU were motivated by domestic problems – criticizing the EU serves as a way 

of distracting from other conflicts –, to claim that skepticism about Europe is 

merely a superficial and passing phenomenon would be to downplay the extent 

of the problem. Many observers expect the decisions that the Liberals have – 

 sometimes grudgingly – agreed to implement together with the Torys will en-

tail significant changes for the UK’s status within the EU. 

Fifty years of ARSP’s work in the UK 
and ten years of the trilateral program with Poland

ARSP UK celebrated a double anniversary in 2011. On the one hand, the year 

marked the fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in the UK, which began with a 

first construction project (rebuilding a cathedral destroyed during the war) in 

1961. On the other hand, 2011 also marked the tenth anniversary of the trilateral 

program with Poland. The trilateral program was launched as a pilot project in 

the UK in 2001 and has developed successfully since then. 
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Fo r m e r  U K v o lun t e e r s  an d  t h e  2010/201 1  ge n e ra t i o n  o f  v o lun t e e r s 

Uppe r  row ( l e f t  t o  r ight):  Wol f gang Zi e ge l t ur m, Ulr ik e  Bae r,  Mare k  K amionk a, 

A lmuth Bae r,  Sabine  Wage nf e ld,  Be r nhard Qui s t o r p,  K lau s  Haage r,  Immanue l 

Bar t z,  Manu e l  Hol t m ann (2010/201 1),  Luk a s z  Ch ara gw i c k i  (2010/201 1), 

 Ek k e h ar t  L o t h e r,  L e n a  Man gol d  (2010/201 1),  F rank a  A s s e lb o r n  (2010/201 1), 

Chr i s t i an  St a f f a.  Mi d dl e  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  E l l i  L e c k e ,  Ju t t a  P ip p o w,  Gi s e l a 

Frank.  L o w e r  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  Janu s z  K o l ak o w sk i  (2010/201 1),  A ga t a  St an-

e c k a  (2010/201 1),  Mar i a  K o z l o w sk a  (2010/201 1),  Paul a  He ink e  (2010/201 1), 

Tabe a  Hüb n e r  (2010/201 1),  A gni e s z k a  Wr o n a,  Ma gd a  S c hmuk al l a

During the first half of the year, ARSP’s work in the UK was dominated by pre-

parations for the anniversary celebrations. Many former volunteers and partners 

who have supported and shaped ARSP’s work in the UK over the last fifty years 

were approached and became involved in the preparations in one way or another. 

During this phase, it was possible to renew many contacts with former volun-

teers and project partners, in addition to bringing forgotten episodes of ARSP’s 

history back to life. Aside from the preparations for the anniversary celebrations, 

the website of ARSP’s UK office was overhauled and brought in line with ARSP’s 

new design. An anniversary brochure featuring contributions by partners, sup-

porters and volunteers, “Experiencing history(s)”, was compiled in cooperation 

with ARSP’s public relations department in Berlin. The brochure discusses the 

various stages of ARSP’s work and the projects associated with it. 

The preparations for the anniversary celebrations also established our successful 

cooperation with the German and Polish embassies, the Polish Cultural Institute 

and Coventry Cathedral’s International Ministry of Reconciliation. These insti-

tutions provided organizational, logistical and financial support to the anniver-

sary celebrations. In this context, one of the most important anniversary gifts 

we received was the offer to celebrate ARSP’s anniversary in Coventry Cathedral 

itself. Thanks to this generous invitation, without which the anniversary celeb-

rations would not have been able to take place in Coventry, it was possible to cele-

brate the main event at the very place where ARSP’s work began fifty years ago. 

The anniversary year began with a prayer service at Christ Church, West London, 

on Holocaust Memorial Day. Participants included the German ambassador and 

his wife, representatives of Coventry Cathedral and numerous project partners 

and friends, among others. Volunteers helped organize the prayer service and 

ARSP director Christian Staffa held the sermon. The prayer service was conduc-

ted by Ministers Wolfgang Kruse and Kathrin Kruse, who strongly supported 

ARSP’s UK office in preparing the anniversary celebrations. 
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T h e  201 1/2012 ge n e ra t i o n  o f  U K v o lun t e e r s  a t  a  c o un t r y  s e min ar. 

To p  l e f t :  Fe l i c i t a s  We i l e d e r,  Jo ann a  L o r e n c,  Ew a K o r b u t,  L i l l i  Me in c k, 

K a t ar z yn a  S awk a,  Jo s e phin e  Me r k e l,  Car l o t t a  I s ra e l

Bo t t o m l e f t :  Dani e l  L e w i s  ( f r e e l an c e  a s s i s t an t ),  Co r inn a  Hohlw e c k, 

Jo n a s  Hi l l e r,  Do r o t a  Gr z e go r e k,  Mi c h al  Pe s z k in

The two major anniversary celebrations were attended by about 90 guests, in-

cluding 20 former volunteers. The celebrations took place in Coventry and Lon-

don on 7 and 8 July 2011. The theme of the public event in Coventry Cathedral 

was remembrance and national identity. The keynote speech was given by Dr. Olaf 

Jensen, director of the Stanley Burton Centre for Holocaust Studies. Jensen asked to 

what extent negative historical experiences can be integrated into a positive 

construct of national identity. From this perspective, he engaged critically with 

the contemporary culture of remembrance in Germany. The theme was also ex-

amined from different angles in three workshops directed by Katherine Klinger 

(former project coordinator at the Wiener Library), Dr. Ed Kessler (director of 

the Woolf Institute in Cambridge) and Chris McDermot (ARSP UK board mem-

ber and project partner). 

On 8 July 2011, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the trilateral pro-

gram and the fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in the UK, the German and 

Polish embassies hosted a reception at the residence of the German ambassador. 

This was a great honor for ARSP, for there could not have been a more adequate 

way of symbolically acknowledging the achievements of the trilateral volunteer 

program. The bilateral reception was opened by Polish ambassador Barbara Tuge-

Ericinska and German ambassador Georg Boomgaarden. Both emphasized the 

significance and the topicality of German-Polish dialog. Dr. Paul Oestreicher, 

the former canon of the Ministry of Reconciliation in Coventry and honorary 

patron of ARSP’s network of friends in the UK, also paid tribute to ARSP’s work, 

as did Lili Pohlmann, a Polish-Jewish survivor of the Schoa and supporter of the 

Judaica Foundation in Cracow. 
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Volunteer work

The anniversary celebrations and the situation in the country strongly shaped 

the work of ARSP volunteers in 2011 – mostly in positive, but sometimes also in 

negative ways. 

The fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in the UK was an inspiring moment for 

volunteers and project partners, as it gave everyone the opportunity to familia-

rize themselves with ARSP from a different perspective and within a different 

context. Our cooperation with Coventry Cathedral was very successful. As a result, 

and following a six-year hiatus, an ARSP volunteer will once more begin working 

in the Ministry of Reconciliation in September of 2011. Moreover, we were able, 

during the part of the year devoted to the anniversary celebrations, to contact 

new projects, some of which have expressed an interest in cooperating with ARSP 

in 2012. 

The volunteer group that ended its voluntary service in August of 2011 was strongly 

involved in planning and implementing the anniversary celebrations. Volunteers 

conceptualized and organized an exhibition on refugees and migration, chai-

red workshops held during the anniversary celebration in Coventry and jointly 

prepared a talk that was then delivered by one volunteer in Coventry Cathedral. 

One of the bad pieces of news we received in 2011 concerned the Warwickshire 

Youth Club, one of our longstanding project partners in Rugby. The youth club 

has had to discontinue its cooperation with ARSP. The project no longer recei-

ves any government funding whatsoever; consequently, all youth clubs in War-

wickshire will now have to be closed. Other project partners, such as Conflict 

and Change, the Southwark Day Centre for Asylum Seekers and the Roma Sup-

port Group, have also been affected by budget cuts.

Unfortunately, we have also had to temporarily discontinue our cooperation with 

Log Cabin, our most longstanding project partner to date. Log Cabin faces an 

incisive restructuring process, so that we have mutually agreed not to dispatch any 

volunteers to the project for the time being. We may however be able to continue 

our cooperation once circumstances at Log Cabin have become more stable again. 

The trilateral program

The bilateral volunteer group that began work in September of 2010 concluded 

its voluntary service with an evaluation meeting in London. It was the first time 

that such an evaluation meeting was held in the UK, as opposed to in Germany 

(where meetings were held in previous years). On the one hand, the final mee-

ting was a very rewarding conclusion to volunteer work in the country, as it pro-

vided everyone with an opportunity to say farewell both to other members of the 

group and to a certain period in their lives. On the other hand, it was sad that 

volunteers were not able to do this in the company of other ARSP volunteers who 

had performed their voluntary service in other countries. Another disadvantage 

was that the Polish volunteers had no opportunity, during their voluntary ser-

vice, to participate in public events or seminars in Germany. 

The new bilateral group, composed of volunteers from Germany and Poland, 

began its voluntary service with a trilateral introductory seminar in Poland in 
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September 2011, as had the previous group. During this seminar, the future 

 volunteers were introduced to ARSP’s range of themes along with the German 

and Ukrainian volunteers preparing to perform their voluntary service in Poland. 

Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–August 2011 10 8 2

September 2011–February 2012 11 9 2

Projects by project areas (from September 2011)

Socially disadvantaged 

persons 

(three volunteers)

Roma Support Group, London

Southwark Day Centre for Asylum See-

kers, London

Conflict and Change, London

Persons with disabilities 

(four volunteers)

Coventry Mind, Coventry (tandem)

L’Arche Lambeth, London (tandem)

Elderly people, survivors and 

their descendants (one full-time 

and two part-time volunteers)

Association of Jewish Refugees, London

Historical and political 

education (three volunteers)

Leo Baeck Institute, London

Wiener Library, London

Coventry Cathedral, London

Projects by project area (2010/2011

Socially disadvantaged 

persons (four volunteers)

Roma Support Group, London

Southwark Day Centre for Asylum 

Seekers, London

Warwickshire Youth Clubs, Rugby

Conflict and Change, London

Persons with disabilities 

(six volunteers)

Coventry Mind, Coventry (tandem)

Log Cabin, London (tandem)

L’Arche Lambeth, London (tandem)

Elderly people, survivors and 

their descendants (one full-time 

and three part-time volunteers)

Association of Jewish Refugees, London

Historical and political 

education (one volunteer)

Leo Baeck Institute, London
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Fo r m e r  v o lun t e e r  Mo r i t z  Bar t e l s  in  a  p r o j e c t  f o r  mu t u al  un d e r s t an din g  w i t h 

c hi l dr e n  an d  a d o l e s c e n t s  o f  A rab  an d  Je w i sh  ba c k gr o un d  in  Hai f a.
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Reports on 
voluntary work:
Israel
Chr i s t a  Zw i l l in g-S e i d e n s t ü c k e r

More protests: the situation in the country

Domestically, the year 2011 in Israel was characterized by protests for greater 

social justice. At tent camps and during mass protest actions in the centers of 

Tel Aviv and other Israeli cities, demonstrators drew attention to the fact that 

many Israelis with an average income can no longer afford to rent an apartment. 

To date, the commission of experts appointed by the government has few solu-

tions to offer. There is a general expectation that the protests will f lare up again 

in 2012. 

The Israeli reaction to the protest movements for more democracy in the neigh-

boring Arab countries was reserved. No decisive impulse for Israeli-Arab nego-

tiations is in sight and the situation remains in a deadlock. On 23 September 2011, 

Mahmoud Abbas applied for full membership of a Palestinian state in the UN 

General Assembly, but his efforts failed to have any significant effect. 

The release of IDF soldier Gilad Shalit, who had been held by Hamas since 2006, 

had everyone in Israel holding their breath for one joyous day, 18 October 2011. 

Since the beginning of 2012, Israel’s tense relationship with Iran and domestic 

conflicts involving the ultra-religious Jewish population have dominated media 

reports. 

Volunteer work

The distinguishing feature of the volunteer program in Israel continues to be that 

volunteers work in “combination projects” that involve them conducting one 

part of their project work with survivors of National Socialist persecution and 

another with the most varied social projects, memorial sites and educational 

organizations. 

In late August of 2011, 24 volunteers concluded their twelve-month service in Israel; 

six additional volunteers concluded their six-month service. The volunteers often 

arrived with different biographical backgrounds and diverse hopes and motiva-

tions with regard to their year of voluntary service. The year spent in Israel was 

a unique experience for all volunteers. Many described their time in Israel as the 

most important period in their life. 
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In September of 2012, a new group of 24 volunteers arrived in Israel in order to 

live and work there for one year. Aside from daily Hebrew lessons, the three-week 

orientation seminar in Jerusalem featured lectures and excursions on contem-

porary political, social and religious issues in Israel. The volunteers were provi-

ded with insight into the confusing reality of life in Israel, which brooks no simple 

description in black-and-white terms. Moreover, a seminar day was spent in Yad 

Vashem. During their conversations with historical witnesses, the volunteers had 

the opportunity to familiarize themselves with the personal dimension of the 

Shoah. 

In most projects, and despite some initial difficulties, work got off to a very good 

start. This was due to the fact that we have been cooperating with most project 

partners for many years, as well as to the fact that they very much appreciate the 

work done by our volunteers. 

Unfortunately, our project with Beduin youths in Rahat was hampered by organi-

zational problems. For this reason, it was decided to deploy the volunteers to a 

different project, a retirement home in Haifa, until the problems in Rahat have 

been solved. 

The bilateral program

The seminar that focused on the theme “German-Israeli family biographies” 

featured an encounter with Israeli students. The discussion turned on issues re-

lated to the volunteers’ and the students’ own family history and to the ways in 

which third- and fourth-generation relatives of persecutees are affected by the 

Shoah. These issues were examined in greater depth in the course of a seminar 

day spent with Israeli students. The exchange was very important to all partici-

pants and there is an interest in seeing more encounter projects of this kind. 

The 2010/2011 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s  to I s rae l  ( l e f t  to r ight):  Mar iu s Bi scho f f, 

Joh ann e s  Bahnh ol z e r,  Jo s c h a  Je l i t z k i,  S t e ph ani e  Hö r ni g,  Jo shu a  He lm c k e , 

Co n s t an t in  Mau f,  Mar l e n e  Gal ln e r,  De ni s e  Gö l ln e r,  Jan  Ge r l i c h,  K ar e n  Bähr, 

Jakob Ode nwald,  Mor i t z  Bar t e l s,  Noomi Müll e r,  K e ndra Ge drath,  Jakob Halm, 

S arah  L ab u s ga,  Jo n a s  Hahn,  Eu ge n  Vo r o nin,  Phi l ip p  Haye,  Ma t t h äu s  v o n 

Gl i s c hin sk i,  Ma t t hi a s  K a s p e r s,  K a t h ar in a  v o n  Mün s t e r,  R u t hi  E i t an,  E s t h e r 

Bu c k,  Car o l in e  L o r e n z
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ARSP’s international German program

Young Israelis display a consistently high level of interest in Germany. In 2011, 

ARSP and Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace provided seven Israeli volunteers with 

the opportunity to work in various projects for one year. The projects included 

the House of the Wannsee Conference and the Youth Cellar Lichtenrade. The volunteers 

worked within the framework of the German-Israeli volunteer program Kom-
Mit-Nadev.

ARSP’s trainee program

On 21 May 2011, we were able to welcome 15 job trainees from Germany – eleven 

trainees from six firms in North Rhine-Westphalia and four from Adolf Würth 
GmbH & Co. KG – at Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace in Jerusalem. The trainee 

 volunteers spent fourteen days at ARSP projects including schools, pension 

 homes, institutions for persons with disabilities and the Yad Vashem memorial 

site. Moreover, the trainees were provided with the opportunity to meet histori-

cal witnesses. In the course of lectures and excursions, they were provided with 

insight into the social, political and religious situation in Israel. The goal of the 

two-week social internship in Israel, which was organized in cooperation with 

Adolf Würth GmbH & Co. KG, is to strengthen the social and intercultural skills 

the trainees will require in their professional life while simultaneously raising 

their awareness of the topicality of history. The program will be extended in 2012. 

A change of staff

After six years of working as the coordinator of ARSP’s Israel program, Katha-

rina von Münster and her husband moved to Washington DC in August of 2011. 

T rain e e s  f r o m A d ol f  Wür t h  GmbH & Co.  KG an d  t h e  f i r m s  Ge l s e nw a s s e e r, 

BA R SP,  RW E,  Hal l e  Mün s t e r l an d,  Lu f t  un d  K lim a an d  Go l dbe c k  a t  t h e 

jo in t ly  a t t e n d e d  in t r o du c t o r y  s e min ar  in  Be r l in,  15  A p r i l  201 1
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We wish her all the best during the new and exciting stage of her life she is be-

ginning and hope she will continue to remain attached to ARSP and Israel. On 

1 August 2011, Christa Zwilling-Seidenstücker began work as the new coordinator 

of ARSP’s Israel program. 

Public relations work

Many travelers to Israel are interested in acquainting themselves with ARSP’s 

work in the country and the volunteers repeatedly had the opportunity to speak 

about their lives in Israel and the work done by their projects. The most distin-

guished visitor was Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel, who met a group of vo-

lunteers during her visit to Israel in the spring of 2011 and showed herself to be 

very impressed with the volunteers’ committed work in Israel. 

ARSP’s longstanding program coordinator for Israel, Katharina von Münster, 

said farewell to ARSP during a panel discussion on the theme “The Future of 

Remembrance – Common Remembrance in Germany and Israel”. One of the is-

sues discussed concerned the ways in which remembrance of the Shoah and his-

to rical discourses are changing within multiethnic societies. Such questions will 

surely have a strong impact on ARSP’s work in Israel during the coming years. 

Volun t e e r s  f r o m t h e  201 1/2012 ge n e ra t i o n  in  I s ra e l:  Ba c k  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ): 

Chr i s t i an  Man gol d,  Car o l in e  R h e in,  Si l a s  Ol s z e w sk i,  Mar i a  R öge r,  A nn e 

R ump f,  R u t h  K ran e ,  Fe l i x  Lühr s,  Mir jam K ran e,  Bir k  K o w al sk i,  Jo an a 

 Bürge r,  A dr i an  We iß,  Manu e l  A be l s,  F ran z i sk a  S c hin dl e r,  L i l ly  R e i c hw e in, 

Mir i am Me ye r,  Jo n a s  Naum ann,  Cyra  S o mm e r,  K a t r in  E lbe n.  Fr o n t  r o w 

( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  R aph a e l  P i o  t r o w sk y,  Sim o n S al z m ann,  Wan d a  K i l i a s,  Lu dw i g 

De c k e ,  K i l i an  Nu s sbaum,  Li e n e h  Mo d al a l.
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During the Tel Aviv memorial event to commemorate 9 November 1938, one ARSP 

volunteer delivered a speech to a large group of Shoah survivors and their families. 

Everyone was greatly moved by the speech. 

The German Football Association also paid homage to ARSP’s work in Israel. 

Several delegates of the German Football Association, including former inter-

national football player Marco Bode, visited Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace and 

made a generous donation to support ARSP’s work in Israel. 

The fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in Israel 

The fiftieth anniversary of Action Reconciliation’s work in Israel was the absolute 

highlight of ARSP’s work in Israel in 2011. The key event was a three-day celeb-

ration in Jerusalem, from 6 to 8 March. The celebration in Jerusalem began with 

a festive prayer service in the Church of the Redeemer; the sermon was held by 

Provost Uwe Gräbe. Vice President of the German Bundestag Katrin Göring-Eck-

hardt and Hannelore Kraft, president of the German Bundesrat and prime 

 minister of North Rhine-Westphalia, expressed their appreciation of ARSP’s work 

in Israel during the festive event in the Ramat Rahel kibbutz.

Discussion forums and symposiums on current political, religious and social 

issues provided an opportunity to engage in dialog, examine ARSP’s history and 

develop visions for the future. Last but not least, the anniversary celebrations 

provided an opportunity to become acquainted with people and meet old acquain-

tances again. Many former volunteers, former and current project partners and 

members of ARSP’s network of friends in Israel participated in the anniversary 

celebrations.

The subsequent anniversary trip gave interested persons the opportunity to brush 

up on or expand their knowledge of the country. Aside from encounters with 

historical witnesses and visits to ARSP projects, the program focused on explo-

ring the country “off the beaten path”. 

Precious companions: 
ARSP’s network of friends in Israel

As in previous years, members of the Israeli network of friends followed ARSP’s 

work in Israel with a high degree of commitment. The network of friends was 

strongly involved in planning and organizing the celebrations held on the occa-

sion of the fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s work in Israel. The contribution of the 

“jedidim” (friends) is especially essential when it comes to accompanying and 

supporting our volunteers, be it as historical witnesses appearing in seminars, 

be it as speakers or mentors. The “friends” are always there for the volunteers, 

ready to help them become accustomed to life in Israel and the work done by 

their project. They lend a helping hand when it comes to wiring up a gas cooker 

or an Internet point, or when a volunteer is in need of a sympathetic ear. Mem-

bers of the network of friends also lent their help and support when it came to 

the change of staff that occurred during the summer. We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank board members Ayala Lavie, Ester Golan, Gabi Daus,  Jakob 

Hirsch, Moshe Harel, Marianne Karmon, Micha Wachs, Michael Blasbalg, Naomi
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 Livne and Yuval Krämer, who devoted many hours of their free time to voluntary 

work for ARSP. Our heartfelt thanks go out to them!

Number of volunteers and projects in Israel

Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–August 2011 24 10 14

September 2011–February 2012 24 13 11

Number of medium-term volunteers total female male

Marche 2011–August 2011 6 4 2

Projects (and location) by project area

Socially disadvantaged persons Isha Le Isha Women’s Center, Jerusalem

Beit Rachel Strauss, Jerusalem

Beit Sefer Ilanot, Jerusalem

Gan Ha Shikumi, Jerusalem

Open House, Jerusalem

Children and Youth Village, Ben Shemen

Gan Or, Kiryat Ata

Nashim lemaan Nashim Women’s Center, 

Haifa

Beit Sefer On, Tel Aviv

Beit Uri, Afula

Kivunim, Bustan HaGalil

Elderly people, survivors and 

their descendants

Amcha, Haifa

Amcha, Jerusalem

Amcha, Beersheva

Amcha, Nahariya

Irgun Olei Merkas Europa, Jerusalem

Beit Siegfried Moses, Jerusalem

Beit Frankforter, Jerusalem

Beit Bart, Jerusalem

Mobile Social Work with the Elderly, Jeru-

salem, Tel Aviv, Haifa, Afula

Beit Jenny Breuer, Tel Aviv

Pinkas Rosen, Tel Aviv

Beit Anita Müller Cohen, Tel Aviv

Beit Rishonei Ha Carmel, Haifa

Pisgat Achusa, Haifa

Irgun Olei Merkas Europa, Haifa

Beit Shikma, Kibbutz Ha Zorea

Beit Hadar, Kibbutz Ein Hashofet
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Historical and political 

education

Leo Baeck Institute, Jerusalem

Central Archives for the History of the 

Jewish People, Jerusalem

Yad Vashem, Jerusalem

International Youth Meeting Center Beit 

Ben Yehuda, ARSP, Jerusalem

Moshe Dayan Centre, Tel Aviv

Stephen Roth Institute, Tel Aviv

Alfred Wiener Library, Tel Aviv

Moreshet, Givat Haviva

Isha L’Isha – Haifa Feminist Center

Projects to promote mutual 

understanding

Moadonit Shalom, Haifa

Leo Baeck Educational Centre, Haifa

Schachar Hachadasch, Rahat

Hand in Hand School, Jerusalem



78 A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  R e p o r t s  o n  Vo lu n t ar y  Wo r k 

Reports on 
voluntary work:
Netherlands
Bar bara  S c h ö p p in g

Europe’s closed borders: the situation in the country

In the fall of 2011, there was a public discussion in the Netherlands about the 

deportation of a young man, now of legal age, to Angola. This young man grew 

up in the Netherlands, but his residence permit expired on his eighteenth birth-

day. The large amount of public attention this case received resulted in the young 

man being able to remain in the Netherlands, at least temporarily, as he has now 

been given a temporary student visa. The fate of this young Angolan is only one 

example of the highly bureaucratic asylum law and the obstacles asylum seekers 

face, even if they have been living in the Netherlands for a long time. 

Within the context of Europe’s financial and political crisis, one increasingly hears 

critical remarks on the behavior of the German government. There are discus-

sions about the extent to which Germany has abandoned its historically motiva-

ted restraint with regard to its leading role in Europe.   

Volunteer work

The new volunteer group that arrived in September of 2011 included a young 

 volunteer who has begun working for RADAR, a Rotterdam-based, regional anti-

racist group that various volunteers have been in touch with for some time. The 

volunteer position in Enschede synagog remained vacant, for internal reasons. 

We continue to find that our cooperation with mentors provides valuable sup-

port to volunteers. We have been able to recruit new mentors in several loca-

tions. Regular contact between volunteers and survivors of National Socialism, 

and between volunteers and other older friends, also remains an important ele-

ment of volunteer work. Five volunteer positions are funded by the EU program 

Youth in Action.

The bilateral program

The one-week country seminar took place in June of 2011. The first part was 

inter nal and devoted mainly to evaluation of the projects and interviews. The 

second part was organized in cooperation with the Anne Frank Stichting, as has
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T h e  2010/201 1  c o un t r y  gr o up: 

Fr o n t  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  Jak ob  S an s,  Yanni c  R i s t e r s,  Ev a  K ran e ,  Car o l in 

Wal t e r s,  Ju l i a  S c h ä f e r,  Ol e  S e l g,  Car o l in  St ar k e ,  Hann ah K ahl e r t ,  Mar e ik e 

Bök e  an d  t h e  c o o rdin a t o r  o f  A R SP ’s  p r ogram in  t h e  Ne t h e r l an d s,  Bar bara 

S c h ö p p in g.  Ba c k  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  S im o n Bo l l,  A l e x an d e r  K l e nk,  Luk a s 

S c hmi t t ,  Yanni c k  Ge r h ard s,  K o n s t an t in  Pap e ,  Be n e dik t  L an ge nba c h

been our practice in the past. The program “Coming to Justice”, which examines 

the question of whether, and if so how, justice can be achieved following a ge-

nocide, and in doing so considers the examples of the first Nuremburg trial of 

National Socialist war criminals and the UN’s Yugoslavia trial, has proven a great 

success. Several Dutch students and a student from Ukraine also participated in 

the seminar. 

Public relations work

The second thematic afternoon took place in November of 2011, within the frame-

work of ARSP’s annual theme for 2011, “Refugees and migration”. It was orga-

nized in cooperation with the Hollandsche Schouwburg. The title was “Ergens 

welkom? – Vluchtelingen in Nederland”. The difficulties that refugees face in 

the Netherlands were examined from a variety of perspectives. Ruth Wallage-

Binheim gave an autobiographical account of her childhood experiences as a 

 Jewish refugee from the National Socialist Germany of the 1930s. Participants 

in this successful afternoon included project partners, mentors, volunteers and 

numerous other interested individuals. 

April 2011 was the first time that volunteers’ visits to several schools were orga-

nized with our project partner Verzetsmuseum, Amsterdam. The program “Resis-
tance – Then and Now” was received with interest by the school audiences. On the 

occasion of the Ecumenical Decade for Peace in November of 2011, volunteers 

helped organize a prayer service in the German Evangelical Congregation of Amster-
dam, as has been the practice for many years. ARSP volunteers also participated 
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in the public events on Holocaust Memorial Day (27 January 2011), depositing 

f lowers at Amsterdam’s Auschwitz Memorial. 

Moreover, two newsletters were published in cooperation with ARSP’s network 

of friends. 

Annual project partner meetings, other activities

The annual project partner meeting was held in early March of 2011, at a drop-in 

center of Regenboog Groep in Amsterdam. Volunteers spoke about their experien-

ces working with refugees, in keeping with ARSP’s annual theme. 

In May, and within the framework of ARSP’s trainee program, three trainees 

from the firm Würth GmbH & Co. KG worked as interns at Anne Frank Stichting, 

the Regenboog Groep and the Verzetsmuseum in Amsterdam. They received sup-

port from the ARSP volunteers working in these three projects. The project has 

been received very positively by everyone involved. 

Both our school visits and the June 2011 seminar were organized with the finan-

cial support of Dutch foundations. The thematic afternoon was organized with 

the financial support of the Small Cultural Fund maintained by the German 

embassy in The Hague. 

Number of volunteers total female male

February 2011–September 2011 15 7 8

September 2011–February 2012 17 12 5

T h e  201 1/2012 c o un t r y  gr o up:  Fr o n t  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  Jo a c him Be rgm ann, 

Jann e s  L ö bl in g,  He l ge  A i s e nb r e y,  Gr e go r  May.  Ba c k  r o w ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ): 

Paulina He rke r,  Le na Stoll e,  Noe mi De dr ing, Lukas Ge r nhold, Wiebke Volkhardt, 

F r i e d e r ik e  Mo raht,  Ju l i an e  Har l an d,  S arah  L e u d e r s,  F r i e d e r ik  Wan s in g,  A nn a 

Ni c k e lm ann,  Ju l i a  Br os y,  Hann ah Gr e im e l,  Fe mk e  O p p e r  an d  t h e  c o o rdin a t o r 

o f  A R SP ’s  p r ogram in  t h e  Ne t h e r l an d s,  Bar bara  S c h ö p p in g
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“It’s very nice to offer a young person our hospitality every year, 

a person who engages in committed action out of a sense of past 
injustice and with an eye to ameliorating the suffering caused by 
today’s unjust immigration policies. The ARSP volunteer lives 
with people who have no legal residence status. She visits persons 
without a legal residence status who find themselves in custody 
prior to deportation. She participates in vigils in front of the 

prison in order to give prisoners a sense of courage and call for a 
change of policy. Would it not be a nice step in the direction of the 
putatively “radical center” to cease denying people legal residence 
and to offer them the opportunity to do something with their 
lives?”

Fritster Kuile, Jeanette Noël Huis, Amsterdam

Projects by project area

Historical and political 

education

Anne Frank Stichting, Amsterdam

Herinneringscentrum Kamp Westerbork, 

Hooghalen

Joods Historisch Museum, Amsterdam

Nationaal Monument Kamp Vught

Radar, Rotterdam

Stichting Synagog, Enschede

United, Amsterdam

Verzetsmuseum, Amsterdam

Socially disadvantaged persons German Seamen’s Mission, Rotterdam

Emmaus, Haarzuilens

Jeanette Noël Huis, Amsterdam

De Regenboog Groep, Amsterdam

Stichting Kwintes, Amersfoort

Wijkpastoraat Oude Noorden, Rotterdam

Working with persons with 

disabilities

Arche Community, Gouda

DC Maccabiadelaan, Amstelveen

Working with elderly people Beth Shalom, Amsterdam
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Number of volunteers in the various project areas

Historical and political education 8

Socially disadvantaged persons 7

Working with persons with disabilities 3

Working with elderly people 1

A word of thanks to our supporters

German Evangelical Congregations, Amsterdam and Rotterdam

German Evangelical Congregration, The Hague

Stichting Visser’t Hooft Centrum, Rotterdam

Small Cultural Fund of the German embassy, The Hague

A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  R e p o r t s  o n  Vo lu n t ar y  Wo r k 



83

Reports on 
voluntary work:
Norway
Ve l in e  Ba c k o f e n

After the attacks: the situation in the country

The attacks in Utoya and Oslo on 22 July 2011 and the debate about them domi-

nated public discourse. After all, the terrorist attacks caused the entire country 

to come to a standstill. For two weeks, there were no other news items. People 

are deeply shocked. On the international level, the way the attacks have been dealt 

with has prompted admiration and surprise. There was admiration insofar as 

the attacks were not responded to with calls for ramping up inner security, but 

rather with a plea for more democracy and openmindedness. And journalists 

were surprised to find that during the first weeks, criticism of the police and the 

security forces was responded to with the remark that the country was going 

through a period of mourning, and that there would be no investigative com-

mission until later. Members of the government were present at each funeral of 

the 79 victims. Another striking feature of the public discourse was the fact that 

the period of National Socialist occupation was repeatedly invoked to describe 

the significance of the attacks. 

The communal election campaign was postponed. However, voter participation 

then turned out to be only two percent higher than usual. The Labor Party failed to 

secure the additional hopes it had anticipated. However, the Fremskritts Party, 

part of the right-wing and populist spectrum, lost many votes. The assassin An-

ders Breivik had once been a member of this party. 

Everyone speaks out against physical violence, but the media’s verbal discrimi-

nation against immigrants is tolerated. There are debates about the relationship 

between right-wing, populist ideologies and violence, but renewed attention has 

also been devoted to the question of whether Norwegian society is paying in-

sufficient attention to right-wing extremism. The investigative commission has 

now gotten to work, and questions about the behavior of the security apparatus 

are now also being raised. Now that two medical opinions on Anders Breivik’s 

mental condition have been made available to the court, the question of whether 

or not he is legally sane is also being critically discussed. The final decision on 

how the medical opinions are to be interpreted will be taken by the court. The 

trial began on 16 April 2012. 
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T he  2010/2011 c ount r y group ( l e f t  t o  r ight):  Ja s min Ghalib,  Samue l  Schwar t z, 

Ve l in e  Ba c k o f e n  (c o o rdin a t o r  o f  A R SP ’s  No r w e gi an  p r ogram),  X av e r  Hol l e r, 

Val e r i e  S c hw e dh e lm,  Fran z i sk a  S an d e r,  K je l l  Bram s i e p e ,  W i e bk e  Hahn e, 

L a s s e  S t o l z ,  De b o rah  S c h e r f,  L e n a  He r r m ann,  F l o r i an  R i t t e r,  Lu dw i g  P r obs t , 

Joh ann a  W i t t e k in d.

T h e  201 1/2012 ge n e ra t i o n  o f  A R SP v o lun t e e r s  t o  No r w ay:  Bjar n e  Ge dra t h, 

A l e x andra R ake i,  Br uno Wilke n,  Jan- Olive r  Di s t l e r,  T i l lman Jakob P f läging, 

Le onard Schube r t,  Anne Fuhr mann, Jan Mache tan z, Jan-Chr i s toph Elle-Sie we r t-

se n, K yra  Braun,  Ur s  Fr i c k e ,  Mir jam S c h ä f e r,  Jo e l  Gö rge n,  Jo n a s  Jahn s, 

O r l an d o  R ab o t,  Ma d e l e in e  S o phi e  Gé n e v é
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Volunteer work

The panorama of projects remains stable and the volunteers receive competent 

support from our project partners. All projects are able to meet their expenses 

for accommodation and food. They also provide the volunteers’ pocket money, 

with the exception of the two projects hosted by the Jewish community; in their 

case, the pocket money is provided by ARSP. The volunteers display a high level 

of satisfaction with their projects and the tasks allotted to them. 

In September of 2011, a new seminar structure was introduced, with an eye to 

improving the supervision and support of the volunteers by ARSP. The January 

seminar was shortened and a new seminar is now being held in early June. Thema-

tically, this means that thematic engagement with the host country now occurs 

in a special seminar and is no longer integrated into the January seminar. 

In Norway, there exists a special program for volunteers working at the Folke-

høgskolen (FHS). The period of service is 15 months. Participants begin wor-

king in the projects in March. This period of service is due to the fact that the 

schoolyear, which lasts from August to May, is not compatible with ARSP’s usual 

period of service (September to August). This situation entails a need for special 

planning and preparatory efforts. Our experience during the last three years 

has shown that it makes sense to integrate selection of FHS volunteers into the 

general selection process. Thus all applicants are provided with information on 

the schools and are able to consider the option of working there – even if this 

may mean that they will not begin their voluntary service until the following 

year. Within the period covered in this report, only two of the twelve volunteers 

whose applications were accepted have subsequently stepped back from their 

voluntary service. 

The preparatory activities in Germany, i.e. the introductory seminar, are orga-

nized by the Neugengamme memorial site. The introductory seminar is then 

followed by the orientation days in Oslo. We have thus been able to develop an 

efficient model by which to prepare volunteers for their period service. 

The new regulations on the registration of EU citizens are still causing a certain 

degree of uncertainty, as the procedures have once again been changed by com-

parison to last year. 

The bilateral program

The bilateral program in Norway has taken place since 2002 and is prepared 

and implemented in cooperation with a Folkehøgskole (FHS) teacher speciali-

zing in a particular subject. 

This January, we were the guests of the Soltun FHS. Aside from organizing small 

group excursions to Adolfskanone, a former POW camp, and Trastad Gaard (the 

first ARSP project, in 1959), Soltun had invited a speaker who held a lecture about 

the Sami ethnic group’s past and present. Excusions to memorial sites and en-

gagement with a theme from the country’s present have become staples of the 

seminar. During the last ten years, there has developed an interesting coopera-

tion with the Folkehögskolen (FHS). Every seminar is a new challenge and we 

have experimented with the most varied models, i.e. the volunteers have been 

able to engage with the theme of the presence of history. 
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Public relations work

In October, a public event was organized in cooperation with the Goethe Institute, 

ARSP’s venner and ARSP’s project area on intercultural activities. A screening 

of the film “It’s my history too” was followed by a panel discussion chaired by 

Claudia Lenz of the International Wergeland Center. Jutta Weduwen from the pro-

ject area on intercultural activities and Mona Nadaf, a delegate sent by Berlin’s 

neighboorhod mothers, Cora Alexa Døvin of the Holocaust Center and former 

ARSP volunteer to Norway Linn Husby spoke about the challenges that arise when 

history and histories enter into a dialog with one another.

The prayer service held on the occasion of the national day of mourning has 

been a staple of ARSP’s work in Norway for several years. The volunteers actively 

participate in the organization of the prayer service, which is followed by a visit 

to the German military cemetery and the Grini memorial site. The day ends with 

an invitation to the residence of the German ambassador, where the volunteers 

have the opportunity to speak with the embassy’s employees and with represen-

tatives of German and Norwegian organizations. 

The German program and ARSP’s network of friends 
(ARSP’s venner)

This year, there will be no Norwegian participant in the German program. 

During the anniversary prayer service in Kokelv in November of 2010, parish 

members approached me to ask whether it might not be possible to dispatch a 

volunteer group to Kokelv via ARSP, so as to maintain the friendly relations that 

were established when the church was built fifty years ago. From this request 

there developed the idea to organize a summer camp. In the meantime, a prepa-

ratory group has constituted itself. Ågot, the chair of ARSP’s network of friends, 

is part of the preparatory group, as are two representatives of the Kokelv congre-

gation. The fiftieth anniversary of the summer camp program will therefore invol-

ve the hosting of a summer camp at the site where ARSP built a church in 1960. 

Number of volunteers and projects

Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–May 2012 17 6 11

May 2011–August 2012 14 5 9

September 2011–February 2012 14 5 9
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Projects by project area

Working with persons with 

disabilities

– Betania Foundation, Alta: 

accommodation and conference center

– Signo-Andebu Foundation: special 

school for deaf children and adolescents, 

residential complex for deaf adults

– Signo-CSS Foundation, Oslo: 

residential complex for deaf adults

– Granly Foundation, Kapp: residential 

complex for persons with mental dis-

abilities, retirement home for persons 

with mental disabilities

Elderly people, survivors and 

their descendants

– Jewish Residential and Retirement 

Center, Oslo

– Kindergarten of the Jewish community, 

Oslo

Historical and political 

education

– Educational establishments for young 

adults with and without disabilities: 

Soltun FHS, Evenskjer, and Lundheim 

FHS, Moi

Working with children – Betania Foundation, Alta: kindergarten
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T he  2010/2011 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s  a t  the  f o l low-up s e minar  in  P i e k a-

r y,  Augu s t  2011:  L owe r  row ( l e f t  t o  r ight):  Ur s z ula  Si e´nc z ak (A R SP program 

c  oordinat or  f o r  Nor way),  Anna Mala,  Jona s  R abe,  Ana s t a s iya Voront sova, 

Annina Fra s ch,  Te t iana P idlu t sk a,  Lui sa  L e hne n,  Ange lina Se que ira  Ge rardo, 

Mare k  K amionk a ( f r e e lanc e  c l e r i c al  a s s i s t ant  a t  the  A R SP o f f i c e )

Uppe r  row ( l e f t  t o  r ight):  Olga K os t rach,  Nina Pe nke r t,  Simon Be hni s ch,  Ol e na 

Voro t i l ina,  Ol e na Galyt sk a,  Anna Puchkova.

T he  2011/2012 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s  a t  the  Ge r man-Uk rainian we e ke nd 

se minar in Piekar y, Januar y 2012: Uppe r row ( le f t  to r ight):  Marek Kamionka 

(c l e r i c al  a s s i s t ant),  Solve j g  Ho f e r t-Vrana,  Ma x Br unow, Anna Pu z ankova, 

Tamara Komissarova, Agnie szka Zychowicz (cle r ical ass i s tant at the A RSP of f ice)

Lowe r row ( le f t  to r ight):  Viache slav Makare nko, Ma x imilian Kle d z ik,  Mar iane 

Pös che l,  K at r in  Bar t e l s,  Kyr ylo  K ozhe myk in,  Ie vge niia  Rudkovsk a,  Fran z i sk a 

Rol f,  V ik t o r iia  V la s iuk,  Yur iy  Mat u s chak,  A l la  Ivanova.
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Reports on 
voluntary work:
Poland
Ur s z u l a  S c i e ń z ak

The situation in the country

The central theme of the previous year in Poland – the aircraft disaster at Smo-

lensk – slipped further and further into the background during 2011. There were 

new and important events and developments, both in Poland’s domestic and in 

its foreign policy. 

The year 2011 was a successful one for the governing Civic Platform party. Its 

candidate Bronislaw Komorowski won the presidential elections, which were 

held earlier than originally scheduled. A second victory for the Platform, which 

has been part of a coalition government with the farmer’s party PSL since 2007, 

came during the parliamentary elections, in spite of the present economic and 

financial crisis (which had, however, not yet affected Poland very strongly at the 

time). The main rival, the major opposition party “Law and Justice”, lost the elec-

tions, although it continues to receive relatively strong popular support. 

A new protagonist has made an unexpected and spectacular entrance on the 

political scene: former Civic Platform activist Janusz Palikot, who now fronts a 

new, left liberal party that is named after him, Ruch Palikota. This new party 

 secured more than ten percent of the vote, winning the support of many young 

voters in particular. 

In the field of foreign policy, there were the Polish presidency of the EU Council 

and Poland’s attempts to strengthen the EU and convince member states to take 

action. In this context, a statement by Radoslaw Sikorski, the Polish foreign 

 minister, is especially worth mentioning: “I fear German power less than German 
inaction.” While this statement prompted much criticism in Poland, it also shows 

how much Poland’s relationship to Germany has changed, in spite of persistent 

problems. 

2012 promises to become a year full of challenges for Poland and its government. 

To mention only the first indications of this trend: there have been problems 

with the health and pension systems, which are in need of reform, and mass 

protests against ACTA have forced the government to step back, at least tem-

porarily, from ratifying the treaty, as it had originally intended to do. 
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Volunteer work

We bade farewell to the second German-Ukrainian generation of volunteers in 

August of 2011. Following some start-up problems, one volunteer’s discontinu-

ation of their service and another’s decision to switch to another project, the 

situ ation improved markedly toward the end. As the period of voluntary work 

progressed, the volunteers were able to integrate themselves more successfully, 

and they enjoyed cooperating and communicating with one another during se-

minars. 

One practical problem that has already arisen for earlier generations of volun-

teers, and which arises particularly frequently in mixed groups of German and 

Ukrainian volunteers, concerns misunderstandings or even conflicts related to 

shared accommodation. The Polish housing market and the existing system of 

tenancy make it virtually impossible to move to another apartment quickly. This 

means that a high degree of f lexibility and mutual understanding is required of 

the volunteers. 

The current, 2011/2012 group consists of seven German and eight Ukrainian 

 volunteers. Aside from the projects that have already featured in the Polish pro-

gram in previous years, new German-Ukrainian tandems have been set up at two 

new locations: the Foundation for Polish-German Reconciliation in Warsaw and the 
Jewish Center in Os ẃię cim. The project partners are now happy to host volunteers 

from both countries. “It makes no difference to us where the volunteers come from,” 

says one ARSP project partner, the Foundation for Polish-German Reconciliation. What 

counts is the quality of the work and the degree to which the volunteers contri-

bute to the project. Both German and Ukrainian contributions are appreciated.

The daily work of the projects is characterized by German-Polish and Ukrainian- 

Polish exchange in particular. Since the model is still relatively new, it will take 

some time to develop shared German-Ukrainian projects for the volunteers. We 

are working to motivate the volunteers to engage in a more in-depth exchange, 

especially in the tandems. 

The bilateral and the trilateral seminar programs

The seminars allow for various cooperative constellations. The first shared Ger-

man, Ukrainian and Polish introductory seminar provides the group with the 

opportunity to present their country from their own perspective while simulta-

neously learning about how they and their countries are perceived by others, and 

about what is commemorated in which country, and how. 

The Polish volunteer group’s country seminar involves Polish participants and 

future volunteers to Germany and the UK. The final seminar, held in the vicinity 

of Zakopane, was devoted, among other things, to Polish culture, the work of 

exiled dramatist Slawomir Mrozek and Nobel Prize recipient and poet Wislawa 

Szymborska, who passed away in early February of 2012. Job trainees from Adolf 
Würth GmbH & Co. KG also participated in the seminar. They had completed a 

two-week internship in Poland and familiarized themselves with ARSP’s pro-

jects in Piekary/Cracow and Oświęcim.

The German-Ukrainian group’s final meeting took place in Poland in 2011. In 

the course of the evaluation process, the volunteers spoke especially positively
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“German and Ukrainian volunteers face similar tasks each 
year. They deliver kosher food, help out in the Jewish kinder-
garten and assist us with projects directed at other volunteers 
and elderly citizens.” 

Thanks to the daily presence of the volunteers, the persons 
 assisted by us feel valued and less isolated. Many elderly people 
were glad to be able to speak Russian with Ukrainian volunteers 
– a language most of them speak well. Thanks to volunteer 
work, we learn to be tolerant and understanding of others. 

To us, each year of cooperation with ARSP volunteers means 
opening ourselves up to cultural diversity and constant learning. 
The volunteers learn a great deal about the Jewish community 
and become our friends and ambassadors, wherever they may 
go. 

Every volunteer has left a personal trace.”

The Jewish community of Warsaw

 about the seminar units on the themes of the Second World War, its assessment 

in the various countries and family biographies. 

The German program

In September of 2011, a Polish volunteer began her period of voluntary service in 

Germany. She works in the project “Asylum in the Church”, hosted by the Sachsen-

hausen memorial site and Berlin’s Jewish community. 

The trilateral program in the UK

In September of 2011, five Polish volunteers were dispatched to work in the UK 

projects Conflict & Change, Roma Support Group, L̀ Arche, Southwark Day Centre for 
Asylum Seekers in London and Coventry Mind.

For several years now, more information and promotional materials have been 

required in order to recruit Polish volunteers for the German and UK programs. 

This is partly due to the rival EVS program, but the main reason is that the Eras-

mus program has been expanding its offers to students. 
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The ARSP association in Poland

In November of 2011, an annual assembly of all members of the association was 

held and a report on activities was issued, with special emphasis on the new tri-

lateral program in Poland. We are in the process of organizing regular, open 

discussion meetings. We intend to invite not just association members, but also 

current and former volunteers, potential participants in ARSP volunteer program 

and other interested persons. 

A word of thanks to our supporters

Aside from the EVS program, which remains one of the main sources of funding 

in Poland and which allows us to dispatch Polish volunteers to Germany and 

the UK, the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future remains an impor-

tant sponsor, especially in the field of elder care. The trilateral program also 

owes its existence to a donation from the Evangelical Church in Germany.

Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–August 2011 13 11 2

September 2011–February 2012 15 10 5

Projects by project area

Memorial sites International Center for Encounter, 

Auschwitz

Majdanek memorial site in Lublin

Stutthof memorial site

Memorial sites / 

public relations work

Jewish Education Center in Auschwitz

Children and adolescents Piekary Youth Center

Working with elderly people Association of Former Concentration 

Camp Inmates, Lublin

Association of Former Concentration 

Camp Inmates, Gdansk

Association of Former Concentration 

Camp Inmates, Cracow

Jewish community, Warsaw

Persons with disabilities Fundacja „Miedzy Nami”

Political and educational work Teatr NN, Lublin

Edith Stein Society, Wroclaw

Education and elderly people Foundation for Polish-German 

Reconciliation, Warsaw

A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  R e p o r t s  o n  Vo lu n t ar y  Wo r k 



93

Reports on 
voluntary work:
Russia
Ut e  We inm ann

In motion: the situation in the country

Until shortly before the last parliamentary elections (December 2011), no one 

would have thought that so much could happen so suddenly in Russia, the coun-

try having seemed very static for years. Following the electoral victory of the 

Kremlin’s party, “United Russia”, people who had long been politically abstinent 

suddenly wished for their voices to be heard. They called for election procedu-

res that are free and fair, rather than characterized by rampant manipulation, 

as was the case in December of 2011. The protests have persisted since then. One 

reason for them seems to have been the decision, taken by the ruling duo Vladi-

mir Putin and Dmitry Medvedev and announced in late September of 2011, to swap 

government positions. But criticisms of the Russian government could already 

be heard prior to this announcement. Discontent was growing strongly among 

those who feel restricted, regardless of their income, by the country’s social, 

political and economic deadlock. They include entrepreneurs and creative people 

as well as teachers. Employees of the public education system are thought to be 

easily manipulated, as anyone who either refuses to act as election worker or 

chairperson of their local election board or fails to perform their task in accor-

dance with legal regulations risks losing their job. Thus Moscow, St. Petersburg 

and many other Russian cities are now strongly reminiscent of the perestroika 

period. An exciting process of political self-discovery has begun, although it is 

still in its initial stages. It is too early to tell how the situation will develop fol-

lowing the presidential elections in March of 2012. Vladimir Putin’s electoral 

victory is considered certain. It is no less certain that manipulated election re-

sults will be an issue again, even if the government has already adopted the op-

position movement’s call for “free and fair” elections. 

It is disconcerting to note the active participation of nationalist and right-wing 

extremist organizations and movements in the current protests. While they are a 

numerical minority on the streets, their presence is tolerated within the new 

oppo sitional alliances, and they are sometimes even accepted as full-f ledged 

partners. 

It is worth mentioning three other important events that occurred last year. In 

May of 2011, a Moscow court found two neo-Nazis guilty of murdering lawyer 

Stanislav Markelov and journalist Anastasia Baburova and condemned them to 

lengthy prison sentences. 
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T h e  201 1/2012 gr o up  o f  v o lun t e e r s  t o  R u s s i a  a t  t h e  Vo l gogra d  s e min ar  in 

 De c e mbe r  o f  201 1  ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  A l e x an d e r  Bau,  Dar i a  Go m e l sk ai a,  We r n e r 

Bos c hm ann,  A nn a  Hau s c hi l d,  P i a  Bai s c h,  Ju l i a  Bü c hl e r,  S arah  Br umm.

No t  sh o w n o n  t hi s  ph o t ograph:  A nn e m ar i e  Gr oß e-Jü t t e .

On 30 October 2011, the human rights organization Memorial staged a public 

reading of the names of victims of the Stalinist terror in front of the central head-

quarters of the former KGB, an event that met with considerable public acclaim. 

On 10 November 2011, an impressive memorial complex was inaugurated in Luba-

vitch near the Belarusian border; it commemorates the Jews murdered there by 

the Nazis. Volunteers from an ARSP summer camp that was jointly organized 

with the Moscow Holocaust Center were involved in setting up the memorial 

stone there almost ten years earlier. 
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Volunteer work

The panorama of projects in Russia is the same as last year. Cooperation with our Russian 

partners has become well established, and changes concern only minor details. When-

ever volunteers bring special qualifications or certain kinds of prior knowledge with 

them, our project partners benefit. Thus it was easy for the volunteer who has been 

working with the Youth Human Rights Movement in Voronezh since September to be-

come actively involved in the movement’s work as soon as she arrived. She is a native 

speaker and was therefore immediately able to engage in tasks that require a good know-

ledge of Russian. The same is true of the volunteer working with Memorial in Moscow. 

A volunteer who is more than 60 years old is currently working at the Holocaust Center. 
This enormously expands the range and conceptual dimension of voluntary service, 

and it has been welcomed across the board. This year, and differently from her prede-

cessors, the volunteer at the Orthopedagogical Center no longer works in a workshop 

for adults with disabilities; instead, she works mainly with children’s groups. The gene-

ration that concluded its period of voluntary service in August of 2011 found that the 

Moscow-based welfare center Sostradanije is increasingly concentrating its activities on 

Moscow’s environs, where more support is required than in the city. By contrast, in St. 

Petersburg, two volunteers continue to perform mobile work for the elderly within the 

city itself.  Once a week, they prepare lessons at a primary school in the Leningrad area. 

The lengthy trip to the small town outside the city is worth it. Several radio and TV re-

ports in the German media have drawn attention to the work of volunteers in St. Peters-

burg. It is gratifying to see that Memorial Petersburg’s work has received funding for seve-

ral years. The prospects of the Lutheran community in Volgograd have also improved 

following a period of uncertainty. 

There, volunteers work mainly in the field of mobile care for the elderly. The same is 

true of the volunteers working with Memorial in Perm. Two volunteers received a one-

T he 2010/2011 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s  a t  the  c ount r y s e minar  in  Volgograd, 

De c e mbe r 2010 ( l e f t  to r ight):  Kat ja Le de re r,  Nana Melling, Be njamin Schre ibe r, 

Till  Spanke, Fran z i ska Dinske,  Vale nt in Jandt,  Jonas Eichhor n, Jan Gr undmann
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year visa in September; one volunteer received a six-month visa. All others have 

had to content themselves with three-month visas. They have to travel to Berlin 

on a regular basis in order to obtain new visas. This is costly and reduces the 

time they are able to spend in their projects by several weeks.

The bilateral, trilateral and multilateral 
(seminar) programs

Perm and Volgograd are not simply two geographical locations at which ARSP 

volunteers have been active for many years. They are also the thematic corner-

stone of our seminar activities in Russia. As the seventieth anniversary of the 

German attack on the Soviet Union was commemorated in 2011, the seminar in 

Perm (April 2011) was devoted to this issue. The German group was joined by 14 

Russian volunteers and students. Once they had become acquainted with one 

another, two Russian and two German groups were formed. They were asked to 

explore the ways in which they and the societies they live in remember the war 

today. Next, the groups presented the results of their reflection. Everyone work-

ed hard with regard to both the visual presentation and its thematic content. This 

made the presentations very exciting. They prompted numerous further questions. 

Our project partner Memorial, who participated in the seminar, was able to explore 

many unexpected aspects of the issue. Some of the Russian participants accom-

panied the German group to the Perm 36 memorial site. The former penal camp 

serves as a reminder of the Stalinist period and was later notorious for its detainees, 

who included many political dissidents. In December of 2011, the current volun-

teer group was able to familiarize itself with the Battle of Stalingrad and learn 

about how the city and its inhabitants deal with this burdensome history today. 

The German program

In September of 2011, a volunteer group that was impressive both for its language 

skills and its thematic awareness traveled from Russia to Germany. The volun-

teers have learned about ARSP in various ways and are performing excellent work. 

We have also received a number of excellent applications for the year 2012/2013. 

At the same time, interest in spending a year of social service in Germany re-

mains high, as this form of voluntary service is now relatively well known in Rus-

sia. The European voluntary service is also in demand and there is a clearly articu-

lated interest in other European countries, especially the UK and France. 

Summer camps

Two summer camps were held in Russia in 2011. Longstanding ARSP project 

partner Memorial Perm has a summer camp tradition of its own: almost every 

year, the apartments of GULAG survivors are refurbished in cooperation with 

ARSP volunteers. A second summer camp was organized in the village of Miku-

lino. This was done on the initiative of Sostradanije and in cooperation with 

that organization. Mikulino is in the vicinity of the small city of Lotoshino, in 

the Moscow area. The summer camp was located on the premises of a psychia-

tric hospital. It was possible to recruit an orthodox parish as a partner. 
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Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–August 2011 8 3 5

September 2011–February 2012 8 6 2

Projects by project area

Socially disadvantaged persons Citizens’ Support and School for 

Refugees, Moscow

School for Roma – Memorial, 

St. Petersburg

Working with persons with 

disadvantages

Orthopedagogical Center, Moscow

Elderly persons, survivors and 

their descendants

Memorial, Petersburg

Sostradanije, Moscow

Sarepta parish, Volgograd

Memorial Perm

Historical and political 

education

Memorial Moscow

Moscow Holocaust Center

Sarepta parish, Volgograd

Youth Human Rights Movement, Voronezh

A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  R e p o r t s  o n  Vo lu n t ar y  Wo r k 



98 K o lu mn e n z e i l e  ( K ap i t e l b e s c hr e i b u n g)A SF  Ja hr e s b e r i c h t  201 1  –  B e r i c h t e  au s  d e r  F r e iw i l l i g e n ar b e i t

T h e  2010/201 1  ge n e ra t i o n  o f  v o lun t e e r s  a t  a  c o un t r y  s e min ar  in  P ra gu e : 

Te r e s a  No v ak,  Chr i s t in e  Blum,  Ev a-Mar i a  Wal t h e r,  F r i t jo f  A u f s c h l ä ge r, 

Yanni c k  Baum ann,  In a  Hamm e l,  Be r i t  Han s e n,  Tob i a s  We l lm ann.

T h e  201 1/2012 ge n e ra t i o n  o f  v o lun t e e r s  a t  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  d ays  in  P ra gu e , 

S e p t e mbe r  201 1  ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  K a t h ar in a  Lübs t o r f,  T im o Mül l e r-T r ibbe n s e e , 

Paul a  Car s t e n s,  L e o ni e  S c hi t t e nh e lm,  Be njamin  S e i d e l,  Ev a  Car ba c h,  Ve r e n a 

He s s e ,  Lu dw i g  Do mr ös,  ly in g  d o w n:  Sim o n R e b i ge r.
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Reports on 
voluntary work:
Czech Republic
St ani s l av a  Fran c e s c a  Š imuni o v á

Racist mobilization against Roma: 
the situation in the country

2011 was the first year of government for a coalition featuring two entirely new 

political parties: TOP 09 (the acronym is short for “Tradition, Responsibility and 
Prosperity”) and the Party for Public Affairs (VV). The familiar Democratic Citizens’ 
Party (ODS) is also part of the governing coalition. The government placed im-

portant reforms concerning the struggle against corruption on its agenda. But 

within just a few months, VV was going through the first of its own corruption 

scandals. The coalition remains relatively unstable. Nevertheless, it has succeeded 

in implementing all the health, pension and labor market reforms announced. 

A direct presidential election is envisioned as the last major “reform”.

The death of former president Václav Havel in December of 2011 has reminded 

the entire country of just how much his political and human grandeur is absent 

within the country’s current political life. The Czech Republic has also lost two 

other people who played an important role in German-Czech relations: Jiř í Dienst-

bier, the first post-1989 foreign minister, and Jiř í Gruša, the author, translator 

and longstanding Czech ambassador to Germany and Austria.

In 2011, the first Gay Pride Festival was held in Prague. Despite facing massive 

homophobic hostility from Hradčany Castle itself – and from one presidential 

advisor in particular –, the event was a success and will be held again in 2012. 

A dramatic deterioration of the situation between Roma and the “majority popu-

lation” occurred in August of 2011, in the so-called Šluknov Hook in Northern 

Bohemia, close to the Czech Republic’s border with the German federal state of 

Saxony. Massive antiziganist and racist mobilizations occurred in several cities. 

Entire families, including children, participated in these mobilizations. In some 

cases, Roma neighborhoods were subjected to veritable sieges. The neighbor-

hoods were also repeatedly attacked by neo-Nazis. While the number of demons-

trations has since declined, the situation remains very tense. 

In November of 2011, Bavarian Prime Minister Horst Seehofer (Christian Social 

Union, CSU) visited the Czech Republic for the second time. While the purpose 

of his first visit in December of 2010 had been to break the ice – it was the first 

official visit to the Czech Republic by a Bavarian prime minister ever –, his second 
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visit was intended to demonstrate that relations between the Czech Republic 

and Bavaria have become normal. Horst Seehofer’s visit to the Czech Republic 

included visits to the Lidice and Terezín memorial sites.

Volunteer work

The ecumenical organization Servitus represents ARSP in the Czech Republic. 

In June of 2011, Servitus recruited a new member – the Brünn Regional Caritas or-

ganization. Two ARSP volunteers are performing long-term work in the organi-

zation’s assisted living facility and its workshops for persons with mental disa-

bilities. 

At present, there are eight ARSP volunteer positions in the Czech Republic. In 

September of 2011, nine volunteers began their period of service. One volunteer 

discontinued her voluntary service after three months. This decision was due to 

a combination of the project, the project location and her working and living 

conditions, as well as to the fact that she had hardly any possibility of commu-

nicating in Czech. 

ARSP’s project coordinator for the Czech Republic, Stanislava Francesca Šimuniová, 

continues to work alone at ARSP’s country office. 

Work with our new project partners in Ostrava (leisure activities for Roma child-

ren) and České Budĕjovice (theater group, intercultural work) has gotten off to 

a good start. Our project partners and the ARSP volunteers are very pleased with 

the cooperation. Efforts to take up once more our visits to former forced labo-

rers in Olomouc, after a one-year hiatus, have also been successful. 

The next, 2012/2013 generation of ARSP volunteers will be able to work in a new 

project within the field of political education: an association of lawyers and social 

workers who support victims of hate crimes. Over and beyond providing legal 

and social support, the association “IN Iustitia” engages in public relations work, 

research and training within the field. The year 2012 will also see the reintro-

duction of volunteer positions at the Collegium Bohemicum in Aussig and at Leccos 
in Český Brod.

The 2010/2011 generation of volunteers was very solid and independent. The 

 volunteers jointly traveled to the demonstration against the neo-Nazi march in 

Dresden in February of 2011, where they raised the spirits of other demonstra-

tors with posters featuring a small mole. They also traveled to Loštice to work 

at a small Jewish cemetery. Moreover, two ARSP volunteers organized an inter-

national ARSP summer camp in Terezín. In the summer of 2012, two volunteers 

will work as team leaders at a summer camp in Ostrava, in cooperation with the 

Jewish community. 

In 2011, one Czech volunteer was dispatched to the Sachsenhausen memorial site 

and to Berlin’s Jewish community under ARSP’s German program.
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Public relations work

On the occasion of Holocaust Memorial day on 27 January 2011, we organized 

an ecumenical prayer service in cooperation with the German-speaking Evan-

gelical parish, as has been our tradition in the past. The prayer service was held 

at Martin in the Wall Church on 5 February 2012. This time, it was devoted to the 

anniversary of ARSP’s summer camp program and to participants from the Czech 

Republic, their memories, their courage and their desire for democracy. On the 

occasion, Michaela Vidláková spoke about the ARSP summer camps of the 1970s 

and 1989s. Anna Hejlová, a former participant, and Benjamin Seidel, currently 

an ARSP volunteer, provided a link to the present. The other volunteers contri-

buted readings, intercessions and music. 

Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–August 2011 8 5 3

September 2011–February 2012 9 5 4

Projects by project area

Socially disadvantaged persons Village of Coexistence, Ostrava

Leccos Youth Center, Český Brod

Working with persons with 

disabilities

Charitas Assisted Living Facility, Brno

Effeta Workshops, Brno

Elderly people, survivors and 

their descendants

Prague and Brno Jewish communities

Živà Pamět – work with former forced 

laborers, Prague, České Budějovice, 

Ústínad Labem and Olomouc

Historical and political 

education

Terezín/Theresienstadt memorial site

Colorful Children, České Budějovice
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Me mbe r s  o f  t h e  2010/201 1  ge n e ra t i o n  o f  v o lun t e e r s  a t  a  c o un t r y  s e min ar  in 

Od e s s a  ( l e f t  t o  r i ght ):  L o r e n z  He r t e l  ( D n e r p o p e t r o v sk ),  V in c e n t  Er n s t  (K i e v), 

Johanna K e rbe r  (Min sk),  Judi th  L ooge n (Kie v),  Hannah Eve r s  (Min sk),  Jannick 

Han s e n  (Simf e r o p o l ),  E i l ik a  Wül f in g  (Ch e r niv t s i ),  Su s ann e  R ös t e l  ( Lv iv)  an d 

A n z h e l a  Be l jak  (A R SP p r o j e c t  c o o rdin a t o r  f o r  t h e  C z e c h  R e p ubl i c )

P ur im c e l e b ra t i o n  in  t h e  U k rain e :  A R SP v o lun t e e r  Su s ann e  R ös t e l 

(2010/2011 ge ne rat ion o f  volunt e e r s)  and t wo gir l s  f rom “he r ”  chi ldr e n’s  group
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Reports on 
voluntary work:
Ukraine
A n z h e l a  Be l jak

Repression and football fever: 
the situation in the country

One major theme in 2011 was the upcoming European Football Championship 

and the preparations associated with it. New stadiums, hotels, airport terminals 

and other infrastructure projects were built at the various sites of the champion-

ship, and the entire country is bracing itself for the arrival of the football tou-

rists. In order to regulate the stay of these foreigners in Ukraine, politicians have 

finally passed a new visa and residency law. This is significant for ARSP’s work 

within the country, as it means that the status of ARSP volunteers will now finally 

be legally recognized. In the future, this will facilitate the process of registration 

and visa application. 

The second major theme of 2011 was the arrest of the former prime minister, 

Yulia Tymoshenko, and other opposition members. On the international level, 

the governing president, Viktor Yanukovich, has been accused of persecuting 

the opposition out of political motives. The same accusation has been leveled 

against his political party. Officially, the government responds to such criticism 

only by stating that the criminal procedure has been carried out in accordance 

with the letter of the law. The fact is that Yulia Tymoshenko has been condemn-

ed to seven years in prison and will have to serve her term. 

Volunteer work

Much like their predecessors, the members of the 2010/2011 generation of volun-

teers found the second half of their period of voluntary service more interesting 

and more exciting than the first. They had mastered the language and familiar-

ized themselves with their projects, their cities and the country. But the second 

half of the period of voluntary service is also the time when the volunteers must 

decide once again on how exactly they wish to perform their service. After the 

settling in period, our project partners may also have to make decisions on how 

they wish to continue their cooperation with the volunteers. In 2011, the project 

in Kharkiv dismissed one volunteer who had not displayed sufficient commit-

ment to the project. The volunteer has returned to Germany and is now prepa-

ring to attend university. 
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Seminar and summer camps

Two very successful international ARSP summer camps were held in Chernivtsi 

and Simferopol in the summer of 2011. The 2010/2011 generation of volunteers 

contributed to organizing and directing the summer camps. 

During the country seminar, held in Odessa in April of 2011, the volunteers re-

ceived many new impulses for the continuation of their period of voluntary service. 

They displayed great initiative in implementing a series of projects. The volun-

teer in Lviv participated in a theater festival; she was an active member of a theater 

group. The volunteer in Dnipropetrovsk was actively involved in the preparation 

of a new exhibition. Accordingly, the time until the final meeting in August 2011 

went by very quickly. At the meeting, which was held in Kiev following the con-

clusion of voluntary service for the first time, we jointly evaluated the entire year. 

Everyone noted that the twelve months had passed very quickly, and that they 

had made many new experiences and friends, in addition to acquiring new lan-

guage skills. Overall, the group’s assessment of its voluntary service with ARSP 

was very positive. 

In September of 2011, the new group of volunteers began its period of voluntary 

service. These volunteers will be working in their various projects until August 

of 2012. The first encounter with the coordinator of ARSP’s Ukrainian program 

occurred in Berlin, on the occasion of the first seminar. This first encounter, 

prior to departure, gives the volunteers a certain sense of confidence and facili-

tates later communication within the country. The initial stages of voluntary 

service were not free of problems, as the volunteers sometimes arrive with rather 

unrealistic expectations. Fortunately, the project partners are very patient and 

provide the volunteers with many opportunities to begin feeling at home in their 

project. I would like to take this opportunity to note that voluntary service in 

T h e  2010/201 1  ge n e ra t i o n  o f  v o lun t e e r s  l i s t e nin g  t o  a  hi s t o r i c a l  w i t n e s s  an d 

s ur v ivor  o f  Nat ional  Soc iali s t  pe r s e c u t ion,  Michail  A l e k sandrov i ch  Sa slavsk ij, 

a s  h e  s p e ak s  ab o u t  Od e s s a  un d e r  t h e  Ge r m an o c c up a t i o n
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the Ukraine places high demands on the initiative, patience and tolerance of vo-

lunteers. 

As in previous years, the group of volunteers from Ukraine also visited Minsk 

(Belarus), in order to jointly evaluate their initial experiences in their projects 

with ARSP’s volunteers to Belarus, and in order to engage in an exchange with 

other ARSP volunteers. The seminar was a success. The time spent in Minsk was 

characterized by many interesting discussions and conversations and by an enjoy-

able time spent together. On one day of the seminar, we met with Belarusian 

adolescents in order to engage in an exchange about “The Culture of Rememb-

rance in Belarus”. 

The project partner meeting

The first meeting of project partners from the CIS countries was held in Kiev in 

June of 2011. Both parties came up with the idea of organizing such a meeting. 

ARSP, the organizations that dispatches the volunteers, is very much interested in 

creating possibilities for dialog with the project partners. And the project part ners 

wanted to know more about how the volunteers prepare themselves for their period 

of voluntary service. They were also interested in ARSP’s numerous international 

activities. The project partner meeting was made possible by financial support 

from the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibiltiy and Future. 

The meeting was attended by project partners from three countries who have for 

many years been working on the thematic complexes “Effects of the National 

Socialist Occupation” and “The Situation of Former Forced Laborers and Con-

centration Camp Inmates”. They support former forced laborers and attempt to 

provide survivors of National Socialism with the support they urgently require. 

In this, they are assisted by ARSP volunteers. The main goal of the project part-

ner meeting was to give participants the opportunity to discuss best practices, 

problems related to the political situations in their countries and the advanta-

ges and disadvantages of deploying ARSP volunteers within their projects. It was 

interesting to observe how different the situation of non-governmental organi-

zations is in each of the three countries. In each country, the project partners 

attempt, albeit in different ways, to reduce the political pressure they are expo-

sed to from the state. At the end of the meeting, the participants concluded that 

they had found the exchange very exciting and important with regard to develo-

ping a better understanding of each other’s situations. 

Number of volunteers total female male

March 2011–August 2011 7 3 4

September 2011–February 2012 7 3 4
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Manue l  Wam sle r,  bor n in  Bade n-Wür t t e mbe rg  in  1990,  wa s  an A R SP volunt e e r 

in  t h e  “ D i gni t y  Ho u s in g”  p r o j e c t  in  Phi l a d e lphi a  ( US A )

T h e  2010/201 1  ge n e ra t i o n  o f  v o lun t e e r s:  L i l ly  L au t e r ba c h,  K a t h ar in a  Jo s e ph, 

Mar i e  Mat e r nu s,  Nadja L e ne k,  Linda St e in,  Fe li x  Audu,  L e a Hoe l z,  Magdale na 

S c h ar f  ( p r o j e c t  c o o rdin a t o r  f o r  U k rain e ),  S arah  Joh ann s e n,  A b i d  Ih l a s,  Jan 

Phi l l ip  Hamm, Chr i s t i an  Cram e r,  Mar i e -K a t r in  Bohn e s,  To r be n  Ja e c k e l,  Jan 

R ai t h e l,  K a t r in  Bahr,  Luk e  L an g f e l d,  W i lk e n  Har m s,  Chr i s t i an  Fe u e r ba c h e r, 

A nnik a  Sp i e ge lbe rg,  Manu e l  Wam sl e r,  R ube n  St a f f a,  S e ba s t i an  St ahlk e ,  Paul 

Pe t e r s,  Ma t hi a s  Hank e
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Reports on 
voluntary work:
USA
Ma gd al e n a  S c h ar f

Deadlock in spite of the Occupy movement: 
the situation in the country

In the USA, the year 2011 was characterized by political deadlock. The House of 

Representatives, which is dominated by the Republican Party, resisted every mea-

sure that US President Barack Obama attempted to introduce. Since 2011, and 

since the Republican Party has chosen its presidential candidate, the country is 

holding its breath and waiting for the results of the November 2012 elections. 

The hope is that a clear majority will once again create the conditions for effec-

tive political decision-making. The enthusiasm displayed by the supporters of 

Barack Obama (Democratic Party) in 2008 has yielded to the qualified hope that 

his possible second term in office will see him more resolutely representing the 

interests of those who have placed their hopes in him. 

One part of this diverse political spectrum, the Occupy movement, is largely re-

garded as the mouthpiece of the left and as a counterweight to the Republican 

Tea Party movement. The Occupy movement has attracted considerable atten-

tion in 2011, internationally but especially within the USA. The beginning of the 

cold season has displaced the Occupy movement – with its tent cities and camps, 

but also its squats for people who have lost their houses to banks as a result of 

the financial crisis – to a more virtual space. It remains to be seen whether (and 

if so how) the movement will be able to develop a stronger presence again in 2012. 

The most important indicator of an economic upturn is that unemployment has 

dropped to 8.3 percent. This has not yet had a positive effect on the general popu-

lation’s willingness to donate, so that non-governmental organizations continue 

to struggle with cost-cutting measures. A significant number of ARSP’s project 

partners have been constrained by financial difficulties to limit their work – and, 

consequently, their cooperation with ARSP. In general, the euro crisis is watched 

with concern, and there is an omnipresent fear that Europe could trigger the next 

world economic crisis. 

Volunteer work

In May of 2011, we held a German-American country seminar in Washington 

DC. US volunteers had spent their period of voluntary service working in the 

field of development assistance along with our partner organization Amizade.
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Both the exchange on the experiences gathered and the joint programs at the 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and the Goethe Institute were unanimously 

judged to have been very rewarding. 

Following a turbulent goodbye, which turned out differently than planned due 

to Hurricane Irene, the public event that had been intended to mark the conclu-

sion of voluntary service fell through. Many volunteers were only able to make it 

to Philadelphia via numerous detours, and they arrived shortly before they were 

scheduled to leave the country. The 2010/2011 generation of volunteers returned 

to Germany in late August. 

On 9 September 2011, the “new generation” arrived in the USA. We are glad to 

say that, for the second consecutive year, we had no difficulties obtaining visas 

for them. At the “orientation days”, the group proved itself to be highly coope-

rative and interested. So far, the volunteers have been performing excellent work 

within the framework of their service for peace, and there have been no signifi-

cant problems. 

We do however face a sensitive situation with regard to the Trinity Presbyterian 
Church. Since the death of Reverend Bob Helms, ARSP’s longstanding project 

partner and a member of ARSP’s network of friends, the parish has been cha-

racterized by serious divisions, and this has also affected the volunteer working 

there. This has prompted our decision not to dispatch a volunteer to the Trinity 

Presbyterian Church next year. We hope that we will however be able to continue 

our cooperation with our most longstanding US project partner the follow ing year. 

We have begun cooperating with two new project partners. Since September of 

2011, a second volunteer has been working at the Delta Foundation in Pittsburgh. 

The Delta Foundation takes a stand for the rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 

transgender individuals. The work there is markedly diverse. The ARSP volun-

teer is working with adolescents, organizing public events and gaining insight 

into legal trials over issues of “sexual orientation”. 

In September of 2012, an ARSP volunteer will begin his or her voluntary service 

at the Holocaust Center in Detroit, the oldest such center in the USA. The idea to 

cooperate with the Holocaust Center was developed during a lecture series held 

on the occasion of the opening of an exhibition about the “Ritchie Boys”. This 

was a special unit within the US Army during the Second World War. It consis-

ted largely of Jewish Germans and Austrians who had been trained, due to their 

language skills, to spy on and demoralize soldiers of the German Wehrmacht. 

The first meeting between the surviving “Ritchie Boys” to have occurred since 

1945 was an extremely moving event, although it was also an unusual one for 

ARSP insofar as it featured much military ritual and fanfare. 

The German program 

Three US citizens have been performing voluntary service in Germany since 

September of 2011. One is working with the American Jewish Committee in Berlin, 

another at the Dachau memorial site and the third at the Neuengamme memo-

rial site, as well as at “Solidary Aid for Elderly People” in Hamburg. 

Four US citizens with diverse and quite different experiential backgrounds and 

interests have applied for the 2012/2013 year of voluntary service. The selection
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“My encounters with these volunteers have changed me. As the 
daughter of a Jewish US serviceman who was deployed in Ger-
many during the Second World War, I grew up with a strong 
distrust of everything German – including Germans themselves. 
While I did not learn to ‘hate’, I was definitely not taught to 
forgive and forget either. But the reality of these young ARSP 
volunteers coming here and very humbly serving people that I 
have wanted to help has forced me to confront my deep-seated 
image of Germany. 

Ultimately, it was the concept of ‘reconciliation’, without any 
conditions over and beyond the meaning of this concept, that 
has allowed me to develop a different view of Germany and its 
inhabitants.”

Rachel Falkove, Philadelphia, longstanding 
ARSP project partner and chair of ARSP’s 
network of friends in the USA since 2012

process is ongoing, so that it is still unclear how many of them will actually per-

form voluntary service with ARSP. 

Public events and public relations work

In 2011, a number of ARSP events were held in Washington DC, New York City, 

Detroit, Springfield (Ohio) and Philadelphia: lectures, panel discussions on themes 

related to Judaeo-Christian dialog, film screenings with subsequent discussions 

and exchanges with Christian and Jewish parishes and communities. ARSP also 

cooperated with the Goethe Institute in hosting the opening of an exhibition by 

a young American who is the grandchild of German Jews. 

The purpose of the public events was to introduce audiences to the work done 

by ARSP and the volunteers, as well as to attempt to understand, but also to 

question and critically discuss the relevance of an organization like ARSP with-

in contemporary US society. Discussion topics included what it means to work 

with Shoah survivors in light of changing demographic realities, our responsi-

bility to the second and third generations and the transfer of transgenerational 

traumas. We also discussed issues related to engagement with the history of 

National Socialism in Germany’s contemporary immigration society. Again and 

again, we were gratified to find that our audiences received us with great open-

mindedness and interest; our reception was often quite hearty. 
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Aside from their voluntary service, many ARSP volunteers have been involved in 

public events and conferences such as the Jewish Federation’s Youth Symposium for 
Holocaust Education or the memorial events on Yom Ha’Shoah. We try to provide 

volunteers with as much insight into different areas of US society as possible. 

Thus we make sure to invite numerous guest speakers to our seminars. These 

guest speakers include Holocaust survivors, active members of various Jewish 

communities, human rights activists, academics, a drama teacher and psycho-

logists. 

In October 2011, we hosted the first part of the German, French and US further 

training course “From the Melting Pot to the Salad Bowl”, which the Franco-German 
Youth Office is supporting as a pilot project. The course was held in Berlin. Twenty 

participants who work with immigrants professionally or have made a commit-

ment to defend immigrant rights traveled there from the three countries. The 

further training course focused on intercultural and interprofessional exchange 

between the participants and on debates with persons practically involved in 

Berlin-based initiatives. The next meetings will take place in Philadelphia and 

Paris in 2012.

Number of volunteers total female male

September 2011–August 2012 23 10 13

Projects by project area

Socially disadvantaged persons Christ Lutheran Church, Camden

Clinton Housing Development Company, 

New York

New Visions Community Service, Camden

Trinity Presbyterian Church, New York

Project HOME / Kairos House, Philadelphia

Northwest Interfaith Hospitality Network, 

Philadelphia

Working with people with 

disabilities

Innisfree Village, Charlottesville

Elderly people, survivors and 

their descendants

DOROT, New York

Isabella, New York

Jewish Family & Children’s Service, 

Philadelphia

Jewish Family Service, Cincinnati

Project EZRA, New York 

Selfhelp Community Services, New York

Selfhelp Home for the Aged, Chicago

Hebrew Senior Life, Boston
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T h e  Fr e n c h,  US  an d  Ge r m an A R SP s e min ar  o n  in t e gra t i o n:  Ca s e y  St ok e s 

(a  US par t i c ipant  in  the  s e minar)  and Ar nold  Me nge lkoch,  the  Commi s s ione r 

f o r  Mi gra t i o n  in  Be r l in’s  Ne uk öl ln  di s t r i c t  .

Historical and political 

education

American Jewish Committee, Washington

American Jewish Committee, New York 

Delta Foundation, Pittsburgh

Holocaust Center of the United Jewish 

Federation of Pittsburgh

Inter Religious Task Force on Central 

America, Cleveland 

Jewish Council on Urban Affairs, Chicago

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 

Washington

Jewish Community Center Manhattan, 

New York
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Summer camps
and the ARSP 
steering committee
Chr i s t in e  Bi s c h a t k a  an d  R a c h e l  d e  Bo o r

One constant in our 2011 summer camp activities were the preparations for the 

2012 summer camp program. At closed steering committee meetings held in 

the context of the voluntary team leaders’ introductory and follow-up seminars, 

as well as at the work group’s annual assembly, much attention was devoted both 

to engagement with the history and underlying motivations of ARSP summer 

camp activities and to the public events and encounter projects scheduled for 

2012. Plans for the 2012 summer camp activities are quite ambitious: 34 summer 

camps will be held in 16 countries. The program will also provide a broad range 

of opportunities for social commitment. These include a project organized by a 

US homeless shelter, a pilgrimage from Dresden to Magdeburg, renovation work 

to be done with disabled persons at a “euthanasia” memorial site and participa-

tion in the commemorative events to be held on the occasion of the seventieth 

anniversary of the murder of the Rostov Jews. 

Summer camps in 2011: 30 projects

With regard to the summer camp program, the year 2012 was characterized by 

the continuation of a positive trend already noted in 2010: more and more people 

are expressing an interest in summer camps for volunteers older than 40. This 

year, there were four projects for persons over 40. The projects dealt with care-

taking and documentation activities at Jewish cemeteries and were for the most 

part independently prepared and directed by the team leaders. The four projects 

were located in Wroclaw (Poland), Chernivtsi (Ukraine), Bezdruzice (Czech 

 Republic) and Eröspuszta (Hungary). 2012 will be the first year in which parti-

cipants in a summer camp for persons above the age of 40 will be involved in 

compiling and administering the database of poems written at the women’s 

concentration camp in Ravensbrück.

Overall, 2011 saw the completion of 30 projects in nine countries. A total of 438 

persons from 18 countries participated, including 61 team leaders. In addition 

to our traditional projects involving work at memorial sites and the support of 

Jewish communities, we organized the first family summer camp in many years, 

and thereby made it possible for volunteers with children or grandchildren to 

also engage in socially committed activities. The German-Polish encounter pro-

ject in Kollm (near Görlitz) was so positively received that almost all participa-

ting families have already signed up for the next encounter in 2012. 



114

New initiatives

A path to be traveled anew within our summer activities is that of engagement 

with Roma initiatives. As a result of ARSP’s 2010 annual assembly on the “Situ-

ation of Sinti and Roma in Europe”, we cooperated with the Amaro Drom asso-

ciation in doing refurbishment work in Uzhgorod, Ukraine; this work will be 

continued in 2012.

Our inclusive work and encounter projects are another “work in progress” asso-

ciated with current and future summer camps. The work and encounter projects 

are projects that involve both persons with disabilities and persons without dis-

abilities. The volunteers who participated in this year’s summer camp in Bern-

burg performed caretaking work on the local Jewish cemetery and refurbished 

the Bernberg memorial site for the victims of National Socialist “euthanasia” 

measures. The gratifying success of this year’s project as reported by its three 

team leaders and ten participants should not, however, lead one to overlook the 

fact that it remains difficult to recruit participants from abroad for the summer 

camp project area “Working with persons with disabilities”. In the future, we 

will need new approaches to communication and planning to remedy this, but 

also to make more participants with disabilities interested in the projects. 

The summer camp council

The summer camp council is developing into a positive tradition. The summer 

camp council is the follow-up seminar for summer camp activities. It is orga-

nized in cooperation with the team leaders and the steering committee. In 2011, 

it took place in Dresden. On two evenings, there were opportunities for seeing 

each other again and presenting summer camp activities; former and current 

summer camp directors and participants were able to engage in dialog with each 

other and ARSP supporters from the area. The practice of being present in the 

area by organizing introductory and follow-up seminars and visiting summer 

camp activity project partners is one we intend to retain. 

Summ e r  c amp p ar t i c ip an t s  v i s i t  a  m e m o r i a l  s i t e  dur in g  t h e i r  s t ay  a t  t h e 

201 1  s umm e r  c amp in  Li c h t e nb urg  /  P r e t t in.
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Like those of previous years, the 2011 summer camp program largely focused 

on Germany and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Eastern European 

and particularly Belarusian, Russian and Ukrainian demand for participation 

in summer camps in Germany remains high, but the number of Polish and Czech 

participants has also increased. Participants from western European countries 

and/or Israel mainly attend the summer camps thanks to their contacts with local 

summer camp project partners. It remains difficult to find participants from 

the country hosting the summer camp. We are receiving an increasing number 

of applications from young persons above the age of 16 who wish to attend sum-

mer camps abroad. For this reason, it may be worth thinking about a summer 

camp program for persons above the age of 16 that takes place not just in Ger-

many, but also abroad. 

In 2011, it once again became apparent that volunteers often choose to partici-

pate in summer camps repeatedly. In the great majority of cases, they choose a 

different project, but refer to their positive experiences the previous year as the 

reason for their decision to participate again. It is particularly gratifying to ob-

serve the same tendency among team leaders. In 2012, at least 15 team leaders 

from the 2010/2011 program will direct another summer camp. 

During the anniversary year of summer camp activities, there is to be at least 

one summer camp in each country in which long-term ARSP voluntary service 

takes place. In some cases, this idea has led to colleagues abroad recruiting new 

project partners or introducing familiar partners to our summer camp program. 

Summer camps will be taking place in Deventer (Netherlands), Antwerp (Belgium) 

and Rivesaltes/Portbou (France/Spain). Participants in the Deventer summer camp 

will work to refurbish former synagogs, while those in Antwerp will be invol-

ved in an inclusive project with an Arche organization. The participants in the 

Rivesaltes/Portbou summer camp will follow in Walter Benjamin’s footsteps to 

examine issues of “f light and migration”. Other projects are rooted in Action 

Reconciliation’s work in former East Germany. Thus 2012 will see ARSP coope-

rating with the Evangelical Women in Germany Association in order to organize 

the first project at the Children’s Memory and Health Center in Warsaw for 

 several years. 

Some examples of the work 
of the ARSP steering committee

Immediately after the successful annual assembly (6 to 8 May 2011), we began to think 

about how to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of ARSP’s summer camp activities. How 

can we look back to the beginnings of these activities while simultaneously conveying 

a sense of the diversity of ARSP’s current summer camp projects? The annual assembly 

“Foreign Home: History/Stories of Flight and Migration” in Berlin struck a nerve and gained 

additional relevance thanks to media reports on naval accidents involving African re-

fugees and the deportation of Roma and Sinti to the Republic of Kosovo. The plethora 

of themes implicit in the title of the assembly proved stimulating and overtaxing at the 

same time. Plans for 2012 are riddled with similar fears, expectations and hopes. The 

annual assembly “Against the Grain: Stories of Courage, Remembrance and Democracy from 
Five Decades of ARSP’s International Summer Camps”, to be held in Magdeburg from 27 to 

29 April 2012, nevertheless reflects our aspiration to provide a transgenerational forum 

characterized by the broadest possible thematic exchange and by the opportunity to meet 

people again and develop ideas for ARSP’s future summer camp activities. 
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In March of 2011, the steering committee met in Radeberg (Saxony) and visited 

a longstanding project partner near Dresden, the Saxon Epilepsy Center in Rade-
berg. Within the ARSP summer camp program, the project is known as “Klein-
wachau”. The steering committee passed its new statement of principles on pro-

cedures and the distribution of responsibilities. The so-called Kleinwachau Model 
will now replace the previous Liebethal Model. It allocates responsibility for parts 

of our summer camp activities to members of the steering committee (e.g. intro-

ductory seminar, selection of team leaders, representation of summer camp act-

ivities, etc.). There is a consensus that this model and the concrete distribution 

of tasks it involves will lead to greater satisfaction and make it easier to develop 

more potential areas of activity. Another effect has been to facilitate the admis-

sion of new members to the steering committee. We have welcomed Stefanie 

Seifert (team leader of the 2009 summer camp near the Treblinka memorial site), 

Jan Schultheiß (former ARSP volunteer to the USA), Fabian Kümmler (team lea-

der of 2010/2011 summer camp near the Lichtenburg memorial site in Prettin), 

Karina Jansone (team leader of the 2010 summer camp in Israel) and Rachel de 

Boor (former ARSP volunteer to Prague and team leader of the 2010 summer 

camp on the Jewish cemetery in Berlin-Weißensee). Martin Harer has left the 

steering committee after working on it for many years. The current lineup of 

eleven steering committee members and the gratifying prospect of recruiting 

more interested persons places us in a good position to explore or continue to 

explore new directions. 

In planning upcoming summer camps, we have made and continue to make an 

effort to achieve a balanced combination of projects that reflect the nature of 

ARSP’s work in general. One vision we are still working to realize more fully is 

that of bringing together persons of different ages, from different life situations, 

with different learning behavior and from different countries. Our expectations 

of being able to link summer camp activities more closely to regional work are 

bound up with the new structure of the office concerned with regional work. 

A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  Su mm e r  C amp s  an d  S t e e r in g  C o mmi t t e e



117A k t i o n  Sü hn e z e i c h e n  F r i e d e n s di e n s t e  –  Ja hr e s b e r i c h t  201 1A SF  Ja hr e s b e r i c h t  201 1  –  S o mm e r l a g e r  u n d  L e i t u n g s k r e i s

A R SP s umm e r  c amp s  ar e  in t e r n a t i o n al ly  o r i e n t e d.  Te am l e a d e r s  o f t e n  ar r iv e 

f r o m al l  o v e r  Eur o p e  an d  e v e n  f r o m o u t s i d e  Eur o p e .



118 A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  A nnu a l  F in an c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  201 1  an d  2012 Bu d g e t



119A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  A nnu a l  F in an c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  201 1  an d  2012 Bu d g e t

Annual financial
 statement for 2011
and budget for 2012

General remarks

ARSP goes about its bookkeeping, balancing and financial assessment activities 

on the basis of the commercial law stipulations for traders (§§ 238–263 of the 

German code of commercial law). The principles of proper bookkeeping out-

lined in the German code of commercial law are implemented. The annual 

 financial statement is audited by the professional auditing service “Beil, Baum-
gardt & Kollegen”, which then issues the audit certificate. The asset assayers ap-

pointed by ARSP’s membership have been able to confirm that the books have 

been kept correctly. Quarterly financial statements are compiled on 30 June and 

30 September. Annual liquidity planning and the monthly verification of the 

 liquidity plan assure control over solvency and cost development. A monthly 

 assessment of received donations, including a comparison to the previous year, 

helps control the development of our income in the manner of a donation-ori-

ented ought/is comparison.

Balance

The balance of our assets has remained roughly the same over the period covered 

in this report (-53 euros). The construction activities on foreign-owned real estate 

and the extraordinary items among our liabilities concern the international meeting 
center Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace in Jerusalem. Our remaining liabilities in-

clude 163,000 euros from our Dutch fund assets. Our reserve assets have remained 

unchanged by comparison to last year. Thus we dispose of 300,000 euros in re-

serve assets for our working fund and 50,000 euros in reserve assets for personnel 

costs. This means we have finally achieved security with regard to the eventua-

lity of liquidity problems caused by the advance financing of approved donations. 

The 385,000 euros in trust assets concern the non-independent Helga Weckerling 
Foundation.

Income statement / Financial report for 2011

Income from donations has increased by 139,000 euros by comparison to last 

year. This positive development is mainly a result of the increase in donations 

earmarked for specific purposes or made on particular occasions. There has been
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a decline in the income generated by church collections; the amount of such in-

come received in 2011 was 32,000 euros less than last year. One reason for this 

is the rescheduling of the collection day by a financially important collector. 

Regional church collections have also been affected by rescheduling, and this 

has had a financially detrimental effect in 2011. Unfortunately, we have not been 

able to further increase the funds made available by volunteer patrons (former 

subsidy contributions).

During the period covered in this report, ARSP has received two inheritances 

amounting to a total of 44,000 euros. 

Over all, donations have decreased by 107,000 euros compared to last year. This 

is mainly due to changes in the proceeds from EU subsidies and from Germany’s 

Federal Plan for Children and Youth. With regard to EU subsidies, we received a 

one-time subsidy for our Belgian office in 2010 (80,000 euros). Financial support 

for the Berlin office, provided in 2010, has not been granted in 2011. The lower 

proceeds from the Federal Plan for Children and Youth are due to the temporary 

vacancy, in 2011, of the employment position at the international encounter center 
for young people in Os  ́wie  ̨cim. The amount of funds received from churches has 

remained constant by comparison to last year. Increases in the proceeds from 

other kinds of donations are mainly accounted for by the German-Israeli volun-

teer program Kom-Mit-Nadev and the additional financial support provided to 

ARSP projects by the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future. A total 

of 104,000 euros in earmarked donations was received for the purpose of fun-

ding the anniversary celebrations in Israel, France and the UK. 

The proceeds of the final collection at the thirty-third German Protestant Church 

Congress in Dresden, totaling 145,000 euros, have been made available to the 

“Federal Work Group on the Church and Right-Wing Extremism”. 

The international meeting center Beit Ben Yehuda – House of Peace in Jerusalem was 

able to generate 211,000 euros in revenue, thereby achieving a well balanced budget. 

At 21,000 euros, it has been possible to keep personnel costs below last year’s 

level. This is mainly due to temporarily vacant employment positions. In a break 

with the stipulations of the Evangelical Church in Germany’s by-law, we have 

arranged for specific gratuity arrangements on a contract-by-contract basis. In 

2011, we have achieved a financial result that allows us to make gratuity payments 

to employees in accordance with the tariff stipulated in the by-law. 

Our material expenses have remained within the range anticipated in our finan-

cial plan and have not increased by comparison to last year. 

ARSP’s expenditure on advertising and administration (as defined by the German 

Central Institute for Social Issues, this comprises personnel and material expen-

diture associated with public relations work and fundraising, financial depart-

ment expenditure and executive board expenditure) is at 15.7 percent. The pro-

portionality of this expenditure is monitored annually by the German Central 

Institute for Social Issues, which then issues its fundraising certificate. 

For the year 2011, disregarding reserve funds and taking account of accumula-

ted income, ARSP has received a financial result of 109,58 euros.
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The 2012 Budget

The planned budget volume for 2012 is 3,744,043 euros. 2012 will also be an an-

niversary year. In order to pay tribute to 50 years of ARSP’s summer camp acti-

vities, we plan to spend 90,000 euros on public events and celebrations. The main 

source of financing will be public and church funding.

We will continue to work with ARSP’s supporters to attempt to increase the 

amount of funding received. 

We are planning for our income from funding to increase by 93,000 euros com-

pared to 2011. We hope to achieve this increase thanks to the international youth 
voluntary service program, Germany’s Federal Plan for Children and Youth and the em-

ployee position at the International encounter center for young people in 

Oświęcim.

Now that the international guest house Beit Ben Yehuda has concluded a successful 

year in 2011, we are planning a further increase in income in 2012. We are anti-

cipating an income of 240,000 euros from donations and occupancy revenue. 

Personnel costs will decrease slightly by comparison to 2011, as financially advan-

tageous changes of staff have taken effect or will do so shortly. Appropriately 

sized reserve funds by which to refinance possible tariff agreements with the 

Evangelical Church in Germany in 2012 have been set up. The provisional 2012 

financial plan includes 80,000 euros earmarked for the 2013 gratuity payment. 

Material costs associated with public relations work will be about 50,000 euros 

lower than our expenditure in 2011. Expenditure in 2011 was unusually high due 

to the relaunching of ARSP’s website. 

The budget for 2012 also features expenditure and income associated with the 

“Federal Work Group on the Church and Right-Wing Extremism”. In 2012, the continu-

ation of the project will be financed from the proceeds of the final collection at 

the thirty-third German Protestant Church Congress.

The planned annual result for the 2012 budget, prior to utilization, is 460 euros. 

This sum is calculated on the assumption that the gratuity payment to emplo-

yees can be paid out in full. 

The risk volume associated with the 2012 budget is about 120,000 euros, of which 

30,000 euros are accounted for by pre-tax assets, while 70,000 euros are account-

ed for by applications to foundations that have yet to be completed; 20,000 euros 

are accounted for by donations. 

We would like to thank all our supporters for their donations, financial support, 

contributions, collections and other cost-sharing measures in 2011. Please help 

us shape the year 2012 in a similarly energetic fashion, thereby taking a stand 

for peace, reconciliation and human rights !
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Profits and losses as of 31 December 2011 and 
budget for 2012

Plan 2011 Actual 2011 Actual 2010 Plan 2012

I. Earnings EUR EUR EUR EUR

1. Donations 1.170.000,00 1.191.929,83 1.052.658,81 1.126.614,00

2. Collections 441.000,00 382.681,75 457.968,67 405.000,00

3. Inheritances 0,00 44.375,00 0,00 0,00

4. Membership fees 115.000,00 110.620,08 110.414,52 115.000,00

5. Expense refunds 148.000,00 162.089,26 147.065,21 150.000,00

6. Government funding 804.500,00 751.870,14 925.673,48 834.715,00

7. Church funding 396.830,00 358.002,57 362.775,83 380.222,00  

8. Other funding 147.500,00 191.640,79 119.614,70 179.580,00

9. Penalties 32.000,00 31.375,50 31.086,16 32.000,00

10. Earnings Beit Ben Yehuda

       – House of Peace 175.000,00 211.265,40 186.004,41 240.000,00

11. Other earnings 264.412,00 372.027,45 240.504,44 280.912,00

3.694.242,00 3.807.877,77 3.633.766,23 3.744.043,00

Plan 2011 Actual 2011 Actual 2010 Plan 2012

II. Expenditure EUR EUR EUR EUR

1. Personnel costs -1.501.000,00 -1.452.592,74 -1.496.111,22 -1.410.261   

1.1 Gratuity payment 

     (Christmas bonus) -77.000,00 -80.500,00 -57.950,00 -80.000   

2. Material costs (volunteers) -751.000,00 -741.050,26 -807.544,99 -745.653

3. Administrative costs -312.500,00 -313.135,29 -299.438,04  -296.729  

4. Material costs 

    (public relations work)  -120.000,00  -174.391,55  -168.828,09 -123.000  

5. Material costs (fundraising) -45.000,00 -45.727,34  -42.198,95 -45.000  

6. Seminars, public events,

    further training courses -292.000,00 -292.032,06 -289.960,62  -292.000  

7. Operating expenses BBY *) – – –  -224.000

8. Other material expenses -591.440,00 -709.576,28 -454.740,88  -526.940,00

-3.689.940,00 -3.809.005,52 -3.616.772,79 -3.743.583,00

Annual surplus 4.302,00 -1.127,75 16.993,44 460,00

Plan 2011 Actual 2011 Actual 2010 Plan 2012

III. Result utilization EUR EUR EUR EUR

1. Accumulated income 4.137,33 4.137,33 4.133,89 109,58

2. Added to reserve fund -4.400,00 -2.900,00  -16.990,00 0,00

3. Taken from reserve fund 0,00  0,00 0,00 0,00  

4. Accumulated income 4.039,33 109,58 4.137,33 569,58

*) International meeting center Beit Ben Yehuda – House of 

Peace; newly structured from 2012 onward
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Profits and losses as of 31 December 2011 and 
budget for 2012

Plan 2011 Actual 2011 Actual 2010 Plan 2012

I. Earnings EUR EUR EUR EUR

1. Donations 1.170.000,00 1.191.929,83 1.052.658,81 1.126.614,00

2. Collections 441.000,00 382.681,75 457.968,67 405.000,00

3. Inheritances 0,00 44.375,00 0,00 0,00

4. Membership fees 115.000,00 110.620,08 110.414,52 115.000,00

5. Expense refunds 148.000,00 162.089,26 147.065,21 150.000,00

6. Government funding 804.500,00 751.870,14 925.673,48 834.715,00

7. Church funding 396.830,00 358.002,57 362.775,83 380.222,00  

8. Other funding 147.500,00 191.640,79 119.614,70 179.580,00

9. Penalties 32.000,00 31.375,50 31.086,16 32.000,00

10. Earnings Beit Ben Yehuda

       – House of Peace 175.000,00 211.265,40 186.004,41 240.000,00

11. Other earnings 264.412,00 372.027,45 240.504,44 280.912,00

3.694.242,00 3.807.877,77 3.633.766,23 3.744.043,00

Plan 2011 Actual 2011 Actual 2010 Plan 2012

II. Expenditure EUR EUR EUR EUR

1. Personnel costs -1.501.000,00 -1.452.592,74 -1.496.111,22 -1.410.261   

1.1 Gratuity payment 

     (Christmas bonus) -77.000,00 -80.500,00 -57.950,00 -80.000   

2. Material costs (volunteers) -751.000,00 -741.050,26 -807.544,99 -745.653

3. Administrative costs -312.500,00 -313.135,29 -299.438,04  -296.729  

4. Material costs 

    (public relations work)  -120.000,00  -174.391,55  -168.828,09 -123.000  

5. Material costs (fundraising) -45.000,00 -45.727,34  -42.198,95 -45.000  

6. Seminars, public events,

    further training courses -292.000,00 -292.032,06 -289.960,62  -292.000  

7. Operating expenses BBY *) – – –  -224.000

8. Other material expenses -591.440,00 -709.576,28 -454.740,88  -526.940,00

-3.689.940,00 -3.809.005,52 -3.616.772,79 -3.743.583,00

Annual surplus 4.302,00 -1.127,75 16.993,44 460,00

Plan 2011 Actual 2011 Actual 2010 Plan 2012

III. Result utilization EUR EUR EUR EUR

1. Accumulated income 4.137,33 4.137,33 4.133,89 109,58

2. Added to reserve fund -4.400,00 -2.900,00  -16.990,00 0,00

3. Taken from reserve fund 0,00  0,00 0,00 0,00  

4. Accumulated income 4.039,33 109,58 4.137,33 569,58

*) International meeting center Beit Ben Yehuda – House of 

Peace; newly structured from 2012 onward
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Balance as of 31 December 2011

A S S E T S

31. 12. 2011
EUR

31. 12. 2011
EUR

31. 12. 2010
in thousands 

of EUROS

A. Capital assets

I. Tangible and immaterial assets

1. Buildings on foreign-owned 

real estate 668.522,00 706

2. Facilities 87.425,00 70

3. IT software 5,00 12

755.952,00 788

II. Financial assets

Shares 511,29 1            

756.463,29 789

B. Circulating assets

I. Stock

In-stock publications 30.545,51 16

II. Claims and other assets

1. Claims resulting from donations 181.399,70 74

2. Other assets 34.071,56 34

215.471,26 108

III. Commercial papers

Other commercial papers 91.859,57 95

IV. Cash and credit assets 600.474,54 740 

938.350,88 959

C. Accrual 15.380,58 15

1.710.194,75 1.763

Trust assets (Weckerling Foundation) 384.852,44 382

Financing of ARSP programs: 
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Bilanz zum 31. Dezember 2011

A K T I V A 31. 12. 2011
EUR

31. 12. 2011
EUR

31. 12. 2010
T EUR

A. Anlagevermögen

I. Sachanlagen und Immaterielles

1. Bauten auf fremden 

Grundstücken 668.522,00 706

2. Betriebs- und Geschäfts -

austtattung 87.425,00 70

3. EDV-Software 5,00 12

755.952,00 788

II. Finanzanlagen

Beteiligungen 511,29 1            

756.463,29 789

B. Umlaufvermögen

I. Vorräte

Bestand an Veröffentlichungen 30.545,51 16

II. Forderungen und sonstige 

      Vermögensgegenstände

1. Forderungen aus Zuwendungen 181.399,70 74

2. Sonstige Vermögensgegenstände 34.071,56 34

215.471,26 108

III. Wertpapiere

sonstige Wertpapiere 91.859,57 95

IV. Kassenbestand und Guthaben bei 

Kreditinstituten 600.474,54 740 

938.350,88 959

C. Rechnungsabgrenzungsposten 15.380,58 15

1.710.194,75 1.763

Treuhandvermögen Weckerlingstiftung 384.852,44 382

Finanzierung der ASF-Programme: 3.807.878 EUR

1) Spenden
1.192 TEUR

2) Kollekten
383 TEUR

3) Mitglieds-
beiträge
111 TEUR

4) Kosten-
erstattungen
162 TEUR

5) öffentl. Zu-
wendungen
752 TEUR

6) kirchl. Zu-
wendungen
358 TEUR

7) sonst. Zu-
wendungen
192 TEUR

8) Bußgelder
 31 TEUR

9) Unterkunft BBY
211 TEUR

10) sonstige
Erträge
 416 TEUR

1)

6)

5)
2)

3)4)

10)

8)7)

9)

1) Donations 2) Collections 3) Membership fees 4) Expense refunds 5) Government 
     funding

6) Church funding 7) Other funding 8) Penalties 9) Accomodation BBY 10) Other income

A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  A nnu a l  F in an c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  201 1  an d  2012 Bu d g e t
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L I A B I L I T I E S

31. 12. 2011
EUR

31. 12. 2011
EUR

31. 12. 2010
in thousands 

of EUROS

A. Equity

I. Association assets 102.258,38 102  

II. Reserve funds

1. Earmarked reserve funds 50.000,00 50  

2. Reserve fund for facilities 299.500,00 297  

349.500,00 347

III. Accumulated profits 109,58 4  

449.974,63 453

B. Extraordinary items 484.411,00 511

C. Accrued liabilities

Other liabilities 204.900,00 246

D. Bills payable

1. Bills payable (loans) 210.000,00 231

2. Bills payable (services) 4.387,01 25  

3. Other bills payable 295.129,82 270

 509.516,83 526

E. Accrual 59.498,96 27  

1.710.194,75 1.763

Trust-related liabilities 

(Weckerling Foundation) 384.852,44 382

Costs of ARSP project areas: 

125A SF  Ja hr e s b e r i c h t  201 1  –  Ja hr e s r e c hnu n g  201 1  u n d  Hau s h a l t  2012

P A S S I V A 31. 12. 2011
EUR

31. 12. 2011
EUR

31. 12. 2010
T EUR

A. Eigenkapital

I. Vereinskapital 102.258,38 102  

II. Rücklagen

1. Zweckgebundene Rücklagen 50.000,00 50  

2. Betriebsmittelrücklage 299.500,00 297  

349.500,00 347

III. Bilanzgewinn 109,58 4  

449.974,63 453

B. Sonderposten 484.411,00 511

C. Rückstellungen

Sonstige Rückstellungen 204.900,00 246

D. Verbindlichkeiten

1. Verbindlichkeiten aus Darlehen 210.000,00 231

2. Verbindlichkeiten Leistungen 4.387,01 25  

3. Sonstige Verbindlichkeiten 295.129,82 270

 509.516,83 526

E. Rechnungsabgrenzungsposten 59.498,96 27  

1.710.194,75 1.763

Treuhandverbindlichkeiten

Weckerlingstiftung 384.852,44 382

Kosten der ASF-Bereiche: 3.809.006 EUR 

1) Langfristige Dienste
2.228 TEUR

2) Mittelfristige Dienste
32 TEUR

3) Kurzfristige Dienste
180 TEUR

4) Projektb. Interkulturalität
86 TEUR

5) Gästehaus BBY
248 TEUR

6) Sonstige Programme
177 TEUR

7) Regionalarbeit
 98 TEUR

8) Öffentlichkeits-
arbeit 325 TEUR

9) Fundraising
167 TEUR

10) Verwaltung
268 TEUR

1)3)

5)

6)

7)

4)

2)

10)
9)

8)

1) Long-term service 2) Medium-term service 3) Short-term service
4) Project area on 
intercultural activities

5) BBY guest house 6) Other programs 7) Regional work 8) Public relations work

9) Fundraising 10) Administration

A R SP A nnu a l  R e p o r t  201 1  –  A nnu a l  F in an c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  201 1  an d  2012 Bu d g e t
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During the past year, ARSP was supported by its regular members, sustaining 

members, a large number of donators, the patrons recruited by the volunteers, 

numerous church parishes and the following institutions:

Church organizations
German Protestant Church Congress, Evangelical Church in Germany, Evange-

lical-Lutheran Church of Bavaria, Evangelical Church of Berlin and Brandenburg 

– Silesian Upper Lusatia, Evangelical-Lutheran Federal State Church in Braun-

schweig, Evangelical Church of Bremen, Evangelical-Lutheran Federal State Church 

in Hannover, Evangelical Church of Hesse and Nassau, Federal State Church of 

Lippe, Evangelical-Lutheran Federal State Church of Mecklenburg, Nord Elbian 

Evangelical-Lutheran Church, Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Oldenburg, Evan-

gelical Church in the Rhineland, Evangelical Church in Central Germany, Reform-

ed Evangelical Church of Leer, Evangelical-Lutheran Federal State Church of Saxony, 

Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Central Germany, Evangelical Church of West-

phalia, Evangelical Federal State Church in Württemberg, Evangelical Church 

of Schaumburg-Lippe, Evangelical Federal State Church of Anhalt

Public bodies
Federal Office for Migration and Refugees; Federal Ministry of the Interior; 

 Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth; Federal 

Agency for Civic Education; ConAct; Franco-German Youth Office; German-

Polish Youth Office; European Commission/EACEA; Hannover Conventual Cham-

ber; Federal Office of Health and Social Issues, Berlin; Press and Information 

Office of the Federal Government; Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation 

and Development; Service Civique

Foundations
Bodelschwinghschian Foundations; Buber Rosenzweig Foundation; Quaker Aid 

Association; Robinson Foundation; Stephanus Foundation Weißensee; Branden-

burg Memorial Site Foundation; Foundation Remembrance, Responsibiltiy and 

Future; Mercator Foundation; Lars-Day Foundation

Other supporters
Adolf Würth GmbH & Co. KG, American Friends of ARSP, Augustinum GmbH, 

Society for the Promotion of Social Service for Peace and International Exchange 

with Eastern Europe, House of the Wannsee Conference, LichtBlick GmbH & 

Co KG, Westkreuz-Druckerei Ahrens KG Berlin/Bonn, Der Tagesspiegel.

We extend to you 
our heartfelt thanks 
for your support 
in 2011 !



Auguststraße 80

10117 Berlin

Phone (030) 28 39 51 84

Fax (030) 28 39 51 35

E-Mail: asf @ asf-ev.de

Internet: www.asf-ev.de

Please support our work!

Donation account no. 311 37-00

Bank für Sozialwirtschaft

Bank code 100 205 00

The official seal of the German Central Institute 
for Social Issues guarantees that we will use your 
donation responsibly. 


